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FOREWORD 



This compilation of Frownfelter records has taken around 35 years and is still far from 

foo?r m K T dter V WaS b0ra ' Fr ° m Swi <^land to Arkansas we've waked £ their 
[aFatTtte T H "? ^if"^ ^P^ and Pei ^ COunties in Pennsylvania "o^w^vanT to 

bSffi Sf ^-r Va "° US f 6 tHpS t0 l0Wa Md I1,inois where Frownfelter TabTesiee 
born) then on to Hickory county, Missouri, and finally found "home" on the tall nrair e 
grasses some 1 7 miles southeast of Stuttgart, Arkansas P 

Of course this did not occur in one or two generations! Felix Frownfelter emigrated from 

This book is dedicated to my dear husband of 57 years Billy John Burkett whn h,« 

SSS 2T 1 Sf h : h T ^ T^ t0 ^ ^ -essarytn> S ll e Lty r h e Tearch He 
March 29, 1999 just a few months before this book was finally completed. He is missed 

Bennie Frownfelter Burkett 
3347 Hwy. 165 S. 
Stuttgart, Arkansas 72160 



FELIX FROWNFELTER 
THE IMMIGRANT ANCESTOR 

Felix Frownfelter the immigrant ancestor of this Frownfelter line-came from Switzerland to 
Philadelphia, PA on the ship Jamaica Galley on 7 Feb 1738/39. 

The early history of this Felix Frownfelter was found in the City Archives, Zurich, 
Switzerland, and was sent to Mrs. Olive Stolzenburg, 9715 Mountain Quail Drive, Austin TX 
78758 on 30 April 1985. A copy of this letter is included elsewhere in Felix's history. From 
this letter we know that Felix was baptized 13 Nov 1701, the son of Felix of the Monastery and 
his wife Magdelene Wolfer of Ober-Dagerlen. They were married 15 Nov 1692 at Henggart, 
Switzerland. At one point in the information from Zurich it states that Felix, the immigrant's 
father, "was a weaver at the Monastery". Felix that immigrated to America married Elizabeth 
Mader on 22 Oct 1726. Elizabeth Mader was of Schleitheim, District of Schaafihausen, and 
was baptized 14 Apr 1701 . (Elizabeth's parents apparently were not listed on the document.) 

Also from this document we find that the children of Felix and Elizabeth Frownfelter were: 

I. Hans Ulrich Frownfelter bpt at Henggart 16 Mar 1727 (this is John) 

II. Felix Frownfelter bpt Henggart 12 May 1728; d Henggart 30 Aug 1729 
HI. Felix Frownfelter bpt Henggart 12 Oct 1 730 

IV. Regula Frownfelter bpt Henggart 6 Sept 1733 (this must be Sophina/Sophia) 

V. Jakob Frownfelter bpt Hengart 18 Dec 1 735 

VI. Marx Frownfelter bpt Henggart 10 Nov 1737 

According to information from Zurich, Felix immigrated in 1 739 with his wife Elizabeth 
Mader, and their five children, one daughter and four sons. 

No further information can be found concerning the fate of the three sons, Felix, Jacob and 
Marx, but we do know that when Felix made his will on 9 May 1764 he stated in his will that 
he had a wife and "only son John" and a daughter Sophina Frownfelter. 

Felix was 38 years old when he came to America. From the passenger list of the Jamaica 
Galley it is known that there were 320 passengers on the ship commanded by Robert Harrison 
and the ship was shown as sailing from Rotterdam and the Port Entry was Philadelphia. (It 
should be noted that from the information sent from the City Archives at Zurich that the 
Frownfelter name was spelled in that country as Frauenfelder). 

In all probability Felix and his wife and children settled in Berks County, PA soon after 
arriving in Philadelphia in 1739, but since Berks County was not formed until 1752, his early 
land records would be found elsewhere. There is proof that he was in Maiden Creek Twp, 
Berks County (at least what later was to be known as that) as early as 23 March 1749). In the 
selling of the Frownfelter land by Felix's grandson, Felix, on 3 Nov 1786, there is in the 
records where they were tracing the ownership of this particular plot of land, a statement that 
"Felix Frownfelter, grandfather of said Felix Frownfelter obtained a warrant from the 
honorable, the late proprietors of Pennsylvania dated the 23 rd of March, AD 1749.and by virtue 
of the said warrant there was surveyed to the above named Felix Frownfelter (the grandfather) 

the quantity of 59 acres of land and 83 perches situated in Maiden Creek Township". 

(This is found in Vol 1 9, Deed Book, p. 42, Berks Co. PA.) 

The land is traced further into Felix, the immigrants son's name when it states, "and 
whereas the said Felix Frownfelter, the elder, by Articles of Agreement dated the eighth day of 
the fifth month in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixty-four did grant, 
bargain and sell his dwelling plantation in Maiden Creek Twp aforesaid (being surveyed by' 
virtue of the above recited warrant) unto his only son John Frownfelter". The letters were put 
in bold to emphasize that all of the other sons born to Felix, the immigrant, and his wife 
Elizabeth, had died by this time. 



Little more is known of our immigrant forefather, Felix Frownfelter, except that he made his 
will on 9 May 1764 and at that time he was still living in Maiden Creek Twp Berks Co PA. The 
will mentions (not by name) his wife, a daughter, Sophina and one son, John. If the "Regula" 
were the one named in his will as Sophina, then she would have been 3 1 years of age at the 
time and evidently not married. Of course, Sophina could have been another daughter born to 
them m Pennsylvania, and Regula could have died along with her brothers, Jacob and Marx 

A typewritten copy of Felix's will is included as well as a copy of the original handwritten 
will that Felix, himself actually signed. 

While Felix made his will in 1764, he did not die until sometime just prior to 18 May 1779 
when "his loving friends" whom he named in the will in 1764 probated his will. 

The only two children of Felix and Elizabeth Mader Frownfelter who grew to maturity 
were: 

I. John Frownfelter bpt 16 Mar 1727 at Henggart, Switzerland. A full history of John 
and his children is given in the next chapter. 

II. Sophina Frownfelter was baptized (if she is the same child called Regula) 6 Sept 1733 
at Henggart, Switzerland. Nothing further is known about her except she is mentioned in 
her father's will in 1764. She probably was the sponsor for various Frownfelter babies 
that were baptized and a Sophia Frownfelter was their sponsor. 



STAATSARCHIV DES KANTONS ZURICH 



vv.ntenhuienlr.Me 17 

CH-80J7 25ri* 
Ttltfon 01- Hi 36 Oi 
fo.idi.i 80-1? JOS 



Mrs. ^V 

Olive Stolzenburg °<^ ^ 

9715 Moumain Quail Dr. 



Austin, TX 7S758 «j_ . -*| t^Sf* 



IV 




Sehr geehrte Frau Stolzenburg, 



Zurich, den 30. April 19S5 < ^/? 

\ 

die vertu'gbaren Angaben iiber die Familie des Felix Frauenfelder-Mader von *~ 

Henggart entnehmen Sie bine dcr unten angeiugten Kopie einer Karteikarte. 
An Abkurzungen erscheinen don b. = baptized; E = Eltern/parents; kop. = married. 
Felix Frauenfelder kam auf der 3amaica Galley in Philadelphia an und leisiete am 

F R A U E N r ELDER, Felix, von Henggart 

"Klosterfcli.xen Sohn" I 726, 2?, i^; 'dcr jung Klosterfelix" 1733,35; "Klo- 
stcrfclixcn jung" 1737 
b. He nggart 13.1 I - 1 70 1 

(& Felix I'., "KlOitCflelix" (1672), "KloMerwcbcrs set." (1701), kop. Heng- 
gart 15.11.1692 Magdalcna Woller, von Oberwil-Dagerlen) 
kop. Henggart 22.10.1726 
Elisabeih Mader, von Schlenhcim SH 
bj I U.u. I 7 01 

(E: 

- Hans I'lrich, b. Henggar t 16-3- 1 72? 

- Felix, b. Henggart 5.12.I72S, - Henggart 3G.S.1729 

- Felix, b. Henggart 10.12.1730 

- Regula, b. Henggart 6.9.1733 

- 3akob, b. Henggart IS. 12.1735 

- Marx, b. Henggart 10.11.1737 

Laut A !7<*.38 / Faust S.56 17 39 mit seiner Frau E. M. und mit 5 Kindern, 
darunter U SUben, ausgewandert. Die Auswanderung muss aber bcreiis 
I73S erfolgt sein. 

./. 



7.2.1739 den Untcrtaneneid. 

Falls Sic weiter zuruckliegende Angaben zur Familie FrauenJelder wunschen, wen- 
den Sie sich bitte an einen der auf dem beiliegenden Adressblatt genannten, 
privat tatigen Cenealogen. 

Mit freundlichen Cruxsen 

STAATSARCHIV ZURICH 
Der AdjunkL 

H.U. Plister 



n«. ,..-.. -.,-,1-..., f!ir die CTbeYscndun* von 2 US-S- 



Copy of a letter from the Archives in 
Zurich, Switzerland written to Olive Stol- 
zenburg, Austin, TX in 1985, that proves 
that Felix and wife Elizabeth Frownfelter 
came from Henggart, Switzerland and also 
names their children. Only John and Regula 
(Sophina) grew to maturity. 
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EIGHTEENTH CENTURY TO THE AMERICAN COLONIES 

38. AVNO 1743, FROM THE PARISH HENKARTT, WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE AND CONSENT OF THE TWO HONORABLE GOV- 
ERNOR- OF Kyburg and Andelfingen. the following families 
and person; journeyed to the new-found Und— I do not know 
whether ro Carolina or to Pennsylvania. 



55 



liach of thev. six fam:!i' ? has an official ccrtif.\.iU- 0: i :::•■-.. .V'.-r.; - :.c 
pastor of the parish with them. The first four were written in my our. hind 
the last two in the schoolmaster's hand, but signed by me and with these two 
words added: sponte et audacter (voluntarily and rashly). 

5. Hans Jacob Frauenfeldcr, called Pfeiflcr, baptized November 15, 1711. 
Anna Frauenfeldcr, his wife, baptized July 29, 1712. 

Children: 

r. Ursala, May 27, 1736. 

2. Pantaloon, March 4, 1738. 

3. Barbara, July 17, 1742. 

6. Jacob Frauenfeldcr, son of Gabriel, the tailor, baptized December 3, 1713. 
Elisabeth Bratschger of Acsch, born 1709. 

Children: 

1. Barbara, baptized March 18, 1 736. 

2. Hans Heinrich, baptized November 24, 1736. 

3. Elsbetha, baptized April 10, 1740. 

4. Anna, baptized September 23, 1742. 

Anna Frauenfeldcr, a respectable young woman, unmarried, uslc-r of Jacob 
Frauenfeldcr, above-mentioned, baptized March 29, 1716. These two 
families — Nos. 5 and 6 — resided in the County. 
In all six families, four from the County, two from the Estate. Persons — 32. 
Moreover, under my predecessor, deceased Anno 1 739, there k-ft here for 
Carolina; Feli.-. Fraut-nfeider , son of Felix from the monaster;/, baptized 
November 13, 1701, and his wife, Elsbetha Mader, from Schleittheim in the 
District of Schaaffhauscn, baptized April 14, 1701, with five children, including 
four boys, the oldest about ten years old. 
Henkertt, March 3t, 1744. L'eo.vhard Holzhalr, Pastor. 



* 



■ f HM g*SB«mga N AMED A S OKU SOH OP FELIX, Source, Berks County Deed Book 119. 
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hundred ^ ND ^ DRE ^° ae w! he thlrt day ° C *"**•« in thTyeer of our Lord one thousand "seven 
*T* lit? f p 9 y »*■ ***-•» *•"* rr«u«Bf elder of Kaiden Creek Township, Berks^untJ 

s^^isrs^jsr^ tho one w and Henry scidei ot ■-" T ~ Mhi » ™*» 

Whereas Felix Frauenf elder, grandfather of Felix Frauenfelder, obtained a warrant ' fro* 
the honourable the late proprietaries of Pennsylvania dated the Twenty-third day of March, 
AD. 1749. And by virtue of the said Warrant there wa, surveyed unto hi. grandfather's son 
the above named Felix Frauenfelder the quantity of fifty nine acres of land and eighty three 

llZr t V ^ « 1 d °t JOh " R " i0r ' SXm ° n Car *' ""^ "»*» Nicholas HonfeiTwd hi, 

tSZ lu. l\ Z * ,"*,?? " 1<3 P -2ii-Tli^£iM«, t he elder, by Article of Igree^ent 

sllH "' ' aS V *ifth«* n th iVtne year of our Lord^nT-tRousand seven hundred and 

Ai7,£Z a it 'l A ^ ", ^ " U hiS dVeUin9 Pl«t»tio„-ia Kaiden Creek Township afore- 

said [being the land surveyed by virtue of the above recited warrant] unto his only son John 
Frauenfelder as in and by the said Article more fully will appear. * » 

.nHlVn*!^' **"! "" Joha frauenfelder hath obtained a warrant dated the 15th day of 

lecJblei Lll m ^ th0 " 0£ hath * UrVe ** d tha 9th *** of J^e 1776 (year not very 

-rchel \Z ,? *° n ^% ab ° V ° nan,ed Fel1 * ^.uenf elder, Jr, seventy nine acres t sixty JL 

ol Hen^hirtr^r £. i '* SitUatC *" "*"" Cr "* TOVnahi P' »**«»«, .dJMnii l«d 
of Henry Shirer, Evan Oven, James Hutton, and his other lands. . 

fM1 ^ir^ff ?? " ld t 0hn *«»«*•"« dying thereof seixed Intestate the above described 
two tracts of land having been first duly valued and approved by an inquest awarded by the 
Orphans Court for the County of Berk* was upon return of the fair valuation adjudged by the 
said Court unto Felix Frauenfelder Eldest son and heir at law of the said Intestate agreeable 
to law in such case made and provided as by the records of said court, recourse being ther eunto 
had more fully and at large appears. And Wheras the said Felix Frauenfelder hath obtained 
!., !!"*?! ° Ut , P !v land °" lC * " philade lphi» da«d the eleventh day of May 1785, and by 

of five P.C situate in Maiden Creek Township aforesaid adjoining his own lands and James 
Hutton ,. Nov this INDENTURE Wltnes*eth that the said Felix Frauenfelder for 550 pounds .... 

5 



WILL of FELIX FRAUENFIELDER 

I Felix Frauenfielder, of the Township of Maidencreek in the County of Berks and 
Province of Pennsylvania, Yeoman, being in bodily health and of perfected sounl Ssposing 
mind and memory, but considering the uncertainty of this mortal life, and being willing to 

wtiran/^ 111 ^ OU ^ «*staace agreeable to my min- do make and publish this my Last 
will and Testament in manner following i J 

to h/laid' ' ?«T? t0 IBy ^ aU9ht ^ S6phlna *»*»a»Mtr one cow or four Bunds (?) in money 
to be paid as follows: Ten pounds immediately after the decease of my wife if my said 

£e s^T^ST' *f ^k P ° a ? te 3 ^^ -** 1 the ^° le is ** id with ^ interest for 
S mHaid J5JT ? ^f Pai T ent * X ^ 9±Ve t0 my said d "9 te « after the decease 
it all^v £f m f "V* a " d furnit ^ e ' one of »Y ^ests vhich has a lock to 

re'^f 7 ^ JI' " , f leBents ** d one ! or equal half part of all the 

rest of household goods. 

situated liS ^ ^v J eViS !. t0 " y TOn J0hn Frauen fielder all that my dwelling plantation 
5STSi T ±denC f eek Townshi P aforesaid adjoining the land of Samuel Lightfoot together 
ments^nd"*™ tT **« ^"^ i-Provements, Rights, Liberties, Priviledges, Heredita- 

ments and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging with the Reversions and remainder 
Rents issues, and profits thereof to have and to hold all and singular, the said premises 
with the appurtenances unto my said son, John Frauenfielder, his heirs and assigns to 

roreve? £t^jF£tZ*-°* "* *** S ° a ' ^ ***""*****. ^is heirs and assigns 
ST +W ^ 7 5 9 1 dellver "9 to and providing for my wife during her natural life 

all the money and provisions mentioned to be paid and delivered to her in a certain 

b2£ri\hP STtT* T de , betW ? en m * said son «»* »e bearing the date the Day next 
ZZ!f? ^ e date ^ hereof »* paying to my daughter Sophina the said sum of fifty pounds in 
manner aforesaid and truly performing all other covenants and agreements mentioned to be 

S^lLS ~ ^ *"* ° f "J Sa±d ^ ^ eX ^ essed *» ^ "id article of agreement 
tossesse^or ^"f"^^ of ** Estate, both Real and personal which I may le 

^TlZTt I ° f "* deCeaSe n0t here±n ***P°se* of I give, devise, and bequeath 

n^if^ ^T S ° n JOhn fcauenf i«lder» *** heirs and assigns forever, and I dolLreby 

fcTSe Exe""rs of^r Tf.?^ ^'^ ^ ^^ «* ^"^ ^teen ^ 
willed Wills vH ^ ^ ! i i 1 - Snd Testament « *h««by revoking all other and former 
Will and Wills by me made, and ratifyxng, confirming, this to be my Last Will and Testa- 

Zth ? £ S ; r60f * ^^ hereunto set »* hand and Seal this ninth day of the S th 

month m the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and six four. 

Signed Sealed published and declared by the 

Latf „n i at °H l" 1 ^ Prauenfielder to te his S/Pelix Frauenfielder 

Last Will and Testament m the presence of 

us who at his request have hereunto subscribed 

our names as Witnesses 



Christian Markle 



William Reesor 



Register Office Reading, Berks County the eighteenth day of May 1779, then personallv 

SS^xSTSS" Tf % and WUliam ReeS ° r ' *■ ■*•■**». witnesses to t£TS£ * 
wliliam £SJ^ S d ^f-^t, and Christian Markle upon his solemn Oath and the said 
nti-*? * ^! SOleffla aff «*» tion severally did declare G say that they were 

£££ n f W , ^ ^^ *"—»«*"«. the Testator, therein sign, seal pronounce 

£m"e 5 Sf S 3 " f I ^^ Wr±ting t0 ^ hiS Last WU1 ^ d testament and at £h e 
oSLv^ Sf 9 ? er ^L k" 35 ° f S ° nad "^ mem0ry ' Md understanding as they verily 
aS jr«-ht SUbscribed **** »»*s respectively as witnesses thereunto at the request 
and in the presence of the said Testator. <=h «=*>._ 



Henry Christ, Register 

(From Will Book B, Page 8, Berks County, PA) 



' ''•/•'/ '■ if /■/-,.' / / &*^* so- M 

i't -t-y'c/ur:- Wnm/r-riytrj a/A' */>/&. ',%».• n./Zu/,. ,/,/&«<£*» •■-- 

. C-/(ff/<.fn,y/A./ Cci./ti/// ? f A/Jf/t A.J tiL*i.d ///-a// f./irf /-/ (' ft/in ///£>; a.nut » - Y ■ 
■t'/trmtt r/ Aff/i// in /'A,- ,/t At/ Jusr/i/i 1X71/0 A .' ' f.'/ Yrr < rr./i,/ At' tariff i/< /''//*//' >),/ 
,.-Jlt-?is/.tX ria A?Jlf*TrMj't/ /'(/< A't'/i,f fi/ry/t./iy AAi r // ' nrfr/ifli/ At/ t: / YYffj ..AAsrYtfA 
.Ji/c it ?>// f>f/ric/ .-frr/t/ /iy //> (//Y/rr/r r/ ■//■/// CH//i.'rfn/ ,JffA/Yf£/ic4' ,///»* Yrf ■ 
- ,i('U- Ao .//i// .. YAt/icA. fti> i/ruf/ic- ii tif/Y/ftAA.Y/A A.Au.i vu./AuuY (7//sf{-anJ' ~> 
'«'/' /An :777c yi / tr> ■ Y/if/n /' Y' YYr //.'/,/ /y . -{ 



?J?- 



'AJ'Ji /Ytf/./'f. /.■> mf/ fyJ tt/ir/./Ar,'£ lYo/iYit ir,i ffi/r/r/t an /Yc/tYtyt o tit's 
(?t*ti> or Yc tfi, 'fytci'Y t-n. YAlrriff/ ttruA.. ///'// /YrttritA,f tti ,..Jff/if.e/ t&7iet}& ■' 
tr j YpYftrnU Uc/iYYca ritAj f/riTttcdfitAff// a/A./'t.AAicJ./.rr.fY.rc, #■/ Yh// PVt-/Yf. 

(Y . >n{/ jtlt.eC //)' A/t i//'ii>cL-f. -frr)C /frit/. An JYnun/Y.f a. ^JfM'o ft,;xAcY /Air O-A/trU 

(j J?a* ft" ffi' eAA. J n n.'Yn ii i t-n Art fjf Y r /Ac Jan i c- Ap fig Yuticl. tij eAA. excr-YL 

. ,Ytt.tfsme7iC , I'/r-YtP ,-r/i'f fn .rn f/ J f rr tC CYati&nY/t it/Act, /At ZDfccaJc 0/wf/. 
Y - " •" - • • . ' /■ ' ' Y' 

J(ti.fCf/l'f Yf ft j tt/crcJaiit etir:"Af.i{ '// ntC i'Yrf-i-/iAAtft f. ruf fi/t/nt/ faYrC/Y/ «.... 

■n-A/r/t Yt#j ft Jrr/i // // ttuS/my i'/ra Y'onAYjsme.nYj fJsrttC- anS.- . We trie/ f/ ey/saY'- 

Y\r//Y l/fr/i/. eYtfYC /he -7r.i/ ,'J/fn// Jfftt/t Aefi/, l/fitrt/j. 

Y?n JaAvc ■ a.Titi *i£wui> C> inn .A?/, />~Yh?i /Y-raac,! /('tYd^ a YY Y./iaY ,m// rA^rY?.'- 

'in,/ YYl'sf 71. LaJten. Yc£:u/ /<■ ■ t./,.. .Jfa/J.rr/.-Y.'fffY Y£/i//:./Y/// a Y* /•?/*■'■*£' i*-c//'<rAri.Y? 10 ■ 

y 1 *■' -j* <Y ,/ 

/AC-^a.7u/s'<'f,/(r.Tnf/.x~..-_}fj//i//'r?t>/ \/epcY'A'et m.'tf'.A. riYY'a<n/£.' /Mtft^Ya/i. /JtS x — 

(/.fu /(//■■narj.'hn/isirti C-77U.71 /.1 JAii/AO Jft'fi Af.i ./vst't Yryf./ .-/ft ff///ft*ri.f/ri £i Oris/ '.Jf/tyi&A,'*- 
- A^,T7irf.' t.<' Ast/./crC-uf/f, /A.'ift'nY t't'&fifhrtrf ft*fY/. Y/iC ,7]fi.>rs 7 /'f' t ?n^ a '/ 1 d. ' Y/t /. - 

owft/nf/rt.t .■Jlc7iY\Yy U(rj a „ f / tftrA'A, JYttteY ' *7b YiCWcy ct/ricOfo fitf/ds 

rt U tr 71 f/^. /A f Art) r'y-for>ifYf.i t.'f//i. //if . /A/itt/f/f/i/f/irO ti/tA) <r/i// YrJt/y >'t7/7. Y7-A.TI 
\/'.-catunYf/j/^r Yit.t Jlfff.i it /!//. , YY.i/i7 7i.t oY/.'/Af <r,\ Yt/ Y>'tf>/i ft /(jf- aruYY 
f/if./iea/ f/'.-my J/rct/. ,'ffri A'Ain ./"t./ft/t nYtr.Yt/ft /i/-l .'llt'tJ ff/r // > 'AAt/f/i.t /rf ii> C'l . 
,/u Aac/i-riir ! r-pt/.C/ ) cAi>tu/i.//f;ft7>//-,//'trt./t/{tTi'7 /' > ■"i f /''//'Yc /////tent/ As,?' "> 
*/YaMfL£f.A-_/yjr. /t/C /At • , /is/it// /isii/* ".•rtrf/fjt t>ti./ f~7~lf-ru(er/i.Afr At ' fi( />erjjA, tfwirY * ■-, 

dcOvfVr.c) 69 Act 1.71 a rt/A/tf',, ,J, r'A/rYc ■■<*/ . ?f/ff"ir>/ mttft/f &C.Yft*<t-n.'t> rt t/ 

. [/</) Jf7n nti// /r/if ■■ Yc.r.'v,,// (Y/r/f AA,r/_%t/ nifjrJ. ' Ar/r-i- /As. <C$ti/t. Aif'tcr/ // 7 /) —) 

- '/>%/"? & /rt, ^~^'/ r ~ ''faJfZ* ^'[.A'/A ,Y/ m ■■/ YfY/y YYi^Ui in, S/flsnt't..- ••' 

,«fi*tfid. «»J n.fY/,t7u/ A/ttfy flt^r/n'^tAY ,-AAY-/ AYcYrrr,,^/, a „J « ., 
^tffy/u^Atot.rnAf^r// A.Ar./snC cf „,/ /.,,/,„.,»,) an. /fa /jfZ/// ^""//^ 
<U. f/j r^,Y/,r> An/ /At fa Ot/Yrfi t>/\ •Ayrfr.nt r,A fa. ,- r , &«*£„- 'j#, 
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This is a reduced copy of the original will 
written by the immigrant ancestor, Felix 

Frownfelter, as found in Will Book B, page 8, Reading, 
Berks County, PA. Will was written 9 May, 176^ and 
was probated 1 8 May, 1779. 
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Above is the actual signature of 
Felix Frownfelter. 



CUttr Mathias iLa. 
Child: Jacob djl 
Child: Ursala 'a*. 
Child' Johannes n.a. 
Gfcaa.- Barbara nj. 
» CWai- Heinrich iul 

Cftfltf: Conrad no. 
Fraaenfdder, Elisabeth Bratschger m. SEE 
Frauenfeider, Jacob 
Fraoenf cHer, Elsbctha n-a. SEE Fraoenfdder, Jacob 
Fra»e*fekJer, Efabctha njL SEff FiancnfckJer, Jacob 
FraaeafeMer, Elsbctha M VonBocch tux. SEE 
. Frauenfeldcr, Jacob 
tRT Fraaeafelder, Ebbctha Mader n^- SEE Frauenfeider, 
1 Fcfix 

*^ FraaeafeUer, Felix nj.; Carolina and/or Pennsylvania, 
1739 1952 P 56 
Wife: Ebbetha Mader tlm. 
with 5 chiidrtn 



PASSENGER AND IMMIGRATION LBTS JNOJix^ 

Fr aa i— fcMer, Margaretha njt -SEff Fraoenfdder, "B|^i 

•.*«* -•.^•li 

Fia a mfU a u , Mathias u. ££ff Fraaenfdder, Deye*!^^: 

F r— tm h lt kr , Mathias iu.; Carolina and/or -^v'v 

Pennsylvania, 1743 1932 p5S . i$||jH 

»^er Barbara MuBer n-a. 

FraaeafeUer, Mathias 45; Carolina and/or 

Pennsyhrania, 1743 19S2 p61 

Wife: Anna Trindkr 50 

with 3 children 

FraaeKfeUer, Pantaleon u. 5EE Fraoenfelder, Hca > 1 
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FrawsrfeUcr, Ursala njt 5EE Frajenfelder, Deyes e-j, 
FraaeBfeMer, Ursala ka. SEE Frauenfeider, Has* •%*; 

:J»cbb --•.'; i-^*i^i 

FraaeafeUer, Verena Schanb iLa. SEE FntxeatdAa,-Pj 

Deyes , -, / VT^;;.^ 

FraacscreUer, Weber n^.; No port mentioned 1744"-B'!' 

J19S2pS7 ■_-•__' ". . " .•.-i&ij 
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JOHN FROWNFELTER 

Only Surviving Son of Felix Frownfelter 

John 2 ' Felix 1 the Immigrant 

John Frownfelter (Hans Ulrich in Swiss records) was baptized at Henggart, Switzerland 
on 16 March 1727. He came to America with his parents, Felix and Elizabeth Mader 
Frownfelter and his three brothers and one sister. This information was taken from records sent 
from the City Archives, Zurich, Switzerland. ((See copy in Felix Frownfelter' s records in 
Chapter 1.) However, after coming to America no record has thus far been found to indicate 
what happened to John's three brothers, for by the time their father, Felix, made his will on 9 
May 1 765 only the daughter, Sophina, and John were alive. 

According to the above information John would have been 10 years old when he came 
to Pennsylvania with his parents and he would not have had his 1 1 th birthday yet that year since 
the boat came in February and his birthday was in March.. The family came on the Jamaica 
Galley on 7 February 1738/39 to Philadelphia where John's father took the Oath of Allegiance 
on that same day. 

John Frownfelter "of Maiden Creek Twp, Berks Co PA" was naturalized 5 April 1762. 
(Record found in book, Naturalization of Foreign Protestants in The American Colonies.) 
John married Margaret Blatt but a record of their marriage has not yet been found. From 
History of Berks County PA by Montgomery, page 1023, it is proven that John paid five pounds 
in taxes in 1759 and the record shows that he was married at that time. He would have been 32 
years old at that time. From Warrantees of Land, County of Philadelphia PA page 15, Felix 
Frownfelter owned 200 acres, 30 Nov 1748; John had 50 acres on 23 March 1749 and Felix had 
50 acres the same date. This would be referring to the father, Felix, the immigrant, and his son, 
John. It was in 1752 that Berks County became a separate county from Philadelphia County. 

Index of Tax records, Berks County, PA, page 205 shows that John F. paid taxes 
through 1778 and "Widow Frownfelter" paid taxes in 1779, 1780 and 1781. John's wife 
Margaret was named administratrix of his estate on 17 April 1781. This would indicate that 
John had died a short time before this date. (In all probability the "Widow Frownfelter" 
referred to Felix's wife, Elizabeth— John's mother in the 1779 and 1780 tax list.) On the order 
found in Volume 3, page 295 in Berks County PA Letters of Administration, she is thus 
written,"Margaret Frauenfelder (which is the way Frownfelter was spelled in the records sent 
from the archives in Switzerland) widow and relict of John Frauenfelder late of Maiden Creek 
Township in Berks County, yeoman." John's estate was inventoried and appraised on 21 April 
1781. (A copy of this inventory is included in this chapter.) Margaret evidently lived only three 
years after the death of her husband for in the court records at Berks County Courthouse in 
Reading, PA, dated 23 March 1784 is found the appraisal of Margaretha Frauenfeldern (the "n" 
indicates a woman.) Both John and Margaret Frownfelters' appraisal papers were written in a 
mixture of German and English. 

This information is found on page 1 59, Orphans Court Records, Berks County PA, 
dated 16 May 1783: "Petition of Margaret Frownfelter, widow and administratrix of John' 
Frownfelter of Maiden Creek, deceased." The petition stated that John Frownfelter died 
intestate, seized of considerable real and personal property, leaving eight children, two of 
whom, Jacob and Susannah, are yet under 14 years of age, prays for guardian. Court appoints 
Daniel Rodermel for them. Margaret (above 14) chooses John Reasor of Maiden Creek 
guardian; Adam F. (above 14) chooses Abraham Huy of Maiden Creek for guardian. 

In Berks County PA Orphans Court Records for 25 March 1784, page 166, is found "A 
Petition of Felix Frownfelter, eldest son and heir at law of John Frownfelter of Maiden Creek 
Twp, yeoman, deceased." It states his father died intestate leaving eight children, to wit: The 



petitioner (Felix), Henry,- Adam Jacob, Magdalene (already married to- Henry Shilt), Elizabeth- 
Margaret and Susannah, four of whom, Adam, Jacob, Margaret and Susannah are yet in their 
minority. The petition states that the intestate had 120 acres of land in Maiden Creek Twp 
.Berks County PA. Felix asked for partition or valuation. It was so ordered. . 

On page 170 in Orphans Court Records for 1 1 May 1 784: "Return Philip Fremer, Esq., 
high sheriff on property of John Frownfelter, deceased. On oath of Sebastian Franser, 
Nicholas Schaeffer, Casper Merchel, Everhart Schabbel, George Houer, John Miller, Jacob 
Dieberty, Francis Schalter, Henry Sterner, and on affirmation of Daneil DeGink, Yout Iries, and 
Abraham Schneider, the value of this estate was 360 pounds in gold or silver. It was confirmed 
by Felix, eldest son of John Frownfelter, deceased." 

Because of all of the court proceedings concerning the dividing up of John's estate, we 
are now able to know the approximate ages of at least some of the children, and we know that 
at least one of the daughters is married. As a postscript it should be added that Felix, John's 
eldest son was granted the right to buy all of the land. This he did and almost immediately he 
sold it, and thus the land passed out of the Frownfelter name. 

It appears that most of the children of John and Margaret F. soon left Berks County 
after their father's death. The only Frownfelter name in the 1790 census of the county was that 
of John's son, Henry, who along with his brother Felix, fought in the Revolutionary War from 
Berks County, PA. In the 1800 census of that county, Adam is shown as the head of a 
household. Adam is believed to have been the only son of John that continued to live in the 
county. Possibly John's daughter Anna Elizabeth who married John Nicholas Becker on 13 
April 1784 in Windsor Twp may have continued to live in the county — no known research has 
been done on her line at this time. 

On 3 November 1786 the Berks County court records show that Felix Frownfelter sold 
186 acres (which was part of his grandfather's original land that he had patented when he first 
came to America from Switzerland). He sold it for "505 pounds in gold and silver lawful 
money of Pennsylvania" to Henry Sidel. Felix paid taxes in the county through 1787 and 
nothing further is found on him in this county. John's son Henry (my line) probably left Berks 
County soon after 1790. We know that he was in Buffalo Twp, Perry County around 1800; 
Felix was in the 1800 census in Frederick County Maryland; Jacob probably is the Jacob F. 
who resided in Carroll Twp Perry County PA. Buffalo and Carroll Townships are not far apart. 
We know that John's daughters, Magdalene (Shilt) and Margaret (Ungor) went to Adams 
County PA as did their sister, Susanna (her baptismal certificate was recently found in an 
antique shop in that area)— this would leave Adam F. and possibly Anna Elizabeth (Becker) to 
continue to live in Berks County. 

From the book, Berks County PA Marriages, 1730-1800 published in January 1986 by 
HP Publishing Company we find these marriages performed by Rev. Boos: 19 December 1780 
Henrich Frownfelter (Windsor Twp) to Maria Elisabetha (my line); 1 1 January 1790 Adam 
Frownfelter (Windsor Twp) to Catharine Bossier: 13 April 1784 Anna Elisabeth F. to Johann 
Nicolaus Becker (Windsor); and on that same day Maria Margaretha F. was married to George 
Unger (Windsor). The last two sisters had a double wedding ceremony on that date! 

Much more research will need to be done before the ancestry of John Frownfelter's wife, 
Margaret Blatt can be proven. The name Blatt is also spelled in English/German as Plott, Plot, 
etc. The following information on the Blatt family was sent to Forrest Brandt in November 
1986 by Richard Riegel, Rt. 1, Box 67, Mohreville, PA 19541 : "I think that Fred, Adam and 
Margaret Blatt must have been the children of George Plott/Blatt, the immigrant of 1741. Adam 
apparently was bom the year after they arrived. Frederick's tombstone is still readable. Little is 
known about George Blatt. I believe that he was connected with a church as a teacher or 
builder. There seems to be no record in Berks County of his owning land. The George we find 
on tax lists, etc. could have been his son. Fred (Frederick) Blatt had a daughter baptized at 
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Moselem Reformed Church in 1764 with Sophia Frownfelter as sponsor. The above George 
Adam Blatt (1742-1819) married Barb Klee and they had eight children. No further records of 
this George Blatt can be found in Berks County." 

The Sophia Frownfelter who was sponsor of the George Blatt daughter was most likely, 
the Sophina Frownfelter who was the daughter of Felix, the immigrant. If true, this would 
prove that she was not yet married by 1764 and would have been 3 1 years old. It is possible 
that this George Blatt was also a brother to Frederick and Adam and a sister to Margaret Blatt 
who married John Frownfelter. 

According to Richard Riegel, the immigrant George Blatt was 36 years old in 1741 
when he came to America. The name of his wife was not listed. Frederick Blatt died intestate 
in 181 1, but his widow Margaret had a will probated in 1818 and in the will she named these 
children: Henry, John, Fred, Adam, Daniel, George, Magdalene, Barbara, and Margaret. 
George's other known son, Adam (1742-1819) may have had these children: Adam, Fred, 
Jeremiah, Mathias, Jacob, Margaret, Maria, and Elizabeth — a number of these children died in 
Ohio. 

It is known that the John Frownfelter family and the Frederick "Plott" family were both 
living in Maiden Creek Twp, Berks County, PA in 1759 when they both paid taxes — John paid 
five pounds and Frederick Plot paid two pounds — both were married at that time. 

John Frownfelter and Frederick Blatt, both of Maiden Creek Twp, Berks County took 
the "Sacrament for Naturalization" on 5 April 1762, and Frederick's name followed John's on 
page 79 of Naturalization of Foreign Protestants in the American Colonies. In the same 
document on page 120 is the name of Adam Blatt, Bern Twp and he took the Sacrament on 6 
October 1765. It is believed that John Frownfelter was their brother-in-law. 

Children of John and Margaret Blatt Frownfelter: 

1 . Felix Frownfelter b ca 1753 

2. Magdalene Frownfelter b ca 1754 
3 Henry Frownfelter b ca 1 757 

4. Anna Elizabeth Frownfelter b ca 1762 

5. Maria Margaret Frownfelter bpt 20 April 1 764 

6. Adam Frownfelter b ca 1 767 

7. Jacob Frownfelter b ca 1 769 

8. Mary Susanna Frownfelter b 12 August 1774 

I. FELIX FROWNFELTER was the eldest son of John and Margaret Frownfelter for he is so 
listed in the settling of the estate of his father, John, in 1781-84. He was born before 1755, 
probably in Maiden Creek Twp, Berks County PA. He died in April 1835 in Frederick CoMD. 

Felix bought out the shares of all the other children of John and then he almost 
immediately sold the farm — part of which belonged originally to his grandfather for whom he 
was named. In Vol. 18 Third Series PA Archives page 504: Maiden Creek Twp Tax Return 
and Assessment Berks Co 1781— Felix Frownfelter 150 acres; 2 horse; 5 cattle; — tax 8.1.6. He 
is also listed for 1784 and' 85. He probably left Berks County soon after selling the Frownfelter 
land in 1784 though he paid taxes through 1787. 

He and his brother Henry both fought in the Revolutionary War. This record from the 
Fifth Series, PA Archives Vol. Fpage 158 gives documented proof: County Militia 20 Jan 
1777 at Newton, Buck Co PA Private Felix Frownfelter is listed, also on page 159 and 255 on 
the Roll of Captain Jacob Baldy's Company of the 6 th Battalion, Berks Co Militia commanded 
by Col. Heister. Felix's brother Henry was also listed with him as were others from their 
neighborhood in Berks County PA. 

Felix F. evidently married in Berks County for he was listed as married in the tax 
records there in 1781 . Thus far his marriage record cannot be found even though all his 



11 



brothers and sisters' marriages have been found in the Lutheran records of Rev. Boos. From the 
records in Frederick Co. MD we know that his wife's Christian name is Anna Maria. 

No census record has been located by me for Felix irt 1790, but in the 1800 census for 
Frederick Co. MD page 195 is this information: 3 males under 10; 1 m over 45; 3 females, 
under 10; 1 femalel0-16; 1 femalel6-26 and 1 female over 45. This probably is "our" Felix. 
However, one more son is listed than was mentioned in his settlement of his estate in 1836. 
(Equity Case #1505 Frederick Co MD) 

There is proof that this Felix F. stayed in close touch with his (probable) sisters, 
Margaret, Magdalene and Mary Susanna for records in the Adams Co. PA area (which is very 
close to Maryland) show that Felix Frownfelter and wife Anna Maria were sponsors for some 
of these ladies' children in the Lutheran Churches in that county. 

I answered a query in a Pennsylvania Genealogical magazine written by Evelyn 
Eichalberger Boose, 2352 Tyrone Road, Westminister, MD 21 158, in 1993 and she was asking 
for information on a Felix Frownfelter that has been born in Berks Co PA. I exchanged 
information with her and she sent me a copy of the Equity Case #1506 in Frederick Co MD 
courthouse. In that paper it listed the children of the late Felix F. who had died in April 1835. 
From that I have listed the seven children named as his heirs, and Evelyn also sent me the 
records from the St. Mary's Reformed Church, Silver Run MD that shows the birth records of 
some of Felix's children: 

1 . Elizabeth Frownfelter who by 1 836 was married to David Yingling 

2. Jacob Frownfelter— believed to be the John Jacob b 2 1 July 1 792 as the s/o Felix F. 
and wife Anna Maria. They evidently had dropped the John and he was known 
simply by his middle name Jacob. From the Silver Run Church records we know he 
had, as least these children by wife Nelly Yingling: 

A. Wilhelm Frownfelter b 15 Feb 1825 

B. Catharina Frownfelter b 1 1 Dec 1 835 

C. Maria Frownfelter b 25 Aug 1837 

3. Catharine b 1782 — her tombstone is in the Taneytown Reformed Church Cemetery, 
Taneytown, Carroll Co MD. It states that she died 25 April 1853 and "was 71 years, 5 months 
and 2 days old". Her husband John Weant died 1 1 Sept 1858 age 81years and 25 days old. He 
wasb ca 1777 

A. John Weant Jr. b 16 May 1815 d 21 May 1886 

a. Samuel Weant b 17 March 1845 d 6 Marcy 1917 

aa. Effie Alice Weant b 28 May 1871 d 7 July 1953 
a.a.a. Clarence Earl Eichelberger b 12 June 1896 

a. a. a. a. Evelyn Eichelberger bl6 July 1920 in Ann 
Arbor MI m Vincent Boose 25 Dec 1941 

4. Rebecca Frownfelter 

5. Mary Frownfelter 

6. Peter Frownfelter md Hannah Their children: 

A. Sarah Ann Frownfelter b 3 July 1845 

B. Jacob Peter Frownfelter b 3 Aug 1848 

C. Mary Ellen Frownfelter b 20 May 1 850 

D. Josephus Frownfelter b 21 Mar 1852 

E. Gershon Sylvester Frownfelter b 7 Feb 1855 

F. William Sechler Frownfelter b 19 Jan 1862 

G. Isaac Benjamin Frownfelter b 10 Sept 1865 

7. Barbara Frownfelter md Jacob Cook and in the Equity Case in 1836 (see above) it 
stated that "she had moved to Ohio." 
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. The Equity Case also stated that all of the other six children were still living in 
Frederick Co MD. In 1837 part of this area of Frederick Co MD became a part of 
Carroll Co'MD. - - -"--•- 

E. MAGDALENE FRO WNFELTER was b in 1754 in Berks Co PA probably in Maiden 
Creek Twp. She married Henry Shilt — date not known. Henry was b in 1748. By 1773-74 
they were married and living in Adams Co PA where they had a 125-acre farm. Henry Shilt 
was in the 4 Battalion, York Co PA in the Revolutionary War.They were members of the 
Reformed Church just as her brother Felix was. They lived near Littletown south of Gettysburg 
PA 

Magdalene died 12 Mar 1839 in Adams Co PA. Her husband died 8 Feb 1820 in the 
same county. Rose Shilt, 10996 Westbrook Rd. Brookville Ohio, gave information on this line. 
Her husband descends from Magdalene and Henry's son John who married Catharine Unger. 
Catharine Unger was the daughter of Margaret Frownfelter who married George Unger. 
Margaret F. was a sister to Magdalene — thus John Shilt and Catharine Unger was first cousins. 
Other sources of documentation were Wills/Administrations Adams Co PA #219 and Hanover 
Guardian for 16 Feb 1820 and Republican Compiler for 9 April 1876. 
Their children, all born in York (later changed to Adams Co) Co PA: 

1 . Mary Catherine Shilt b 15 March 1773-74 md Andrew Bolinger; she d 9 April 1876 in 
Darke Co Ohio 

2. John Shilt b 4 Oct 1784 German Twp, Adams (York) Co PA; md Catharine Unger; she 
was the d/o John's mothers sister, Margaret Frownfelter who was married to George 
Unger. John Shilt d 17 Aug 1859 in Twin Twp, Darke Co Ohio and is buried in St. 
Mathews Lutheran Cemetery, Ithaca Ohio. Catharine, his wife, b 1794 and d 1878 

3. Peter Shilt b 6 March 1789 in Adams Co PA and md Mary Magdalene 

4. Henry Shilt b ca 1785 Adams Co PA md Catharine 

5. Adam Shilt b 6 March 1789 Adams Co PA d 10 Aug 1862 at Union Twp, Adams Co 
PA and is buried at Christ Reformed Cemetery. He md Catharine 

6. Jacob Shilt b 7 Oct 1790; md Sarah Bolinger Feb 1818; he was in the War of 1812. He d 
21 July 1876 at Monroe Twp, Darke Co Ohio and is buried in Ithaca Cemetery 

7. Susanna Shilt 

8. Daniel Shilt b 1794; md Leah Jamison 25 Augl816 at Hanover PA 

9. Anna Maria Shilt b 20 Dec 1796 Adams Co PA (Christ Reformed Church) 

10. Barbara Shilt b 1798 (record at Christ Reformed Church Littletown PA) 

m. HENRY FROWNFELTER b ca 1757 in Maiden Creek Twp, Berks Co PA. This is 
the line of Bennie Frownfelter Burkett, Stuttgart, Arkansas and a complete lineage on him 
follows in the next chapter. 

IV. ANNA ELIZABETH FROWNFELTER was probably b ca 1762. She was one of the 
four, children of John Frownfelter that was already of age when they were settling their 
father's estate in 1783. Her marriage to John Nicholas Becker on 13 April 1783 in Windsor 
Twp Berks Co PA is listed in the Rev. William Boos' church records. Anna Elizabeth and 
her sister Maria Margaretha evidently had a double wedding as Rev. Boos had both of their 
ceremonies on this same day. Rev. Boos also performed the marriage ceremony for their 
brothers, Adam and Henry Frownfelter — Henry in 1780 and Adam's in 1790. The only 
known children for Anna and John Becker are: 

1 . Maria Becker 

2. Mary C. Becker 

V. MARY MARGARETA FROWNFELTER was baptized 20 April 1764 at St. Peter's 
Church, Richmond Twp, Berks Co PA. Her sponsors were Andrew Frederick Blatt and wife. 
Andrew was probably the father or brother of Margaret Blatt. Maria Margaretha md George 
Unger (son of Michael Unger), Berks Co Windsor Twp on the same day as her sister, Anna 
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Elizabeth Frownfelter. George Becker was b 31 Jan 1763 and he d 8 Dec 1836 at German 
Twp Adams Co PA. Their records are in Christ Church, Littletown PA. Maria Margaretha d 
7 March 1 847 at Adams Co PA. Her will is #2543 in Adams Co and her husbands' is - " ' " " 
#1956.Their children all bin York (later changed to Adams) Co, PA: • • - 

"l. John Unger b 27 Dec 1789 d 1 Marchl857 md Margaret 

2. George Unger b 2 Feb 1 792 d 27 May 1 873 md Mary 

3. Adam Unger b 1785 ? d 14 Aug 1835 md Eve 

4. Catharine Unger b 26 Nov 1794 md John Shilt a first cousin 

5. Elizabeth Unger md Frederick Krupp 

6. David (Daniel?) Unger b 10 Oct 1819 

7. Magdalena Unger md George Shlear (Schlear) 

8. Jacob Unger b 21 April 1805 md Catharine 

The marriage of Maria Margareta Frownfelter and George Unger on 13 April 1784 is 
recorded in the records of Rev. J. William Boos (1780-1809) which were recently 
translated and published. Rev. Boos served in the vicinity of Zion (Sipes) Church, 
Alsace Twp, but he performed marriages for couples from other sections of the county 
as well. In the ministers records it states that their residence was " Wensor" ( Winsor) 

There is found in the Orphans Court at Reading, Berks Co PA in Vol. 3, page 159, 
dated 7 March 1785 a petition to divide the estate of Michael Unger of Windsor Twp, 
deceased. It lists the five children, including the above George". On page 159, same 
volume, the court directed that "petitioner Herman Unger receive the property of his 
late father for the stated valuation and he was ordered to pay proportionate shares to 
other children". Since George Unger and Margaret Frownfelter were married in 1784, it 
is quite probable that they took his share of the money and moved to Adams County PA 
at that time. 

VI. ADAM FROWNFELTER was born ca 1763-1769 (in settling his father's estate in 
1783 he was listed as over 14 but not yet of age). As an adult he lived in Windsor (later 
Perry) Twp, Berks Co PA. The records of the Schwartzwald Reformed Church show that he 
married Catharina Bossier on 1 1 Jan 1790. It appears from the records now found that this 
Adam Frownfelter, the son of John, is the only one of John's sons to remain in Berks Co. 
PA. There has not been sufficient research, but Elizabeth Frownfelter was married John 
Nicholas Becker, may have remained in Berks County, if so, then that was the only sister of 
Adam's that remained in that county. 

Adam Frownfelter is the only family with the Frownfelter name to be listed in the 1800 
census for Berks Co PA; therefore, we must assume that ALL of John Frownfelter's sons 
had left the county by then except Adam. In the 1909 published book Historical and 
Biographical Annuals of Berks County, PA compiled by Morton L. Montgomery there is 
found on page 935 of Vol. II a biographical sketch on W. Adam Frownfelter, who was 
living at that time. He made a mistake identifying whom his g.g. grandfather was. He 
identified him as "Henrich" Frownfelter when it should have been "John" who he said was 
"a mere lad when he came to America from Switzerland". Considering the fact that W. 
Adam was recalling facts that occurred over 150 years earlier, he did a fair job! But to 
many present-day Frownfelter researchers, this mistake caused many headaches before it 
was finally solved. 

Other than that one "misnamed ancestor" this sketch gave much information on the 
Frownfelters of Berks Co PA. He even named the four children of this Adam (the son of 
John who was the son of Felix, the immigrant): "Adam who settled in Circleville, Ohio; 
John who served in the War of 1812; Jacob and Heinrich." I, Bennie Burkett, had located, 
many years ago, the descendants of Adam's son, Adam who moved to Circleville, Ohio, and 
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a more or less complete line on him has been proven. Some of his descendants still .own land 
purchased by the son Adam. But as far as can now be determined by this researcher none of 
the descendants of the other three sons have been "located. No doubt most of those 
Frowiifelter now living in Berks Co PA are descendants of these three sons of Adam, the 
son of John and Margaret Frownfelter. W. Adam Frownfelter descends from the son Jacob. 
The four sons of Adam and Catharina Bossier (Bassler) Frownfelter are: 

1. Adam Frownfelter b or 29 March 1794 d 1 
April 1 867 md Selma (or Salona) Markel (dau of Jacob) b 28 Dec 1798 in PA; d 23 Aug 
1866; both buried at Stumpf Cemetery, Salt Creek Twp, Pickaway Co Ohio. This Adam's 
will is found on page 458, Will Record Book #4 1852-1870, Pickaway Co Ohio. The will 
was written 28 Nov 1866 and probated 8 April 1867. They had four sons and six daughters: 

A. Lucinda Frownfelter was probably one of the older children. She was dead when 
her father made his will, but had children who were living and would receive her 
share of Adam's estate. 

B. Nicknamed "Pop"— probably the Polly Frownfelter who married on 27 Dec 
1 845 Jacob Mowery, Pickaway Co Ohio. 

C. Julia Ann Frownfelter b —March 1821; md 3 May 1849 to Joseph Butterbaugh 
at Pickaway Co; he was a farmer b — May 1 826 in Ohio. They had five 
children: Albin Butterbaugh; Nelson and Herman Butterbaugh (both d inf); 
Louise Butterbaugh and Mary C. Butterbaugh. 

D. Levi Frownfelter resided in Pickaway Co Ohio b 25 March 1826; d 1902; md 
Rachel Imler, she b March 1833 (they had been md 46 years in 1900 census). 
They had three known children: 

a. Henry A. Frownfelter age 6 in 1860 census; md Susan-— and in 1880 
Census was living in Stringtown, Salt Creek Twp: 

aa. Mamie Frownfelter 
bb. Florence Frownfelter 

b. James FI. Frownfelter md Inez Bockert 

aa. Grant Frownfelter dead by 1967 

bb. Roy Frownfelter in 1967 was married and lived at Rt. 1, Kingston, 
Ohio45644 and had: 

a. a. a. Francis Frownfelter 

aaaa. Marvin Frownfelter 
bbbb. Ruth Frownfelter 

c. Harley Frownfelter 

E. Catharine Frownfelter lived in Salt Creek Twp Pickaway Co; b 1 Feb 1828 in 
Ohio; d 14 Jan 1901; md 18 Aug 1847 Pickaway Co to Christian Butterbaugh; 
he b 2 Feb 1829 and d 25 March 1903 buried at Stumpf Cemetery Salt Creek 
Twp. Chid: 

a. George Butterbaugh 

b. John Wesley Butterbaugh 

d. Sarah Ann Butterbaugh 

e. Benjamin Butterbaugh 
f Cephus Butterbaugh 
g. Noah Butterbaugh 

h. Jennie Butterbaugh 

F. Hester Ann Frownfelter lived at Salt Creek Twp; b 27 Sept 1829; d 20 Feb 
1903; m 12 March 1854 at Pickway Twp to Henry North, a Justice of Peace in 
1860; he b 6 Feb 1827 and d 28 Feb 1895; both buried at Stumpf Cemetery. 
Five known children: 
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a. William North ■ " " 

b. Samantha North 

c. Mary E.Moore "•'.'-. . --" 
. - d. Isaac Franklin North --..._. - 

e. Emma A. North 

G. Benjamin Frownfelter b 22 Feb 1832; d 1 Aug 1861; m twice; no known 
cliildren. His tombstone shows him to be the son of Adam and Selma 
Frownfelter. His will is in Will Bk #4 in Pickaway Co Ohio. 

H. Israel Frownfelter resided Pickaway Co but moved to Lima Ohio; b ca 1834; 
m/1 Seba Patrick who d 28 May 1858 and is buried with her infant son at 
Stumpf Cemetery. They had another son. He m/2 16 Feb 1860 Layanna 
Goodman. 

a. Franklin Frownfelter (by 1 st wife) 

aa. Roena Frownfelter 
bb. James R. Frownfelter 

b. Otis Frownfelter 

c. Shannon Frownfelter 

d. James Frownfelter 

e. Mary E. Frownfelter 

I. Adam Frownfelter moved from Salt Creek Twp to Ashville, Pickaway Twp Co 

between 1880 and 1900. He b Jan 1838 in Ohio; m ca 1865 to Adaline . 

They had one child: 

a. Emmitt Frownfelter, he was a printer; he b June 1 866 in Ohio; m ca 

1 866 to Grace . 

aa. Cleo Frownfelter b June 1897; no heirs 
This Adam had no heirs as of 1967. 
J. Matilda Frownfelter was keeping house for her father, Adam F. when he made 
He made his will in Nov 1866; she m 2 Jan 1859 at Pickaway Co Ohio Joseph 
Spad. Nothing is known of any children. 

(Information for this family was gathered mainly from Mrs. Roy 

"Mary" Frownfelter who wrote to Bennie Frownfelter Burkett in 1967. Her 
husband was the second child of James who was the second child of Levi 
Frownfelter. Levi was the son of Adam Frownfelter who moved to Ohio from 
Berks Co PA. This Adam's father was Adam Sr., son of John Frownfelter and 
wife Margaret Blatt.) 
VII. Jacob Frownfelter needs much more research. Jacob is such a common name among 
the various Frownfelter families. We do know that when Jacob's father, John, died that this 
Jacob and his sister, Susanna, are listed as being "yet under 14 years of age". We know that 
from Mary Susanna's Taufschein (German Baptismal Certificate) that she was born 12 Aug 
1774. Jacob was probably a little older than Susanna, making him being born ca 1769. 

This Jacob is believed to be the Jacob Frownfelter who resided in Carroll Twp Perry Co 
PA, and died there before 5 August 1835, the date his estate was settled. It is known that 
another one of John Frownfelter' s sons, Henry, moved to Perry Co PA sometime soon after 
1 790 and he settled in Buffalo Twp. Henry F. was quite a bit older than Jacob for he fought in 
the Revolutionary War in 1777-1780. Henry F. died in Buffalo Twp Perry Co PA in 1823 and 
this Jacob died in Perry Co in 1835. 

It is interesting to note that at least six of John and Margaret Frownfelter's eight children 
left Berks Co PA. It is known that son Adam married and lived his entire life in Berks Co and 
his descendants are still living there today. It is not known where John's daughter Elizabeth 
settled (she married Nicholas Becker). All of the other six children left Berks County: 
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His descendants are still living there today. It is not known where John's daughter Elizabeth 
settled (she married Nicholas Becker). All of the other six children left Berks County: 
Magdalene (Shilt) and Margaret (Unger) went to Adams Co PA; their sister Susanna also went 
to e [her York or Adams Co PA; Felix settled near these sisters in Frederick Co Maryland- 
Henry and Jacob (if this is the son of John) went to Perry Co PA. 

In these Perry Co PA Orphans Court Dockets, Vol B 1829-1837 is found entries in the 
April 1835 term of court a petition to sell the real estate of Jacob Frownfelter, deceased, late of 
Carroll Twp. Wm. M. McClure was named administrator and he petitioned the court for the 
sale of 25 acres more or less adjjoining lands of John Baer, Frederick Albright and Samuel 
McClure. This was made necessary, according to the court, to "pay the debts of the deceased". 
No wife or children or other heirs were mentioned. In the above mentioned petition of the land 
is this description of his property. " About twenty acres of which are cleared, about one acre 
thereof is meadow, having erected a small log house and small log stable." 

Henry died in 1823 and Jacob died 12 years later in 1835. They both were about the 
same age at death since it is known that Henry was around 12 years older than his brother, 
Jacob. 

(Note by Bennie Burkett: My sister and I went to Perry County PA sometime around 
1 990, and the entire county seems to be extremely mountainous except the river bottom lands 
along the Susquehanna River where Jacob's brother Henry F., the Revolutionary War veteran 
lived in Buffalo Twp.) 

Vm Mary Susanna Frownfelter was b 12 August 1774 in Berks Co PA. Her father died 
before her seventh birthday and her mother died before she was 10 years old. She was the 
youngest of eight known children of John and Margaret Frownfelter. She was probably reared 
by her older brothers and sisters, and it is believed that when her sisters, Margaret and 
Magdalene, and brother, Felix, moved to Adams Co PA and Frederick County, MD Susanna 
went with them. 

In 1984 Rev. Frederick Weiser, a Lutheran minister in Adams Co PA, informed some of 
the present generation of Frownfelter s who were doing research in that area that he had bought 
the Taufschein (baptisimal certificate) of Susanna Frownfelter in an antique store in Adams 
County. It was from this certificate that the information on Susanna was found. 

Added in 1994: In a letter from Evelyn Boose, 2352 Tyrone Road, Westminister, MD, 
came this information which she had abstracted from the St. Mary's Evangelical Lutheran 
Church records, Silver Run, MD: "John Jacob, son of Felix and Maria Frauenfeldter (sic) b. 
30 April 1792; bp 21 July 1792; sponsors: Jacob Klots and Susanna Fraunfelder (sic), both 
single." This, no doubt, is the Susanna born to John and Margaret Frownfelter in 1774, and this 
bat?y was her brother, Felix's son. Susanna would have been almost 18 years old by then. She 
most Jikely married (maybe Jacob Klots!) in this area and her descendants may still be there. 
(Note that even in this one entry in the church records, Frownfelter is spelled TWO different 
ways!) 
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The following information concerning the difference be'tween the. Lutheran Church and 
the Reformed Church was published in the April, 1984 Frownfelter N&vsletter that was written 
and distributed by the late Forrest A. Brandt, Manitou springs, CO: 

Lutheran denomination and Reformed denomination. Quoted from The Palatine 
Immigrant, page 158, spring 1979 issue: 

"We've been asked what is meant by the Reformed Church. (Not "Reform", please, 
Reformed.) Briefly, the Lutheran faith followed the teachings of Martin Luther 
(1483-1546) who lived in Germany; the Reformed faith followed the teachings of Ulrich 
Zwingli (1484-1531) and John Calvin (1509-1564), both of whom lived in Switzerland, 
although Calvin was born in France. 

"Both of these Protestant faiths were usually tolerated in the German states of our 
ancestors — rarely, however, in the same state at the same time. Each was at times the "official" 
or "state" religion of one dukedom, principality, margravate, or whatever, the Palatinate 
included. 

"There is no such thing as a "Lutheran Reform" church or "Reformed Lutheran" 
church, an error that crops up occasionally on the Immigrant Ancestor File sheets." 

Comment on this from Pastor Weiser: "In Pennsylvania we have "Union Churches" — 
two congregations, one building — and to the outsider they look like "Lutheran Reformed" etc. 
whereas the arrangement was made by the thrifty Dutch who only had church meetings once 
every four weeks, so why have two buildings? 

"Today the congregations of the German Reformed Church are in the United Church of 
Christ (There are also a Dutch Reformed Church in New York and later in Michigan, to 
confuse the issue.)". 

Below is a copy of Mary Susanna Frownfelter 's Taufschein (reduced in size): 
This refers to the Mary Susanna Frownfelter discussed on the previous page. 



Margaretta Blattin Johannes Fraufelder 
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A printed, bat hand colored, lettered and decorated supplementally by an unknown 
artist who worked in western York County, Pennsylvania and in adjacent Frederick 
County. Maryland. Note the cherub figure at top center. Il.e eagle early supplanted 
the cherub in this poiition. 
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(above) — This map of Dauphin, Perry 
and Cumberland counties in PA shows 
where at least two of John's sons, 
our Henry (the Patriot) and Jacob 
lived in Perry Co. — Henry in Buff- 
alo Twp. and Jacob in Carroll Twp. 
Some of John' s grandchildren also 
lived in these counties. Henry (the 
Patriot) had sons Adam (our line) 
and Henry in Dauphin Co. 
Cr/jW)— map shows where John and 
Margaret F. had land in Berks Co. PA. 
Part of this land was patented by John's 
father, Felix soon after he came here 

from Henggart, Switzerland. 
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BERKS - HENRY SHIER 68A, 27P 4. .Allowances - 
""Now John Stump - Ret'd 17 March 1800. 

ton, ^ 

Frovf elder/ or 
John Fraunfelder" 
' *T C-29-206 



SURVEY - 



& 




Frederick or Padrick 
*6e Fitzgerald 



Xat. Acan. 



In pursuance of a warrant dated the 10 th day of June 1772 
Resurveyed the 8th da y of *pril J 7 °A the above described 
Tract of Land situate partly In Windso r and partly In 
qa.den creek Townships in the Co unty o"f BerksTontalning 
Od Acres 27 perches and the Allowante of 'sTS per cent 
for .loads 4c. Taken from Thomas Light foots field Vorks 
the 10" day of March 1800." 

Philip Myer, D.P. 

To: Dan'l. firoadhead, Esq'r. 
Surv'r. Cen'l. of Pennsylvania 
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SOURCE: SURVEY BOOK -C", VOLUME 206 , PAGE f 273 

Comm. of p a ., Dept. of Community Affairs, 
Bureau of Land Records, South Office Bid*., 
harrisburg. Pa. 17120. 



HENRY FROWNFELTER 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR SOLDIER 

Son of John and Margaret Blatt Frownfelter 

Henry 3 John 2 Felix 1 

Henry Frownfelter was probably born in the 1750s and was one of the oldest children of John 
and Margaret Blatt Frownfelter. In the settling of the estate of John Frownfelter in 1784, it lists 
Felix as being the "eldest son," then names' Henry, Magdalene (who was already married to 
Henry Shilt), and Elizabeth-these four were of age. Then it lists these four as "being yet in their H ^ fc 

minority": Adam, Jacob, Margaret and Susanna. These children were probably all born in < \ ' 

Maiden Creek Twp Berks Co PA. ^m\^ fe« r ,:\ l> A •* ^**"c V> ^ ' 

Nothing is known of Henry's childhood. We kirow that he was old enough to serve in the ^ °^/ e 
Revolutionary War. Pvt Henry Frownfelter and Pvt. Felix Frownfelter were both in Captain ^ tT 

Scheffer's Company of the First Battalion of Berks County Militia on 20 January 1777 at "-j % ^V 

Newton, Bucks Co PA. Evidently Henry's brother Felix did not serve with him in 1 780 for only £ q ^\ 7 
Henry was listed as serving on 8 September 1780 in Captain Jacob Baldy's Company of the Sixth 5" %J%T^ 
Battalion of Berks County Militia. (Pages 158, 159 and 235 of Vol V 6th Series, Pennsylvania c-> • V 



Archives.) « % ^- 

According to the Berks County PA Marriages 1730-1800, page 42, "Henrich Frauenfelder of- -i" ^ 2 
Windsor married Maria Elizabetha Kreisher on 19 December 1780." (This book of marriages "*■? p^> ^ 5 
was compiled by Jeffrey J. Howell and Frederic G. Paul in 1 986.) Thus we know that Henry F. ?^ la <f 

was in the Revolutionary War on 9 September in 1789 and that he got married to Maria "? o» «=- r-^ & 

Elisabetha Kreisher on 1 9 December in that same year. ^ "^- fc' % > 

These records show that four of the children of John and Margaret F. were married by the same "? cp "V ""^ 
pastor, Rev. William Boos: Henry in 1 789, Anna Elizabeth and her sister Maria Margaretha were J^-T ~ z 
both married on 1 3 April 1 784, and Adam F. married Catharine Bossier on 1 1 January 1 790. 
Henry Frownfelter is the only Frownfelter that is listed as the head of a household in the 1790 
census for Berks Co PA and his brother Adam is the only Frownfelter listed in the 1 800 census 
for this county. Henry probably moved his family to Buffalo Twp Perry Co PA before 1799. 
This description of the location of Buffalo Twp Perry Co PA was found in an old history book in 
the library in Perry County: "Buffalo Twp is bounded on the North by Greenwood and Liverpool 
Twp and on the West by a small stretch of the Juniata River and by Howe Twp. It is composed 
of two valleys, Bucks and Hunter's with Berry Mountain separating the two valleys." 

In the settling of Henry's estate which was first found in the court records in Perry Co 
Courthouse on 5 May 1 823, we find that he had lived in that county for over 20 years. In the 
1820 census for the county he is shown as living with his son Nicholas. Records also show that 
Henry's daughter Sophia and her husband John Kline lived in that county before they moved to 
Richland Co Ohio ca 1822. It is known that Henry's son Nicholas, was married on 9 May 1810 
to Catharine Poohl at the Zion Lutheran Church in Harrisburg, PA. Also in the same records is 
found the marriage of Henry's son John to Catharine Singer at this same church on 25 October 
1807. It should be noted that the birth of two of Adam's children are recorded in the Zion 
Lutheran Church records in Harrisburg. 

These two sons of Adam were Peter "son of Adam Frauenfelder on 2 Feb. 1818" and Henry 
"son of Adam Frauenfelder on 13 May 1820". (Frownfelter is spelled exactly as it was spelled in 
the City Archives, Zurich, Switzerland, in all of the Zion Lutheran Church records.) (This Henry 
Frownfelter b in 1820 is this writer's great grandfather who eventually moved to Arkansas 
County, Arkansas and is buried in a small cemetery near where he died in this county in 1888. 

On 7 January 1 827 an attorney for Adam Frownfelter, one of the heirs, appeared in the courtin 
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Perry County and complained that the heirs "had no notice of the meetings of the auditors 
appointed on the estate of the said (Henry Frownfelter) deceased": He went on further to state 
"that several of the heirs of said deceased reside in the state of Ohio and have resided there 
between four and five years, and two (reside) in Dauphin and one in Cumberland County." And 
would therefore not have known of the various orders being issued by the court. He also stated 
that the heirs believed that they were being "unjustly charged". 

After looking at copies of the accumulated papers filed in the Frownfelter "packet" at the 
courthouse recently one can quickly see that Henry's heirs "lost it all" to lawyers fees and a 
multitude of other charges made against the estate. 

From the statement of the attorney in 1827 mentioned above, it would seem that Sophia, 
Nicholas and Nancy were already in Ohio. Adam and John were still in Dauphin County and 
evidently Henry was the other son who was at that time in Cumberland County. However, a 
history written later in Ohio stated that John had gotten to Ohio in 1826. In one court record in 
1 830 it said Nicholas, the administrator, "had removed out of the state of Pennsylvania." 

As far as the descendants of the six children are concerned, the one good that came from all of 
these court procedures is that these records were proof that Henry and Margaret had these 
children, for in most cases no other proof is now known that specifically gives the names of their 
six children. 

We are fortunate to have found the baptismal record of Henry Frownfelter' s wife, Maria 
Elisabeth Kreisher (Kreuscher, Krisher, etc.). From Daniel Schumacher's Baptismal Register 
translated by Frederick S. Weiser, publications of the Pennsylvania German Society, Vol. 1 1968, 
is found the record of the baptism of "Maria Elisabeth, daughter of Johann Nicolaus Kreuscher 
and Maria Catharine" who was baptized 27 March, 1759 in Oley Hills, with sponsors Philipp 

Kreuscher and Maria Elisabeth Rev. Schumacher was an itinerant Lutheran minister, who also 

baptized some Kraushaar children in Lynn Twp, Lehigh Co. PA. It is believed that Maria 
Elisabeth Kreisher Frownfelter had a brother named Nicholas Kreisher who is buried at Frieden 
St. John Lutheran and reformed Church cemetery. According to his monument he was born 8 
June 1757 (almost two years before Maria Elisabeth); he died 29 June 1825. His wife was 

Elisabeth who died 6 Feb 1832 age 61 , one month and 1 1 days. This cemetery is in 

Hampden Twp. Cumberland Co PA. 

We know that Maria Elisabeth was born 27 March 1759, we know that her parents names were 

John Nicholas and Maria Catharine Kreisher and that she married Henry Frownfelter of 

Windsor Twp, Berks Co PA on 19 December 1780, and that they had six children. She was 
evidently dead by 1 820 when Henry was living with his son Nicholas in Buffalo Twp. Perry 
County PA. Then in 1823 when they probated Henry's estate no mention was made of his having 
a wife. It is hoped that further research of the Lutheran or Reformed Church records in Perry 
County will give the exact date of both Henry and Maria's death. 

From the tax indices for Kreishers from 1754 to 1770 it can be seen that four of the six original 
immigrants are listed as residing in Berks County. 

John Niclas, Phillibs and John Jost Kreisher (evidently this is the German spelling of their 
Christian names) arrived on the ship Elliott on 24 August 1749. Bastian or Sebastian Kreisher 
lived in Reading Twp by 1760 moving to Windsor Twp that year and residing there thru 1789. 
(According to Rev. Boo's records he died 26 Nov 1 800.) Michael was married and living in 
Windsor Twp by 1760 thru 1789 (he died 1790.) Yost was married and living in Windsor Twp 
by 1 760 and continued living there thru 1 766 (he d Nov or Dec 1 766.) Yost had a daughter, 
Anna Margaretha, who md Conrad Jacoby. Nicholas-Maria Elisabeth's father-was married and 
living in Alsace Twp by 1760 and on thru 1778, when he moved to Windsor Twp. He lived there 
from 1 779 on thru 1 785. He probably died about that time. 
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This information on Michel Kreisher and wife Anna Tilla was found on tombstone inscriptions 
from a cemetery at Zion's United Church of Christ, near Windsor Castle, Windsor Twp Berks Co 
PA (church and cemetery located in Perry Twp Berks Co, formerly Windsor Twp, and was 
recorded by Henry R. Schneck, Jr. of Allentown PA.) Quoting from Henry Schneck: "Two 
brownstones located at extreme lower end of old graveyard, just inside stone wall along paved 
township road running between church and cemetery: (written in German) Here lies the body of 
Michel Kreuscher (sic) born 16 Feb 1721, married to Army Tilla 45 years, 3 months and 20 days; 
died 16 July 1790, 69 years, 5 months. Here lies the body of Anna Tillia Kreuscher born 16 July 
1719, and died 27 Feb 1793, 73 years, 7 months and 11 days." 

According to Pennsylvania Archives, Vol 18 Third Series 1784 Return and Assessment, p 
686 Nicholas Kreisher was living in Windsor Twp Berks Co and he paid taxes on 200 acres of 
land and he had three horses, four cows and three sheep. In same source on p 297, Nicholas 
Kreisher owned 300 acres in 1779. 

Children of Henry and Maria Elisabeth Kreisher Frownfelter: 

I. Sophia Frownfelter b ca 1 78 1 

II. John Frownfelter b ca 1 785 

III. Nicholas Frownfelter b 27 Oct 1 788 

IV. ADAM FROWNFELTER b ca 1790 

V. Henry Frownfelter b ca 1 794 

VI. Nancy Frownfelter b ca 1 800 

I. SOPHIA FROWNFELTER b 1780 at Maidencreek Twp Berks Co PA resided in 
Maidencreek Twp in childhood, went to Perry Co PA at unknown date, then to Richland Co Ohio 
ca 1822; then to Crawford Co Ohio in 1836. She died 10 Sept 1858 in Crawford Co Ohio. 
Sophia and John Kline who was a carpenter. He was b ca 1782/85 in PA and he d 26 June 
1867/68 at Shelbina, Shelby Co MO. Known children of Sophia Frownfelter and John Kline: 

1 . Catherine Kline b ca 1 8 1 1 in PA; d 27 Jan 1 895 at East Mansfield Ohio. She married 
a farmer, Michael Orewiler who was b 1798 and died 30 Jan 2879 at Cranberry Twp Crawford 
Co Ohio. Catherine was buried at Sulphur Springs, Crawford Co Ohio. Nine children were 
named in Michael's will. 

A. Amelia Rutan Orewiler b ca 1833 

B. John Orewiler b ca 1835 

C. Hezekiah Orewiler b ca 1838 

D. Adam Orewiler b ca 1 840 

E. Michael Orewiler b ca 1842 

F. Daniel Orewiler b ca 1843 

G. Mary Orewiler b ca 1 846 

H. Nancy Wilson Orewiler b ca 1 849 
I Henry Orewiler b ca 1 855 

2. Joseph Kline b ca 1813 in PA; he was a farmer; he d 30 Oct 1875 at Liberty Twp 
Crawford Co Ohio. He married 31 Aug 1843 at Crawford Co Ohio to Elisa Seidel b in PA ca 
1816. 

A. Allen Kline b ca 1 857--adopted 24 Sept 1857--Allen Allen before adoption. 

3. Adam Kline b 3 June 1817 in Perry Co PA; lived in Cranberry Two Crawford Co Ohio 
1850-1870 was a winebrenner meister; lived at Hicksville, Defiance Co Ohio 1881-1905. He 
died 17 May 1906 at Ackerman farm four miles north of Deshler. Married 6 May 1841 at 
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Crawford Co to Susanna Keener. She b 4 Mary 1818 in PA. She died 18 Sept 1869. They had 
eight children b in Cranberry Twp Crawford Co Ohio. 

A. Caroline Kline b 21 May 1842; d 12 Sept 1931 md J. Ackerman 

B. John Kline b 16 Sept 1843; d 1930; md Isabelle Scott 

C. Nicholas b 26 July 1 846; d 1929; did not marry 

D. Jefferson Kline b 26 July 1847; d 8 Aug 1847 

E. Levi Kline b 1 1 Aug 1850; buried 29 Oct 1923 

F. Albert Kline b 8 Nov 1852 at Crawford Co Ohio; d 3 April 1943 at Prescott 
Iowa; md Nancy Jane Ervin. 

a. Lettie Kline-through this daughter, Forrest Anthony Brandt descended. 
Forrest was a foremost researcher on the Frownfelter line. Forrest was b 27 Nov 1 91 5 at 
Prescott, Iowa; he md Janet Neville Cummings 25 Oct 1944; they had one son and two 
grandchildren. He retired at a Lt. Col. in the Air Force in 1965 and they lived at Manitou Springs, 
CO; he died in April 1987. His records are in a number of libraries including the Perry Co PA 
Historical and Genealogical Library. This is the county that his ggg grandfather, Henry 
Frownfelter, the patriot died in 1823. For a number of years Forrest published a Frownfelter 
newsletter. 

4. Michael A. Kline b 23 May 1822 at Montgomery's Ferry, Perry Co PA. He was a 
carpenter and builder. He resided after 1850 in or near Auburn, DeKalb Co Indiana. He d 16 
July 1904 at his home at 610 North Main, Auburn Ind. He married 1 Dec 1844 at Crawford Co 
Ohio to Mary A. Wallace who d March 1850 and one child Sophia is believed to have been bom 
to this marriage. Sophia age is in 1850 census; age 13 in 1860 census; he md/2 Anna Maria 
Summers b 16 June 1828 or 29 at Lancaster Co PA; d 15 Sept 1908 at Auburn Ind. Buried 
Evergreen Cemetery Auburn Ind. Michael Kline had seven Children: 

A. Sophia Kline (by first marriage) 

B. John Franklin Kline b 3 Mach 1852; d 21 Dec 1903 

a. Owen Miller 

b. Nine Miller 

D. Ida Aurelia Kline b 27 Jan 1855; d 8 Jan 1862 

E. Jefferson Douglas Kline b 19 July 1861; d 17 Jan 1862 

F. Jacob Samuel Kline b 1862; d 13 Feb 1866 

G.Etta Lucinda Kline 19 Sept 1865; d 18 May 1930; m Franklin E. Fluke 
a. Phillip Kline Fluke 
. b. George Clayton Fluke 
NOTE # Richard A. Olds, 2610 Hillenbrook, Kalamazoo, Mich 49008, and Mary Fluke Best, 
5427 CR 23, A, Auburn, Ind 46796, descend from Michael A. Kline and have excellent 
information on his descendants. (This from the Nov. 1984 Frownfelter Newsletter) 
NOTE # 2: In the St. Peter's Fetterhoff's Church Records Harrisburg, PA from Old German 
Record Book 1788-1854 by Cornelius E. Kippenheffer, Emporium, PA 1963: John Klein and 
wife Sophia had son Heinrich b 20 Oct 1804 and bpt 3 1805 sponsors were Heinrich Frownfelter 
and wife Maria Elisabet. Heinrich (Henry) and Maria Elisabet Frownfelter were the parents of 
Sophia. From the records compiled years later in Ohio no mention of Sophia's son Heinrich was 
found. This Henry named for his grandfather Henry Frownfelter the patriot was probably the 
first grandchild. 

II. JOHN FROWNFELTER is found in the 1810 census in Dauphin County, PA East Hanover 
Twp. He had 2 males under 10 and 2 males 16-26. In 1820 census, Dauphin Co PA he was in 
Halifax Twp and had 3 males under 10; 2 males 10-15; 1 male 15-20, 1 male 25-45; 1 female 
under 10; 1 female 25-45. In the 1830 census of Madison Twp Richland Co Ohio he was 40-50 
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Mrs. Grace Perman, 803 Marlow Place, Mansfield, Ohio 44906, descends from Alonzo, 
" Frownfelter--this information in the early 1980s. ".-"•" 

J. Henry Frownfelter, son of John Frownfelter who was born 9 Nov. 181 1 at Dauphin 
Co., PA. He moved with his family to Richland Co. Ohio around 1826. He resided on a 51 acre 
farm between Ontario and Mansfield, Springfield Twp. Richland Co. Ohio. He was a cabinet 
maker and farmer. He married 21 Oct 1840 to Eliza M. (Edsal) Lamberton (widow of Robert 
Lamberton) by John Veller, minister, at Richland Co .Ohio. Henry F. died 2 Sept. 1 869 at home 
near Newcastle and Ontario. Eliza outlived him by 37 years Henry F. Buried at Taylor Meeting 
House Cemetery south of Ontario. Infant daughter Ann Catherine and son John Henry also 
buried there. Eliza F. Buried lot 198, Sec D2, Nevada Cemetery. 

Information for this line furnished in 1 985 by Eula M. Sortland, (her address listed 
earlier) Mrs. Sortland descends from Henry and Eliza thru Abigail Jane who md Samuel Bell; 
and thru Bessie Irene Bell (1881-1968); who md Lewis A. Althouse. Eula Althouse b. 12 Aug 
1 904, Eden Twp md Helmer Martin Sortland on 8 Jan 1 929. Eliza's children by her marriage to 
Lamberton were Sidney and Minerva. 

Children of Henry Frownfelter and Eliza (Edsal) Lamberton: 

A. Ann Catherine Frownfelter b 1843; d in infancy 

B. Abigail Jane Frownfelter b 7 Sept 1 844; md Samuel R. Bell 1 7 Jan 1 867. Their 
children: Charles Henry Bell, David Arthur Bell, Samuel Tilden Bell, Mary Eedna Bell and 
Bessie Irene Bell. 

C. John Henry Frownfelter b 24 Feb 1848; died as a result of an accident when 14 years 
old. 

D. Pledice Amanda Frownfelter b 28 Jan. 1 854; md William H. Whitmore 2 May 1 876, 
no children. 

E. William Craig Frownfelter b 1 1 July 1855; md spring of 1891 or 1892 to Margaret R. 
Borer. Their child: Waldo Frownfelter married but no heirs. 

F. Mary Florence Frownfelter b 1 1 July 1859; md 26 Dec. 1879 to Albert Cassius 
Mitchell. Their children: Effie Mitchell; Roy Henry Mitchell, and Pearl Eliza Mitchell. 

Henry and Eliza Frownfelter have no living descendants with the name of Frownfelter. 
Henry F. must have been married before he md Eliza for in the 1850 census Henry F. showed 
two daughters, Clariss, 16, and Manerva 1 1, and since Henry md Eliza in 1840, these could not 
have been their children. Henry F. made his will 29 Aug 1 869 and it was probated 4 Sept 1 869. 

*. Elizabeth Frownfelter was daughter of John Frownfelter. Mrs. Eula Sortland knew that 
her great grandfather, Henry had a sister Elizabeth as well as a brother Adam. She recalled the 
names of cousins Ellen Heppard, Oliva Heppard, Jake Heppard and Charly Heppard. In the 1 850 
census of Weller Twp Richland Co shows on page 264: Stephen Hepperd age 30 b VA; wife 
Elizabeth age 31 b PA and children, John 7, Elizabeth 6, Eliza 3, Jacob 1. This may beElizabeth 
the daughter of John F. However according to the age given in the census she would have been 
born in or around 1819. This would have been eight years after the birth of Henry F 
III. NICHOLAS FROWNFELTER was b 27 October 1788 in Maidencreek Twp, Berks Co 
PA. This birth date was figured from his death record that is recorded in Bloominggrove Twp 
Cemetery Records, Richland County, Ohio, According to these records he died 5 Sept. 1 852, age 
63 yrs, 10 mo, 8 days. 

^ammOmm ih in" Wi i j * irmfi^*te»«g«~— ~T i fci il i miliiW 

•*^™^* ,BI * , *>^**"** l ^"i l ^*^*F*>P9. It is known that Nicholas was in 
Dauphm County in 1 810 for he married Catherine Poohl at Zion Lutheran Church on 8 May 
1810. This record is found in the book, Records of Pastoral Acts at Zion Lutheran Church, 
Harrisburg, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 1795-1827 translated and edited by Frederick's. 
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Weiser(1987). 

In this same source book is found the birth dates of two of Nicholas' brothers children, Peter 
and Henry, children of Adam Frownfelter. Nicholas' nephew, Henry, eventually came to 
Arkansas County, Arkansas and his descendants knew that Henry had been born in Harrisburg in 
1 820, though they had not known his exact birth date until it was found in this church record. 

It is known that Nicholas' brothers Adam and John both lived for a number of years in Dauphin 
Co (as traced through the census), but no one has worked on Nicholas' line and he is first located 
by this researcher in the 1820 census of Perry County with a male over 45 living in the household 
and it is believed that this male was his father, Henry. Evidently the mother, Mary Elizabeth, was 
already dead. It is known that she was dead by 1 823 when the father, Henry, died and Nicholas 
was the son named to settle his father's estate in Buffalo Twp, Perry Co, PA. 

Even though Nicholas was named the administrator of the father's estate he, along with a 
number of his sisters and brother John had moved to Ohio long before the estate was settled. The 
estate settlement was not finally achieved until some eight years later. 

In the 1830 census Nicholas was in Franklin Twp, Richland County, Ohio with his wife and 
family, two boys and five girls in the household. In the 1 840 census he was living in 
Bloominggrove Twp, Richland County, and was still there in the 1850 census (on page 162, 
District 127, Bloominggrove Twp: 

91 91 Nixholas Frownfelter (actually spelled that way 61 b in PA 
Catharine " 60 b in PA 

Anna " 39 b in PA 

Sarah " 37 bin PA 

The cemetery records mentioned above also show the death of his wife Catharine, as 3 Apr 
1 877 aged 87 years, 3 months and 8 days. Nicholas made a will (per book entitled Richland Co. 
Ohio Abstracts of Wills, 1813-1873) on 8 May 185 1 and left to wife Catharine entire estate 
including mansion and 50 acres. To his children he left the residue after death of wife. His 
daughter Anne Freeman was to get a cow in addition to her equal share. Executors were wife 
Catharine and son William Frownfelter. No other children were named. (Note: Children would 
probably be named in court records settling his estate upon the death of wife Catharine in 1877.) 
Both are buried in Evangelical German Reform Cemetery, Bloominggrove Twp Richland Co 
Ohio. 

Children of Nicholas and Catharine Poohl Frownfelter: 

1 . Anna Frownfelter b ca 181 1 (census) and she lived with parents in the 1 850 census. 
She married a man named Freeman as she is listed as Anna Freeman in her father's will. 

2. Sarah Frownfelter b ca 1813 and she lived with her parents in the 1850 census. 

3. Mary Frownfelter b ca 1815 and lived in Bloominggrove Twp and the village of Rome. 
She married 20 June 1 840 at Richland Co Ohio to William Van Horn who was a carpenter and 
grocer. He was b 1808 and d 1885. Mary d 1891. Both are buried in the Presbyterian Cemetery, 
Bloominggrove Twp. Their birth and death records are from the cemetery records. They had 
two children, Gustavus age 9 in 1850 and Mary age four in 1850. Catharine, her mother and 
widow of Nicholas Frownfelter was living with this family in the 1870 census. 

4. Nancy Frownfelter was b 1819 (census) and she lived in Bloominggrove Twp Richland 
Co Ohio. She married Jacob Pifer a harnessmaker who ws b ca 1815 in PA. They had nine 
children: James, John, Joel, Susanna, Nancy, Jacob, Charity or Charlotte, Catharine, and 
Elizabeth. Charlotte, Catharine and Elizabeth were the only children at home in 1 870. 

5. William Frownfelter b ca 1829 (census) and he was a clerk in 1850. He lived at Salem, 
Cass Twp in 1860 census (Richland Co Ohio). He was named in his father's will and his mother 
Catharine Hved with him in the 1 860 census. He married Emily and she was b ca 1 83 1 
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which would mean he was born in the 1 780s. He probably was olde • than his brother Nicholas. 
He was not found in the 1840 or '50 census of Richland Co so he probably died before 1 840. 

In the Zion Lutheran Church Records, Harrisburg, Dauphin Co PA 1795-1826, translated 
by Frederick S. Weiser, pg 78 is the marriage record of "Johannes Frauenfelder and Catharine 
Singers" on 25 Oct 1807. It should be noted that John's brother, Adam, was in the above 
mentioned census and lived in Middle Paxton Twp. Also in the church records mentioned above 
are the birth records of two of Adam's sons, Peter b 2 Feb 1818 and our Henry b 13 May 1820. 
Also the marriage of John and Adam's brother Nicholas is also recorded in this book of church 
records. He married Catharine Poohl~it is recorded thusly: "Niecol. Franenfelder and Cath. 
Poohl." 

On 27 April 1809 John F. and wife Catharine Singer sold land in Upper Paxton Twp Dauphin 
Co PA. They were living at that time in Halifax Twp Dauphin Co. This land was owned by 
Catherine Singer Frownfelter's father (dec), Henry Singer. In the settling of this estate it named 
her sisters Elizabeth, Barbara and brothers Henry and Abraham. (From Deed Book U-l pg 354 
dated 1816, Dauphin Co PA.) 

It is believed that John moved his family to Richland Co Ohio in 1 826. On pg 937 of the 
History of Richland Co Ohio by Graham, is found this information: "Adam Frownfelter, son of 
John was b 13 Jan 1809 in Dauphin Co PA, came to Richland Co with his father in 1826 and laid 
out lots for the village of New Castle." Mrs Eula M. Sortland, in Upper Sandusky, Ohio (age 80 
in 1985) is a great granddaughter of Henry and Eliza Frownfelter. She believes that Henry was 
born in Dauphin Co PA, came to Mansfield, Richland County, at age 14 ( 1826), and that the 
above mentioned Adam B 1809 was his brother, and they had a sister, Elizabeth who married a 
Heppard. 

It is not known when the father, John, died. It is probable that John moved his family to 
Richland Ohio about the same time as his sister, Sophia Frownfelter Kline was in Richland Co 
and brother Nicholas who lived in Bloominggrove Twp Richland Co in 1 840 and in 1 830 was in 
Franklin Twp, Richland Co. Also living in that area at that same time was another sister, Nancy 
Frownfelter Wittel. 

While the census of 1 820 shows that John had (at that time) three sons and one daughter, the 
records and the descendants of these Frownfelters in Ohio could name only three children—two 
sons, Adam and Henry and one daughter, Elizabeth. Children of John Frownfelter: 

1. Adam Frownfelter son of John Frownfelter was b 13 Jan 1809; d 25 April 1881 age 72 
yrs. According to Records of Deaths of Crawford Co Ohio Vol. 2, pg 44 Adam was a carpenter 
and joiner b in Dauphin Co PA/ and he died at Jackson, Ohio; cause of death consumption, last 
residence Cranberry Twp. From the same source is this information on his wife, Elizabeth 
Martin Frownfelter; married 31 Oct 1834; she died 12 July, 1881 age 66 yrs, 4 months, 18 days. 
Cause of death measles, place of death Jackson and last residence New Washington, From the 
New Washington Herald "Friday 6 May, 1881. Mr Adam Frownfelter, one of our pioneer settlers, 
died of old age at his home west of town, last Monday. Deceased was 72 years old. His remains 
were interred in the cemetery at Millsboro last Wednesday forenoon." 

A. Alonzo V. Frownfelter of Jackson, Crawford Co Ohio: His will was written on 
18 Nov. 1907 at Crestline, Ohio. He wrote: " I give, devise and bequeath to Electa Alice 
Frownfelter, my beloved wife, all my personal property and real estate to be hers as long as she 
remains my widow; and at her remarriage or death, the same to revert to my two daughters, Mrs. 
Alice Lucretia Morton, and Mrs. Maude Adna Fisher, share and share alike..." (This application 
is from Probate Court Records of Crawford, County.) 

B. Lucretia Frownfelter 

C. John Frownfelter 
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in Ohio. Three known children were shown in the 1860 census: Orville, 5; Ida, 3: and Alice 5 
" months. - 

IV. ADAM FROWNFELTER was b ca 1790 probably in Maiden Creek Twp Berks Co PA. 
This is the son through which Bennie Frownfelter Burkett descends and a complete lineage on 
him is in the next chapter. 

V. HENRY FROWNFELTER was b ca 1794 and he died 30 Sept 1862 age 68. The following 
information was compiled by Forrest Brandt, Manitou Springs, CO (he died in 1987) and at this 
time this is all the information that is available to this writer: 

Henry is suspected of being the son of Henry and Maria Elizabeth Kreisher-thought to be 
their fifth child. According to a sworn statement made before Sam'l Linn in Perry County Court 
on 2 Jan 1 827 by Joseph Wettmer, the attorney for Adam Frownfelter, oisof the heirs of Henry 
Frownfelter, several of the heirs of the deceased had resided in the state of Ohio for four or five 
years, and two were in Dauphin and on in Cumberland County, It is pretty well established that 
Sophia, Nancy and Nicholas went to Ohio in the early 1 820s. It is also known that in 1 820 Adam 
was in the Paxton Twp, Dauphin County and John was in Halifax Twp Dauphin County. With 
three of the six in Ohio, two in Dauphin Co, only one, Henry, is left to account for. Thus it 
appears reasonable to conclude that the one in Cumberland County in 1 827 had to be Henry 
Frownfelter. 

The 1 820 census index for Pennsylvania does not show a Henry in Cumberland County, 
but a Henry is shown in Bethel Twp of Lebanon County, ages 16-23, and a female age 26-44, and 
2 females under 10. The ages of the man and woman could very well be Henry and Elizabeth. 
The 1830 census index doesn't show Henry or John in Pennsylvania but it does not show Adam 
in Middle Paxton Twp of Dauphin County. (Brandt then states that he had not searched the 
Cumberland County census to see if Henry was shown therein.) 

In the 1 850 census Henry is found in the family of Jonas Eschelberger on page 292, East 
Pennsboro Twp Cumberland County. He is age 56, but wife Elizabeth is not in the same 
household. This final information from DAR Cemetery Records of Shermans town, Camp Hill, 
Silver Springs, Cumberland County: Buried at St. John 's of Shiremanstown, East Pennsboros'- 

Henry Frownfelter b ca 1794; d 30 Sept 1862, age 68 

Elizabeth Frownfelter (his wife) b 19 Apr 1784; d 21 Feb 1853 

VI. NANCY FROWNFELTER was b ca 1 800; d 28 March 1 875 at Cranberry Twp Crawford 
Co Ohio. She married Michael Wittel who was b 24 July 1797 at Wurtemburg, Germany. He 
died 1 1 Dec 1877 at Cranberry Twp Crawford Co Ohio. It is believed that Nancy Frownfelter 
Wittel and husband moved to Ohio about the same time as her sister Sophia and brothers 
Nicholas and John. Nancy and husband had five children: 

1. Nicholas Wittel 

2. John Wittel 

3. Mary E. Wittel 

4. Catharine Wittel b 1833; md 21 Jan 1851 to Michael Seydel/Sidell 

A. Andrew Sidell 

B. Almira Sidell 

C. Eiza Sidell 

D. Mary E. Sidell 

5. Nancy A. Wittel 

A note in the Frownfelter News-Finder Newsletter for November 1984 says. "Miss June 
Ferguson, 5663 Star Rt. 103, New Washington, Ohio 44854 has excellent information on the 
descendants of Nancy and Michael Wittel." 
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PRIMARY SOURCE RECORDS ON THE PATRIOT HENRY FROWNFELTER, Sr 
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Henry Frownf elter • and hi-s - 
older brother Felix were ' 
both in Captain Schepper's 
Company of Berk's Co. PA 
Militia. Bennie (Burkett) 
Frownfelter and Elsie Marie 
(Hargrove) Frownfelter were 

the first two persons to 

prove Henry Frownfelter as 
berks county militia, 1777. a Revolutionary War soldier 

for the National Society 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution. Laura Eliz- 
abeth Burkett (Bennie* s 
granddaughter) went in 
Children of the American 
Revolution (C.A.R.) on the 
service of her ggggg grand- 
father Henry F. in 1992 
when she was one month old. 



FIIiST BATTALION. 

CoivtitL 
Danirl Hunter. Hay IT. ITT7. 
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Chaplain. 
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From : " Berks County Marriages , 1730-1.800", Frederi c 6. Faul 
St Jeffre y 3. Howell. 1JT36. W ^ [ UP&U&aAviS 

Page 74- 31Mchl7S9, Adam Krei scher ?, Sophia Feick, Windsor 
Township. Rev. William Boos 

Page 56- 6Apr 17S4. Jacob Kreisher & Catharina Shlier, 
Wensor Township, Rev. William Boos 

Page 64- 26t1chl7S6. Daniel Fieser S« Susanna Kraushaar, 

Medencreek (Maidencreek Township), Rev. Mm. Boos 

Page 42- l?Decl7S0 . Henri ch Frauer. f el de r J* Mar i a E Hsabeth a 
= Krei she r . Winds or Townshi p . Rev - _Wbi . Boos 

Page SO- 17Augl7?0, Henri ch Richel ". Catharina Krei scher. 
Windsor Township. Re . . Win. Boos 
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most of Henry's brother: 
and sisters . 
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From : "Dani el S chumache r y s Bapti sma l Register " ,. trans lated 
Frederic k .-£. - Wei ser . Publications o-f. the p 



German Society/ Volume I, 196B. 
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Copy of the inventory of Henry Frownfelter ' s "goods and chattels! 
rights" as listed on 8 May, 1823. The administrator, Nicholas j 
Frownfelter, was one of Henry's sons. Nicholas, his parents and^ 
his brothers and sisters signed their names sometimes in German : ; 
script and sometimes in English. Note from the above that 
Nicholas Frownfelter signed this at the courthouse at Landisburgj 
which was the county seat of Perry County in 1823— later it was j 
moved to the present site at New ^loomfield, PA. These inven- ! 
tories graphically show us the simple lifestyle our ancestors 
had some 175 years ago. >;-. - 
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Copy of the sale bill found in the estate file at. the Perry County Courthouse in 
Bloomfield, PA of Henry Frownfelter, Revolutionary War soldier who fought from -' 
-"Berks Co., PA. "He moved from Berks County to" Perry County around "1810 and died" 
in Buffalo Township probably in April 1823--his estate was inventoried May 8, 1823 
Henry's son Nicholas was the administrator" and by the" time it was finally,, settled 
nine years later, Nicholas and siblings John, Sophia and Nancy had "all moved to 
Richland and Crawford counties in Ohio — our Adam was at Harrisburg "-a.nd ''Henry was 
nearby'. ■'• • ■ . * ;•„-.•£ -~.^>7 :• • " S_\'.^'/- '['\>'~ 
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-iBjIirtiie oCw order of the Orphans' Court of Perry ,cp^nt|;> ; 
Wtt\ bSexposed to sale by public outcry, on the premises, 'on^X:^ 

Saturday the ITth of May iiext^ 

at ten o'clock, A; M ; the following describedJ^A^ 
laie^ol^ ; 

^^ 
Situate in Buffa}pe : tQwnship, Perry county, bo^o^ by ^01 

HSaniul^ib^ 

containing 



i . -■- 



■ >" >£ $ sJ •'•• raid ■^^# r *B ■•f ■■■iPlpr %# .. v ;;,^? 



-,- =" --.ST.- * S*V • 

THereori erected— about 30 acres of said land is cleared, with ■ 
*6me Meadowy an^a young- apple orchard-rrw|t|i,several good 
?$jpringJo^ house; Attendance: .WiU P| B*&%i 

H^fB^^M^is^^^y^ by.--,-- h&^^-Wi^^M 

■ •'. : ^ ' : ; ; .p< Administrator of said dec c d. ; 

/■^ih*Cmtii£^< B. MITCHELL, Clerk* "; j'feV : ./;^ '; ; ; 
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A. MAGEE, PcixTsa— Lmdisbwg. 
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ADAM FROWNFELTER 
Son of Henry Frownfelter, the Patriot, and wife Maria Elizabeth Kreisher 

Adam 4 , Henry 3 , John 2 , Felix 1 

Adam Frownfelter was bom in 1790 (according to the census), and was probably born in 
Maiden Creek or Windsor Twp in Berks Co PA. We know that his parents, Henry and Maria 
Elizabeth Frownfelter were married 19 December 1780 in that area, and in the 1790 census they 
already had one daughter (Sophia b ca 1781) and three sons (Nicholas b 1788, John and either 
Henry Jr. or Adam.) 

It is not known when Adam's parents left Berks Co PA but it is known that Adam's father 
Henry, bought land around 1807 in Perry Co PA. So far the place of the marriage of Adam to 
Hester has not been located, nor has Hester's maiden name been determined. It is believed that 
they were married around 1812 for their first know child, Maria, was born ca 1814 (census). 
Adam and Hester are first shown as a family in the 1 820 census where they are found living in the 
Middle Paxton Twp, Dauphin Co PA. At this time they had two males under 10, two females 
under 10 and an extra female "over 45". From the census it appears that Hester was born ca 1794. 

Adam and Hester continued to live in the Harrisburg area until after the 1830 census where it is 
known that they had one son under 5, one son 5-10, two sons 10-15, and one daughter under 5, 
one daughter 5-10, and two daughters 10-15. Their last child, a son , Adam Augusta, was not 
born until 183 1 . At the courthouse at Harrisburg, records show that Adam bought 10 acres of 
land in Upper Paxton Twp Dauphin Co PA on 25 April 1827 (Deed Bk. D Vol 2.) This township 
is directly across the Susquehanna River from Buffalo Twp Perry Co where it is known that 
Adam's father Henry, died in 1823, but Adam evidently never moved to Upper Paxton Twp since 
he was still in Harrisburg in 1830.. 

Birth records for two of Adam's children were found in the Zion Lutheran Church records of 
Harrisburg, PA (1795-1826). These records were written in German and the pastor at that time 
was George Lockman. These records have been translated and published by Dr. Frederick S. 
Weiser. Adam and Hester's sons whose births were recorded at this church were Peter b 2 Feb. 
1818 and my great grandfather, Henry b 13 May 1820. Two of Adam Frownfelter's brothers' 
marriages are also recorded in these Zion Lutheran Church records: John Frownfelter married 
Catharine Singer there 25 Oct. 1807 and Nicholas Frownfelter married Catharine Poohl there 8 
May 1810. This recently found translation of these church records verify what Henry's daughter- 
in-law, Amanda King Frownfelter, wrote in her little family record book in the 1 880s. She simply 
stated that "Henry Frownfelter was born in Harrisburg PA in 1820." This was after the family had 
all moved to Arkansas County. Arkansas-unfortunately she did not give any information on her 
husband's mother, Jane, even though she too, was living at the time. 

It is not known when Adam and Hester moved their family to Lafayette. Indiana, but their 
youngest child Adam Augustus was born in PA in 1831. It appears that all their'children moved 
to Indiana with them, but at least one daughter had already married, for in the 1850 census, Adam 
and Hester's daughter, Maria Driscoll has a 16-year-old son , Timothy who had been born in PA. 
It is known that they were living in Lafayette, Indiana in 1 840 (census) when only two sons and 
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two daughters were still living at home. 

Adam Frownfelter was always shown in the census as a carpenter and all of his sons seemed to 
have followed their fathers profession as cabinet makers, carpenters and/or brickmasons. The 
only exception was Adam's son, Joseph, who was shown as a teacher in the census. 

It is interesting to note that Adam's son, Henry, who was 63 years old when he came to Arkansas 
County, Arkansas, brought his masonry tools with him. He probably never used his tools here as 
he homesteaded land some 15 miles from the closest town. My father, Edward Benjamin 
Frownfelter, a grandson of Henry, remembers seeing the old masonry tools and he kept his 
grandfather's masonry trowel which now belongs to me (BFB). 

By the time the 1870 census was taken in Lafayette, both Adam and wife, Hester, were dead. No 
record of the death of Adam could be found, but it is known that he was alive in the 1860 census 
and was not listed in the 1870 census. It is believed that Adam Frownfelter probably died in 1866 
for it was noted in the Deed Book of that period that Hester Frownfelter and her children were 
selling various lots to different children in the family. For instance in Deed Book #50 page 433 
dated 26 Nov. 1866 the children and their spouses and their mother sold lot #16 in the Cabot and 
Huntington Addition to another child, Anna Elizabeth Cole. No mention was made of the father, 
Adam. 

In September 1990 Bennie and Elsie Marie (Frownfelter) made a trip to Lafayette and did further 
research. During this trip they were able to get into the Tippacanoe County Historical Society's 
holdings which are in a separate building from the courthouse. It is the practice in this county to 
place all early records from the courthouse to the Historical Society's building and museum. This 
building is open only on certain days, and then only for short hours. 

But from this source we found the exact date of Hester's funeral. In the Frownfelter file was 
found the original statement from "T. Baker, Dr. for three carriages for funeral of Mrs. 

Frownfelter on December 13 1869 $12." Also in this file was a statement from Dr. M..S. 

Scudder for "attendance to funeral of Hester Frownfelter... $6, On Scudder's letterhead it stated 
he was "undertaker and dealer in furniture", so he probably was also an embalmer. In the settling 
of the estate of Hester F. there was a receipt from her son Peter V. Frownfelter for receiving 
payment from the estate "for $20 advanced by me for the coffin for the burial of deceased? - :i '; 

Hester made her will on 8 May 1869 and probably died a day or so before her funeral on 13 Dec 
1869. Her will was probated on 31 Jan 1870 when two of the three witnesses to the writing of 
the will swore in court that they had seen Mrs. Frownfelter sign her last will. From her will we 
were able to prove the names of her children and even some of her grandchildren. After all the 
bequests had been fulfilled as stated in her will, the remainder was divided, as directed, equally 
among her surviving children. A signed statement from each of these children showed that they 
got a final settlement that varied, but the $75.33 that Henry got was about average. James A. 
Cole, the husband of Hester's daughter Ann Elizabeth Cole was in charge of the settlement, 
although no paper was found naming him the executor/administrator. The surviving sons were 
Peter V. and Henry, and the daughters were Ann Elizabeth Cole, Maria R. Driscoll and Sophia 
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Stout. Her children that predeceased her were John G., Joseph, Adam Augusta and Susan. 

During our visit there in 1990 we checked the site of all the early cemeteries and were told that 
the oldest was probably what is now known as The Old Settler's Cemetery which was earlier 
known as the City Cemetery. At the cemetery sexton's office we found that they had kept a card 
file on all the lots ever sold and they also had many cards for those buried there. But no record of 
the burial of Adam or Hester could be found; however most of the children of this couple had 
bought lots there in the 1840 and 1850s. Our Henry Frownfelter had bought a 16x16 ft. Lot there 
in 1850 and their records did not show that anyone had been buried there and we found no grave 
markers on the lot. The sexton told us that any of Henry Frownfelter's heirs could claim the lot! ! 
A plaque at the entry to the grounds now states that most of Lafayette's early settlers are buried 
in this cemetery. It is beautifully kept and is enclosed by an iron fence. The only Frownfelter 
marker that can now be read is that of John Frownfelter who died 28 April 1847--he was Adam 
and Hester's son. 

The two trips to Tippacanoe Co Ind. by my sister and me revealed much about the Frownfelter 
family even though we have yet to find any descendants of any of the eight children who lived to 
maturity except, of course, our ancestor, Henry, a son of this couple. The land records at the 
courthouse at Lafayette showed that Adam and Hester bought and sold many pieces of property 
in that town, and most of their children owned property there also. The records indicate that they 
made an excellent living there. The family probably remained active in the Lutheran Church there 
in Lafayette but Henry, his son, most likely never went to the Lutheran Church after leaving there, 
for there were no Lutheran churches in the area where he moved to in Missouri nor Arkansas. 

While we were in Lafayette in 1990 we went to the section of town where Adam and Hester 
owned a number of lots. Most of their land records indicated they lived at 15th and Hartford 
Avenue, which was at that time in the 4th Ward. Today that entire block on one side of the street 
is a paved parking lot for a large hospital that is on the other side of the street. According to the 
land descriptions, Adam and Hester and eventually their children owned all lots on this block on 
both sides of the street. It is located not far from the downtown area of today. The 15th and 
Hartford Ave. area is still well kept and prosperous looking with a number of brick homes and 
businesses that could very well have been built by the Frownfelters around the Civil War era. 
The 1 876-1 877 Lafayette City Directory (copies in the Lafayette City Library) lists only two 
Frownfelter families-that of our Henry who was listed as a mason and living at the same address 
was a John Frownfelter also a mason. This John was probably Henry's son John, who by that 
time would have been around 20 years of age and already married as he had a son, Arthur, who 
was born ca 1876. 



Children of Adam and Hester Frownfelter (AH born in Pennsylvania) 

I. Maria R. Frownfelter b ca 1 8 14 

II. Sophia Frownfelter b ca 1815 

III. Peter V. Frownfelter b 2 Feb. 1818 

IV HENRY FROWNFELTER b 13 May 1820 

V. John G. Frownfelter b 23 May 1823 
VI. Ann Elizabeth Frownfelter b. ca 1825 
VII. Joseph Frownfelter b. ca 1827 
VIII. Susan Frownfelter b. ca 1829 

IX. Adam Augusta (Gustavus) Frownfelter b. ca 1831 
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I. MARIA R. FROWNFELTER b ca 1814; md John Driscoll; he is shown as having been 
born in Ireland and she in PA. John Driscoll was probably-dead by the time the estate of Maria's 
mother was settled for he did not sign with her on the receipt for her inheritance. Their children 
as shown in the 1850: 

1 . Timothy Driscoll b ca 1 834 in PA 

2. Peter M. Driscoll b ca 1 838 in Indiana 

3 . John Driscoll b ca 1 842 in Indiana 

4. Adam Driscoll b ca 1843 " " 

5. Susannah Driscoll b ca 1848 

It is not clear whether Joanna and Susannah are the same person- Joanna is not listed in 
the 1850 census, but in the 1860 census she is shown living with her grandparents, Adam and 
Hester Frownfelter and she is then 12 years old. In her grandmother's will Joanna is listed as a 
"granddaughter who has already received real estate." The other children of Maria are not 
mentioned in the grandmother's will. In the 1850 census Maria and Anna (sisters) are shown 
living very close to their parents in the 4th Ward of Lafayette. 

II. SOPHIA FROWNFELTER b ca 1815 in PA (probably in Harrisburg); md McCalley 
Stout on 1 1 Jan 1 838 by Justice of Peace (recorded in Marriage Bk K pg 53, Tippacanoe Co Ind). 
By the 1850 census Sophia and family were living in the city of Louisville, KY in the 8th Ward, 
and they were living in that town in January 1869 when her mother made her will. In the will she 

states " and to make my daughter Sophia Stout equal with them (referring to her other children 

already listed in the will) I hereby give and bequeath to her a note given by McCawley (sic) Stout 
her husband and the interest thereon." He was listed as a bricklayer. Their children shown in the 
census were: 

1 . Hester E. Stout b ca 1 839 Ind. 

2. Alonzo C. Stout b ca 1841 KY 

3. Elizabeth V. Stout b ca 1843 KY 

4. John Stout bca 1845 KY 

5. Sarah M. Stout b ca 1848 KY 

ffl. PETER V. FROWNFELTER was b 2 Feb 1818 and his birth is recorded in the Zion 
Lutheran Church records in Harrisburg, PA. In the 1850 census he and his wife were found in 
Iroquois Co Illinois (census Dist. #21 pg. 150), and he was listed as a cabinet maker. His wife 
was Mary E. — b ca 1819 in NY. Living in the same household were two children and two male 
adults, but none had the Frownfelter name. He loaned $20 to buy the coffin for his mother and 
the records show that he was repaid at the settlement of her estate. His death date is not known. 

IV. HENRY FROWNFELTER b 13 May 1820 and his birth is recorded in the Zion 
Lutheran Church records in Harrisburg PA. This is the great grandfather of Bennie and Elsie 
Marie Frownfelter and a full review of his life, as far as is known, is given in the next chapter. He 
was married to Jane Hall in Lafayette Ind on 18 May 1845. They moved from Lafayette to 
Quincy, Hickory Co MO ca 1878 and then in 1883 moved to Arkansas Co Arkansas. Their 
children were 

1 . Hester Ellen Frownfelter b ca 1 846 Ind 

2. Josephine Frownfelter b ca 1852 Ind. She died before they came to Arkansas. 
3 GEORGE HOWARD FROWNFELTER b 29 Dec 1852 This is the grand- 
father of Elsie Marie and Bennie Frownfelter. A complete line on him follows. 

4. John Townsend Frownfelter b ca 1856 IL 
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5. William H. Frownfelter b ca 1858 in IL 

6, James A. Frownfelter b in Sept. 1 862 in Ind.; died 1937 in Perkins, OK 

V. John G. Frownfelter b 23 May, 1823 in PA; d 27 or 28 April 1847 in Lafayette Ind 
buried in City Cemetery-now called the Old Settlers Cemetery in Lafayette. In Marriage Bk I pg 
89 Tippacanoe Co IN is recorded his marriage to Caroline Whitney on 28 Dec 1846. In the files 
at the Tippacanoe Co Historical society was found a statement dated 19 Aug 1848 that Adam 
Frownfelter, father of J.G. Frownfelter deceased was "paid $306 board for keeping his son from 
the time he was 21 (May 23 1843) until his death (April 27 1847) being a period of three years, 
eleven months and four days at $1 .50 per week." From John's mothers will we know that John 
had a wife and a son John F. Frownfelter. In a 1850 deed book was found where Caroline, 
widow of deceased John Frownfelter sold a half interest in Lot #75 in Cabot and Huntington 
Addition to Adam A. Frownfelter for $250. It also stated that there was a son, John Francis. At 
the Old Settler's Cemetery was found a record where John G. And Adam A. Shared the cost of a 
lot and now in 1990 John G. Frownfelter' s marker is the only Frownfelter marker still legible in 
the cemetery. After John's death his widow, Caroline, probably moved to Branch Co Michigan 
for in the 1 850 census a Caroline Frownfelter age 25 b in NY is living in the household of Joshua 
Whitney age 68 and wife Huldah age 59 along with two other females and one male. There was 
no mention of Caroline and John Frownfelter' s so John Francis Frownfelter. 

VI. ANN ELIZABETH (ELIZA) FROWNFELTER b ca 1 825 in PA; md James E. Cole 9 
Nov 1 843 in Lafayette IN. In the marriage record she is listed as Eliza Frownfelter. Her husband 
was listed in the 1 850 census as being a carpenter b in NY. In this census they were living very 
close to her parents in the 4th Ward. James Cole was in charge of settling the estate of his wife's 
mother although no records could be found of his appointment, and Hester did not name an 
executor in her will. Children listed in the 1 850 census: 

1. Floretta Cole b ca 1844 IN 

2. William A. Cole five months old; b IN 

VII. Joseph Frownfelter b ca 1827 in PA. In the 1850 census he was living with his 
parents in the 4th Ward, Lafayette and he was listed as a teacher. According to his mother's will 
in 1 860 he had already died and he left no heirs. 

VIII. SUSAN FROWNFELTER b ca 1 829 PA; d 2 Nov 1844 age 15 years. This 
information was found in the card file at the Old Settler's Cemetery, but her marker is no longer 
legible. 

IX. ADAM AUGUSTUS FROWNFELTER b ca 183 1 in PA; d before 1869. In his 
mother's will it is mentioned that he was deceased and "his only surviving son James A. 
Frownfelter" was to share in his grandmother's estate. When Adam (also sometimes listed as 
Gustavus) made his will on 17 Nov 1868 he was at Frankfort, Clinton Co IL 

From information gathered through the census and Hester Frownfelter' s will we are able 
to determine the names of the male grandchildren of Adam and Hester Frownfelter-those that 
might have carried on the Frownfelter line: 

1. John Francis Frownfelter~son of John G. Frownfelter who may have died by the 
1850 census, if it were his mother, Caroline Frownfelter, that is listed in the Whitney household in 
Michigan—this Caroline did not have a son listed with her. 

2. James A. Frownfelter~only son of Adam Augustus Frownfelter-nothing further 
is known on this line except he was still alive when his grandmother Hester Frownfelter made her 
will in January 1869. 
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3. George Howard Frownfelter-son of Henry Frownfelter-George left four sons, 
none of whom had any male heirs. 

4. John Townsend Frownfelter--son of Henry Frownfelter. This is probably the 
only male heir leaving male children who still has a male Frownfelter living today! John 
Townsend Frownfelter had a son Arthur who had two sons and one of those sons had two sons, 
so there are probably heirs in this line. John T. Had another son Henry who had two sons, one 
had only girls but the other one had a son and a daughter. It is known that this son now has a son 
and two daughters. That son lived in Colorado Springs, Colorado in the 1980s. For more 
information on this line see John Townsend Frownfelter in the next chapter as a son of Henry and 
Jane Hall Frownfelter. 

5. William H. Frownfelter—son of Henry and Jane Frownfelter—never married 

6. James A. Frownfelter—son of Henry and Jane Frownfelter—had no children. 
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This is the entry gate to the 
Old Settlers Cemetery in La- 
fayette Indiana. The Frownfelters 
all owned lots here. Henry F. 
who is buried in Coffield Cem. 
in Ark. Co. AR still owns a 
vacant lot in this cemetery. 



The only Frownfelter stone 
still legible is for son 
John F. who died 2 7/28 Apr. 
1847. He left a son John 
Francis F. who may have left 
heirs. The cemetery is well 
kept and ^ sexton is on duty 
and has records of the purchase 
of lots but not all burials. 
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Proof that Adam's son 
John G. was ill and liv- 
ed with his parents for 
three years before his 
death in 1847. John's 
grave marker is still 
legible in Old Settler's 
Cemetery in Lafayette. 
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Adam and Hester's son 
paid in advance for the 
coffin for for his moth- 
er and was paid back out 
of the estate. This was 
son Peter V. Frownfelter 
No further records have 
been found for this line 
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The actual bills 
for the payment of 
expenses following 
the death of Hester c 
Frownfelter were 
found in the estate 
file of Hester at th 
Tippacanoe County 
Historical library 
in Lafayette, Ind . 



The family hired 
three carriages to 
take them to the cem 
etery. This state- 
ment proves that she 
was buried 13 Dec. 
1869 which means she 
died ca 11/12 of Dec 



SIGNATURES OF FOUR OF HESTER FROWNFELTER * S FIVE SURVIVING CHILDREN 



In settling Hester 
Frownfelter ' s estate - 
four of her living 
children signed this 
statement after re- 
ceiving their share 
of her estate (all 
had received property- 
earlier) , 

Hester's other liv- 
ing child, Anna 
Elizabeth "Eliza" 
evidently didn't 
sign a note since her 
husband, James A. 
Cole was the adminis- 
trator. 
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Adam -and Hester Frovmfel ter and D escendant s 

185.0 Census, Tippecanoe Co., Indiana 

City of LaFayette 4th Ward, Page 

• Born 
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Family J 
1076 Adam 



As l oca ted in- . the 1850 Census 
By- Forrest A Brandt, 22 Sep 1986 

rWesI A. Brandt &,»»*"* „ "o 
Mamtmi Springs. CO 80829 •/ ' 
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Page 83 
This is Maria R, Dau of Adam 
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Page 84 
This is Anna Elizabeth, dau of Adam 



1850 Census, Iroquois Co., Illinois 

Census Dist #21 Page 150 
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This is Peter, son of Adam, . 
Peter b. 2 Feb 1818 



1850 Census, Jefferson Co, Kentucky 

City of Louisville, 4th Dist, 8th Ward, Page 451 
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1850 Census, Branch Co., Mich. Girard Twp Page 297 
14 Joshua Whitney 68 M Farmer Vt(?) 

Huldah 59 F NY 

Huldah 35 F 

Joshua 20 m 

Caroline Frownfelter25 F 

Jans Whitney 18 F 



Can this be Caroline, wife of Joh n 
Frownfelter? (f^Ui. /E¥7) 



1850 Census Tippecanoe Co., Ind. City of LaFayette 4th Ward, Page 89 
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COPY OF HESTER FROWNEELTER'S WILL 

. - Made on 8 January 1 869 at Lafayette Indiana - ". "■ 

I Hester Frownfelter of the city of Lafayette in the county of Tippacanoe in the state of Indiana do 
hereby make and publish this as my last will and testament hereby revoking and making void all 
former wills by me made. 

First , I direct that all my just debts be paid out of the first money realized from any portion of my 

estate. 

Second, I have heretofore executed to my sons Henry Frownfelter, Adam A. Frownfelter and 

Peter V. Frownfelter and my daughters Maria R Driscoll and Ann E. Cole and my granddaughter 

Joanna Driscoll deeds of conveyance for real estate herein described and to make my daughter 

Sophia Stout equal with them I hereby give and bequeath to her a note given McCawley Stout her 

husband and the interest thereon. 

Third having advanced to my son John Frownfelter now deceased in his lifetime all that would be 

coming to him but desiring to do something more for his only child, I hereby give and bequest to 

my grandson John F. Frownfelter the sum of fifty dollars and if he should not survive me I give 

and bequest the same to his mother. 

Fourth, I give and bequest to whichever of my daughters or granddaughters shall take care of and 

nurse me in my last sickness all of my household goods and furnishings of every kind and 

description. 

Fifth, I give devise and bequest to my sons Henry Frownfelter and Peter V. Frownfelter and my 

daughters Maria R. Driscoll and Ann E. Cole and Sophia Stout, and my grandson James A. 

Frownfelter only surviving child of my son Adam A. Frownfelter deceased all the rest and residue 

of my estate real personal mixed to be equally divided among them and if any of them should die 

before my decease leaving children the share of such deceased one to go to his or her children in 

equal proportion and if either should died without children before my decease the share of such be 

equally divided between the survivors or the children of any that may have died. 

In testimony whereof I have hereto set my hand and seal at Lafayette, Indiana on this 
eighth day of January AD 1 869. 

Hester Frownfelter (Seal) 

Witnessed by: Lyman Buman 
George Haaught 
NT. Hodson 

Probated 31st day of January 1870 

(The original of this will is found in the Tippacanoe County Historical Society's building and it is 
listed under Hester Frownfelter. From the receipts, etc. in her file we were able to determine that 
she was buried on 13 December, 1869. 
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HENRY FROWNFELTER 
Son of Adam Frownfelter and wife Hester 

Henry 5 , Adam 4 , Henry 3 , John 2 , Felix 1 

Henry Frownfelter was probably the fifth child born to Adam and Hester Frownfelter. 
According to the 1820 and 1830 census of Pennsylvania, the father and his family were living in 
Middle Paxton Twp, Berks Co PA. Henry Frownfelter was born on 17 May 1820 and his birth 
record is recorded at the Zion Lutheran Church, Harrisburg, PA. The birth of Henry's older 
brother, Peter, is also recorded in that same church. Peter was born 2 Feb 1818. None of the 
other children of Adam and Hester are recorded in the church register, but the marriage of two of 
Adam's brothers are recorded in the book that was recently translated and published by Pastor 
Frederick S. Weiser. 

In his published book, Pastor Weiser stated: "The following translations contain all the 
information given in the original records. About this time (1814) few sponsors were chosen and 
Pastor Lochman rarely recorded the baptismal dates." 

In the introduction of Pastor Weiser' s book, "Records of Pastoral Acts at Zion 
Lutheran Church Harrisburg Dauphin County, Pennsylvania 1795-1827, he gives this 
information about the beginning of Harrisburg and of the Lutheran Church there: "John Harris 
laid out Harrisburg in 1785 the same year in which Dauphin County was erected out of Lancaster. 
In March 1787 a subscription list was circulated seeking support for a union schoolhouse and 
church in the new town. It was successful and the church was built within the same year. The 
first Lutheran pastor Frederich Schaeffer opened a church record for both congregations in 1788 
which remained with the Reformed congregation for their exclusive use in 1795 when Henrik 
Moeller began a Lutheran record on March 29. The two German congregations were the first 

churches in Harrisburg as the population grew the two churches separated. In 1814 the 

Lutherans purchased the location they have used ever since on Fourth Street and built a school 

and church there Zion Church, as the new Lutheran edifice was named, played an important 

role in the life of Harrisburg people from the start." 

It is not known when Adam and Hester Frownfelter moved their family from Harrisburg 
PA to Lafayette, Indiana, but they were in the 1830 census in PA, and by the 1840 census they 
had settled in Lafayette and evidently Henry, who would have been 20 years old by then, was 
living somewhere besides his parents home. Living with the parents were two sons 10-15 years of 
age-that would have been Joseph and Adam Augustus-and two daughters. 

Henry and all of his brothers with the exception of Joseph (who was a teacher) were brick 
masons like their father, or else a cabinet man or carpenters. The records in Lafayette show that 
the family owned much property and were well-to-do in that city. 

The records at the Tippecanoe Co. Courthouse show that Henry Frownfelter was married 
to Jane Hall on 18 May, 1845 by Justice of the Peace, Peter Caster. Very little is known at this 
time about the Hall family. The census records show that Jane Hall was born in Tennessee around 
1823. The 1870 and 1880 census of Hickory County, Missouri show that Jane's mother was 
named Tabitha Hall and she was living with Henry and Jane during this time. In the 1880 census 
it stated that she was too feeble to be up and that she was 93 years of age when the census was 
taken on 7 June 1880. That would have her being born in or around 1787 and it stated she had 
been born in NC. The census showed that her mother had been born in NC and her father in SC. 
Tabitha evidently died before 1883, for that is the year Henry moved his family to Arkansas and 
no mention was ever made of Jane's mother coming with them. 
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Henry and Jane evidently moved around quite a bit after they were married. " According to 
the census their first child, Hester Ellen, was born ca 1 846 in Indiana, probably in Lafayette. 
George Howard was born in 1852 in Iowa; Josephine in 1853 in Indiana; John Townsend was 
born ca 1855 in Illinois; William H. was born ca 1 858 in Illinois; and James A. was born in 
September 1862 in Indiana. They were living in Lafayette in the 1870 census and in Hickory 
County , Missouri in the 1880 and we know they were in Arkansas County, Arkansas in the 1890 
and by the 1900 census, Henry was dead and Jane and her son James A. and daughter Hester 
Ellen were living in Perkins, Oklahoma. That would certainly indicate that they really never put 
down roots in any one particular spot 

Henry's father, Adam died ca 1866 in Lafayette, Ind. and his mother, Hester was buried 
13 December 1869. Henry and a John (relationship to Henry not known) Frownfelter were living 
in the same house at 15 N. Hartford Ave. in Lafayette as shown in the 1876-77 city directory. 
They were not listed in later directories so it is assumed that Henry must have moved his family 
soon after that to Hickory Co. Missouri. 

By the 1880 census Henry and Jane Frownfelter were shown living just outside of the tiny 
village of Quincy, Hickory Co MO. They bought 40 acres and on 20 August, 1 883 they sold the 
farm and moved to Arkansas Co Ark. While living near Quincy, MO George Howard 
Frownfelter, Henry's son, married a neighbor's daughter, Amanda King, daughter of Jacob and 
Juliana Kimberling King. Amanda, who was born 1 1 May 1852 in what was then Wythe Co VA 
and later became Bland County. Her parents moved their family to a farm ca 1853/ 54 very near 
where the Frownfelters settled some 30 years later. Both families were Lutherans, but no 
Lutheran church was established in this section of Missouri, and so it appears that from that time 
forward neither family had any ties with the Lutheran Church. 

In 1883, soon after August 20th of that year, Henry Frownfelter made his final move. He 
and Jane and all of their children except George Howard (my ancestor) joined a wagon train and 
moved to Arkansas Co AR. The majority of these families in the wagon train were Mennonites 
who had been in Ohio, then settled briefly in Hickory County. They then decided to move on to 
the Grand Prairie of Arkansas. One of the members of this group years later wrote her memories 
of this trip and in it she mentions that there was one Lutheran family that came with them. This 
was the Frownfelter family. The Mennonites had sent a family down the year before and they had 
scouted the territory and had begun the process of homesteading a farm. The name came from 
the head of this Mennonite group, Jacob Yoder. Though the Frownfelters are not mentioned 
again in her memoirs, she did say that the "Lutheran family settled on south of their group." 

Henry and his grown sons did, indeed, settle south of Yoder and on the very same road 
some four or five miles away. The records at the courthouse at DeWitt, AR show that Henry 
Frownfelter bought his first land on 24 Dec. 1883 in the New Providence community "on 
Hurricane Creek". But my father, Ed Frownfelter, could not recall ever hearing that his 
grandfather bought land in that area which is south of where they are known to have settled in the 
Turley area. Henry and all three of his grown sons that came with him to this county in 1883 all 
homesteaded land in the same section— Section 19, Township 4S, Range 4W 

The following information concerning the Henry Frownfelter family was sent to me in a 
letter from Amanda Frownfelter Adams, a daughter of John Townsend Frownfelter and the 
granddaughter of Henry and Jane Hall Frownfelter. The letter was written from Altona, IL and 
was dated 20 Jan 1967: "All I know about the family history is what Aunt Amanda Parson 
Hetrick of Lafayette, Ind. told me. She was my mother's oldest sister and when I was between 20 
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and 22 years of age she hunted us kids up and came to Bushnell and spent almost.a week with 
me, then went on to Canton, IL and spent awhile with "Maggie (Amanda's sister). They told me 
that grandfather Frownfelter (Henry) and his family came to Lafayette IN from Harrisburg, PA. 
He was a brick mason and building contractor. The town was young and there was lots of work 
there for a number of years. He and the boys had all they could do. They built businesses and 
dwelling houses, including one for himself and one for grandfather Parsons." (Amanda's mother 
Malinda Jane Parson was married to John Townsend Frownfelter in Lafayette. She died here in 
Arkansas County after giving birth to twin daughters-one of these baby died and was buried 
with her mother in the Coffield Cemetery. After that John Frownfelter left for Illinois and his 
children were scattered among relatives.) Amanda continues in her letter. "After a time the work 
dropped off and there were rumors of new territory opening up farther west. He thought they had 
done so well coming to Indiana, so he should move on and he talked grandmother Jane into 
selling everything and coming on farther west." 

This information explaining the migration of one family, probably pretty well describes 
the reasoning behind most of the movements of our pioneer forefathers. It seems they all heard 
"rumors" and the men were anxious to move to "greener pastures". As it turned out for this 
particular Frownfelter family they moved southwest instead of west-moving first to Hickory 
County Mo where they stayed long enough to buy land there and for one of the sons, George 
Howard, to marry Amanda King who had been born in Wythe County VA in 1 852 and who had 
moved with her parents, Jacob and Julia Kimberling King, to this county when Amanda was only 
a year or so old around 1853/54. Another example of a family seeking new opportunities in a 
undeveloped area of "the west" 

Since this part of the life of Henry Frownfelter was written I have been able to get copies 
of Henry and Jane Frownfelter's application papers to homestead 160 acres in the NE quarter of 
S19,T4S,R4W. Under the Homestead Act they had five years to "prove" their homestead, which 
meant that within that period they had to build a permanent house and barn, "drive" a well, make 
certain improvements and cultivate a few acres of the land. 

Before it was time to make their final 5-year report, Henry died and it was necessary for 
his widow, Jane, to make the last report before she would own the land. It was even necessary 
that the applicant have four neighbors fill out papers testifying to the fact that the applicant had 
fulfilled all the requirements. 

Thus from all of these papers one is able to get a fairly accurate picture of their life on the 
Grand Prairie at that time. From all of these sources a clear picture emerges about the family and 
its lifestyle as the Frownfelters and their neighbors struggle to conquer the tough sod of the 
prairie. Their papers show that Henry and Jane F. moved on to this 1 60 acres in November 1 883 
and on March 20, 1884 Henry made application for a homestead at the office of the Clerk of the 
Court at DeWitt, Arkansas. By that time he said he had "built a house, bored a well, built a bam 
and farmed about eight acres." 

By the time she made her final report in 1 889, Jane gave this description of her house and 
other improvements. A neighbor testified that he had helped Henry "haul house logs" to build 
their house (there were no trees on their prairie land!) Jane gave this information on their 
improvements: she had a "16x20 hewn log house one and one-half storied high, weather-boarded 
up outside and painted inside with kitchen added made of boards 1 1x26 ft; milk house made of 
lumber 14x16, chicken house, hog house, tenant house 16x20 one and one-half story high made 
of boards sealed inside; barn 18x30, one well; two acres in orchard; 24 acres fenced and 16 acres 
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in cultivation". 

By 1889 Jane and Henry's fourth son, George Howard, had moved his wife, Amanda 
King, and their two young sons, Jefferson and William, to this community in Arkansas County 
from Hickory Co Mo. (This George and wife Amanda are my grandparents.) I suspect that the 
"tenant house and barn" mentioned above by Jane in her application was built for their son 
George and his family for my father has shown me where the house in which he was born stood 
and it was in the NE corner of Section 19 just east of where the old abandoned Turley school is 
standing today (1998), and he said his grandparents lived less than one-fourth of a mile west of 
his parent's home. All of this would have been on the original 160 acre homestead. Evidently all 
the land had been claimed in this area by the time George moved here for there is no record of his 
applying for a homestead. The other three brothers that came with their father and mother, John, 
William and James, all claimed their own 160 acres during the same five-year period so by 1889 
the Frownfelter family owned a whole section (640 acres) of land. Today this section of land is 
owned by heirs of O.L. Green and is considered one of the prime rice farms in the county. It is 
said that there had never been a tree on the entire section other than a few planted around houses 
that are no longer standing and the trees have also disappeared. 

In one question Jane was asked to detail the improvements and she listed 75 fruit trees, 30 
grape vines, 50 shade trees, 20 acres under fence, 16 acres in cultivation after being broke and 
they had broken about four acres per year. By "broke" they meant the tough sod of the prairie 
had been turned over with a sod-buster~a very slow and tedious job with one old horse, mule or 
oxen! Jane stated by 1889 she had nine head of stock cattle, nine hogs and chickens with no 
mention of a horse or mule. 

As one reflects on the life of Henry Frownfelter, it is hard to understand why he would 
sell all his property and give up an apparently good profession in Lafayette, IN. And move his 
grown children to Hickory Co Mo, and then a short time later sell that land and move on the 
Grand Prairie of Arkansas. One would guess that there was absolutely no prospect of his ever 
using his skill as a brick mason again. Brick houses were almost non-existent in the country in 
Arkansas County at that time. 

Also one wonders why he chose farming. He was born in a fairly large city, Harrisburg, 
PA, and then was trained in masonry by his father and he never lived in the country until he 
bought acreage in Hickory Co. MO when he was around 55 years old. He then moved on to 
Arkansas County and probably spent most of his money buying land on Hurricane Creek (even 
though he never lived in that neighborhood). The land he did settle on was virgin prairie with big 
bluestem prairie grass growing so tall that a child could easily be lost in it. Wild fires would 
sweep across the prairie and destroy everything in its path. This was always my grandmother's 
worst fear and until the day she died she kept a rain barrel full of water close to her back door 
and old mops and brooms nearby even though by the time she died in 1933 all the prairie had 
been "broken" and rice fields encircled her home! (This was Amanda King Frownfelter the wife 
of George Howard and the daughter-in-law of Henry and Jane Frownfelter.) My father often 
recalled that his mother, Amanda Frownfelter said that they were all disappointed when they 
moved down to this county because "all the good land that was wooded and located along the 
bayous and creeks was already taken and they were forced to settle on the virgin prairie." 

The only crops grown here at that time were oats, corn, peas, Irish and sweet potatoes 
and millet. Hay was also a profitable crop. The grasses on the Grand Prairie were advertised as 
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making" the best hay in the country and thousands of bales were shipped out of Stuttgart as soon 
as the railroad was built in 1 883. (This was the year that Henry and Jane moved to the prairie.) 
The pioneers reasoned that if the ground was too sorry to grow trees then it was not fertile 
enough to grow corn and cotton-hence the desire to get land that had trees or had been cleared 
to settle on. Trees were only found along the bayous and creeks here on the prairie. 

We will probably never know the reason that Henry Frownfelter chose to move his wife, 
four sons, two daughters-in-law and three grandchildren to the prairie, but we now know that he 
was destined not to move again. He died at his home that he had built on his homestead in 
Section 19 in the Turley community on 6 March 1888, less than five years after coming here and 
18 months before his and Jane's homestead had been proven. 

On looking back at the Frownfelters' early years on the Grand Prairie it seems that they 
had more "trials than triumphs". Henry's son John lost his wife Malinda Jane in childbirth in 
1 884. She had twins and she and one of the twins died three days after the twins' birth. John 
sold his land and moved to Illinois. Henry himself died in 1888. Henry's son William died 
unmarried about this time. On 23 April 1893 Henry's son George Howard (my grandfather) died 
when he was only 41 years of age following an accident in the hay field. George left a wife and 
five children, the baby, Ed, (my father) was only 17 months old. Around 1894/95 Henry's widow 
Jane and her daughter Hester Ellen and son James A. sold their land (part they gave to George's 
widow Amanda) and they moved by wagon, first stopping in Berryville, Arkansas and then on to 
Perkins, OK. They took with them three of John's children, Arthur, Henry and the surviving 
twin, Rena. They left the other child of John and Malinda Jane with the Houghton family in the 
Turley community. Amanda later moved to Illinois to live with her dad, John Frownfelter. 

Jane's grandson, Ed remembers the day that his grandmother moved from the community: 
"Grandmother, Uncle Jim and Aunt Hester came by our house in a wagon all loaded with 
furniture. They told my mother (the widow of Jane's son George) that she could have 
grandmother's sewing machine and she gave us kids their dog." The sewing machine was used by 
Amanda to make clothes for all five children, and eventually she gave the sewing machine to her 
granddaughter, Elsie Marie Frownfelter (Ed's daughter). She stored it for years and when the 
Stuttgart Agricultural Museum opened in 1974 Elsie Marie gave the machine to the museum 
where it is on display in the sewing exhibit. The sewing machine and Henry's old masonry trowel, 
now in the possession of Ed's other daughter Bennie, are believed to be the only articles still in 
existence that belonged to Henry and Jane Frownfelter. Both artifacts were brought here by them 
from their more prosperous days in Lafayette, Indiana 

In 1991 Ed Frownfelter' s two daughters, Bennie and Elsie Marie made a. trip to Perkins, 
Payne Co OK in an attempt to prove their great grandmother's death and to verify for sure if she 
had, indeed, moved to that town after leaving the prairie. Upon arrival in Perkins (which is nine 
miles from Stillwell.) they were directed to David Sasser who is a local historian and he had 
records of the original Perkins Cemetery book. In it they found where the Frownfelters had 
bought the North one-fourth of lot #62 in the original Perkins cemetery—this taking place in the 
1890s. When they went to the cemetery just at the edge of Perkins they found the lot and found 
two markers that could no longer be read and a later one that said it was the grave of James A. 
Frownfelter with the word "Uncle" written above his name and below was written b. September 
1 862; d. 1937. It is assumed that the stone was placed there by Rena Frownfelter Martz who had 
been reared by the grandmother Jane Frownfelter and Jane's daughter and son Hester and James. 

Mr. Sasser sent us to the weekly newspaper office on Main Street where we found a 
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bound copy of the 1898 local Perkins Journal newspaper. Mr. Sasser had indexed all of the 
local papers from 1 894 through 1920 and he had found in his index a reference to Jane 
Frownfelter's death in the August 5 1898 issue of the paper. It was a thrill to actually see and 
copy the page from that issue that states simply, "Mrs. Frownfelter, age 76 years, mother of 
James Frownfelter, died yesterday." 

Thus we finally, and at last, had proven exactly what had happened to Henry Frownfelter's 
wife Jane Hall whom he had married in Lafayette, Ind. on 18 May 1845. She had moved with him 
from Indiana to Iowa and Illinois where they had children born, then back to Lafayette where they 
lived until around 1 878; then on to Hickory Co MO; then on to Arkansas County, Arkansas, 
where Henry died in 1888. And finally her last move to Berryville AR and on to Perkins OK 
where she died on 4 Aug 1898. 

My sister, Elsie Marie said she believed she had great grandmother Jane "figured out"-- 
Jane liked to travel and her son Jim liked to drive a wagon- Jim was listed as a dreyman (drives a 
wagon) in Perkins OK. This may be as good an explanation of their many moves as will ever be 
given! 

By 1900 Henry and Jane Frownfelter and all of their children had either died or moved 
from the prairie. But all was not lost, Amanda Frownfelter, widow of George Howard 
Frownfelter, no doubt too poor to move back to her home in Quincy, Missouri, and against 
unbelievable odds, reared three sons and a daughter here on the prairie. On 5 Dec 1898 
Amanda's son William B.died. But her other four children grew to maturity. Unfortunately none 
of the three sons left any male heirs. George and Amanda's son Jefferson had seven daughters, 
son Jacob "Jake" had no children, and son Edward Benjamin had a son that died as an infant and 
two daughters. Amanda's daughter, Mary Amanda, had two sons and a daughter. When Edward 
B. Frownfelter died in Stuttgart on 27 March 1984, the Frownfelter name ceased to exist in 
Arkansas. 

Henry Frownfelter was brought up in a devout Lutheran home and the church records in 
Berks County PA show that Henry's ancestors, Adam, Henry, John, and the immigrant ancestor, 
Felix were Lutherans. The Lutheran church records in the Archives at Zurich, Switzerland give 
dates of Felix's birth and baptism in Henggart, Switzerland. Henry was probably active in a 
Lutheran church in Lafayette for the census records show that a Lutheran minister was living with 
his family. Further research is needed on Jane Hall Frownfelter's family, concerning her religion 
and ancestry. . 

No doubt Henry Frownfelter got to see his grandfather and the person for whom he was 
named, Henry Frownfelter, who fought in the Revolutionary War from Berks co PA. Henry, the 
grandson, who eventually came to Arkansas county was born 17 May 1820 in Harrisburg PA, and 
his grandfather Henry, the patriot, lived just across the Susquehanna River in Perry county PA. 
The patriot did not died until 1823-one would like to think that he held his namesake when little 
Henry was baptized in the Zion Lutheran Church in Harrisburg in 1820. 

Henry Frownfelter and some of his children and their children are buried in the Coffield 
Cemetery in the old Turley community. Today through the efforts of his two great 
granddaughters, Elsie Marie Frownfelter Hargrove and Bennie Frownfelter Burkett and their 
sons, Nicky Hargrove and Jerry Burkett, a fund has been established to assure perpetual care of 
the lonely little cemetery set at the edge of the prairie where at least one grandson of a 
Revolutionary War soldier rests in peace. 
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Children of Henry and Jane Hall Frownfelter 

I. Hester Ellen Frownfelter b ca 1 846 
II. Josephine Frownfelter b ca 1850 died young 

III. George Howard Frownfelter b 29 December 1852 

IV. John Townsend Frownfelter b ca 1 856 
V. William H. Frownfelter b ca 1858 

VI. James A. Frownfelter b September 1862 d 1937 

I. HESTER ELLEN FROWNFELTER was born around 1846, the first child of Henry and 
Jane. Very little is known of her life. She seems to have always lived with her parents. Land 
records here in Arkansas county show that she was married to a John Martin when she sold land 
before moving to Oklahoma with her mother and brother, James Frownfelter. Hester's 
nephew, remembered "Aunt Hester", but he said he never heard his mother, Amanda 
Frownfelter, mention the fact that Hester had been married. She evidently had no children. In 
the 1910 census at Perkins, OK, she is listed living with her brother, Jim Frownfelter, and she is 
listed as Hester Martin. After her mother's death, she is supposed to have reared her niece, Rena, 
whose mother had died at childbirth here in Arkansas County. Hester died at Perkins OK ca 
1930 according to nephew, Henry Frownfelter who was also a son of John and Malinda Jane 
Frownfelter and who also was reared by Hester and Jim. Hester Ellen is buried in the Perkins 
Cemetery beside her brother and mother. Her grave marker and that of her mother are still 
standing but no longer legible. 

II. JOSEPHINE FROWNFELTER was bom ca 1 850 in Indiana and evidently was the second 
child born to Henry and Jane. She must have died young for there is no mention of her in later 
census, nor was she mentioned in her mother's will. 

III. GEORGE HOWARD FROWNFELTER was bom 29 December 1 852 and according to 
the census was bom in Iowa. He was this writer's grandfather and a more complete record on 
him is given in the next chapter. 

IV. JOHN TOWNSEND FROWNFELTER was b in 1 856 in Illinois. He married Malinda 
Jane Parsons in Lafayette Indiana. When his parents, Henry and Jane, moved to Hickory Co MO, 
John and Malinda were living next door to his parents and John had one son, Arthur. They had 
another son, Henry, while they were living in Missouri. When his parents moved to the Turley 
community in Arkansas County in 1883, John and Malinda moved here also. They homesteaded 
land adjoining his parents. It is believed that his other children by this marriage were bom in 
Arkansas County. John's wife, Malinda Jane, died three days after giving birth to twins, one 
twin Rena, survived and the other died and was buried with Malinda Jane in the Coffield 
Cemetery where many of the early Frownfelters are buried. Malinda Jane's tombstone says she 
was 31 years old when she died in 1884. The marker lists her five children. John's children by 
the first marriage were: 

1 . Arthur E. Frownfelter was bom in Lafayette Ind ca 1 876. He died 19 June 1937 of 
typhoid fever in Rankin Co Miss and is buried in the Baptist Cemetery in Fanning, Miss. Very 
little is known about this son. He appeared to be a loner, however he did marry and had a least 
two sons: 

A. Theodore Earl Frownfelter who md Oma Grace Wright. Theodore Earl died 
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in .1972, and he lived most, if not all of his life, in or around Tulsa, OK. According to his son, 
John, he married a second time and this widow lived, 1987, at 7348 Virgin Place, Tulsa OK. 

a. Terrell (Terry) Lynn Frownfelter whose address in 1987 was Elkhart, Indiana 
but according to brother John, actually lives in Michigan "across the Indiana-Michigan state line 
from Elkhart, Indiana." 

b. John Arthur Frownfelter lives at 6747 E. 10th St. Tulsa OK 741 12 (in 1987). 
B. Joseph Frownfelter according to John Arthur Frownfelter of Tulsa, his father 

Theodore Earl, had a brother Joe who lived in Missouri and who died in 1960. Nothing further is 
know of this line. 

2. Henry Frownfelter was b 9 March 1881 in Hickory Co Mo. He came to Arkansas 
County with his parents. Not long after his mother Malinda died, his father took his daughter 
Maggie and moved to Canton, IL. All of the other children were living with the grandparents, 
Henry and Jane Frownfelter. After Henry died, the grandmother, her son Jim and daughter 
Hester moved to Perkins OK, and they took Henry and Rena (the surviving twin) with them. 
Another sister, Amanda, stayed with a neighboring family, the Houghtons, until she was 1 6 then 
she moved to Canton, IL. Henry married Sarah Myrtle Crook, daughter of Samuel W. Crook. 
She was b in Memphis, Scotland Co Mo. They md 4 Apr 1906 in Creede Colorado. She died 6 
Dec 1948 and he died 18 Dec 1959 in Monte Vista Colorado. They lived most of their married 
life in Monte Vista where he was a railroad engineer. According to his son Loren the parents are 
buried in the Monte Vista CO cemetery. His two children: 

A. Loren Paul Frownfelter was b 24 Dec 1 906 in Almossa CO. He md Eileen Lofton 
in 1933; she was b 30 June 1913 at Denver CO. He was a farmer and produce buyer and they 
lived (in 1987) at 1829 Settlers Drive, Pueblo CO 81008. Loren died 23 May 1990 in Monte 
Vista, CO. His children: 

a. Nancy Lee Frownfelter b 20 May 1937 at Monte Vista CO. She md Thomas 
Keeling in 1953 at Taos NM. In 1987 they were living in Harrison AR and he was with an 
airline. 

b. Stephen Paul Frownfelter was b 9 June 1948 at Monte Vista CO. He was 
married in 1974 and he has a son and two daughters Dawn Frownfelter and Michelle—the son's 
name was not given. Stephen Paul lives in Colorado Spring CO. 

B. Charles Henry Frownfelter was b 12 Sept 1910 in Santa Fe NM. He md 30 April 
1959 at Monte Vista CO. He was an electrician and he had three daughters: 

a. Marleen Frownfelter who lives at Canon City CO 

b. Donna Lee Frownfelter who lives at Wallace Idaho 

c. Winifred Frownfelter who lives in Wallace Idaho 

3. Maggie Frownfelter—very little is known of her and her life. She left Arkansas with 
her father John and lived with him in Canton, IL. According to a letter written in 1967 to this 
writer from her sister Amanda Frownfelter, Maggie had only one son who died in young 
adulthood, but she also had four daughters. Amanda did not send the names of the five children, 
neither did she give Maggie's married name. 

4. Amanda Frownfelter was born in Arkansas Co AR, the exact date is not known. She 
went to live with the Houghtons when she was about two and one-half years old and she stayed 
with them until she was nearly 1 5 years old when she went to Canton IL to live with her father 
who had probably remarried by that time. She md/1 August Geming of Beardstown IL in 1903 
and he died in 1936 and is buried at Stronghurst IL; she md/2 George Washington Adams in 
1944 and he died in 1947 at Galesburg IL. It is believed that she had no heirs. 
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5. Rena Frownfelter as mentioned earlier, she was a twin and her mother and twin sister 
died when she was three days old in 1 884. When her grandmother Frownfelter and her Aunt 
Hester and Uncle Jim moved to Perkins, OK around 1 895 they took Rena with them. She grew 
to maturity and married there. She married Lowell Oscar Martz on 4 Feb 1903 and they had six 
children. They owned a soda pop plant there in Perkins. It was probably after her husband's 
death that she moved to San Jose CA to live near her children—all of whom moved to that area. 
She died in San Jose in 1951. Unfortunately it was after her death that this writer was able to 
locate her children who knew very little about their mother's Frownfelter family. 

A. Leslie Coy Martz b in Perkins OK; md Josephine — 

B. Roy Martz lives in Houston TX (as of the 1 950s) 

C. Lloyd Martz lives at 565 Spruce St. DelMonte CO 

D. Clifford Martz lives in Odessa TX (1950s) 

E. Iva Martz md Jess Hubbard and lives in San Jose CA 

F. Laura Martz md — Harris and lives in Eunice LA 

John Frownfelter (son of Henry and Hester Frownfelter) married again in Illinois to a widow 
Janey Berry and it is known that they had at least one child, Ruth. Others say that John and his 
second wife had at least two more children beside Ruth. Their names were Johnny and Lucille. 
This information was found in an old letter written by Amanda Frownfelter (number 4 above) 
and in the letter she mentions that her father (John), her stepmother and half-brother Johnny and 
half-sister Lucille are all buried in the Greenwood Cemetery, Canton IL. There is a possibility 
that there were more children by this marriage. Both Ruth and Amanda visited my parents, Ed 
and Rose Frownfelter, here in Stuttgart in the 1960s or perhaps earlier, but no records were kept 
of their families. These two ladies continued to correspond with my parents, but unfortunately no 
information was written down on this line in IL. 

6. Ruth Frownfelter b in IL by John's second wife Janey Berry. 

7. Lucille Frownfelter b in IL by John's second wife Janey. 

8. John Frownfelter b in IL by John's second wife. It is hoped that this son John had left 
male heirs and that the Frownfelter name is being carried on from this John. 

V. WILLIAM H. FROWNFELTER was b ca 1 858 in Illinois according to the census. Little 
is known about this son of Henry and Jane. He came to the Grand Prairie of Arkansas with his 
parents and no record can be found of his ever having married. He owned land adjoining the 
other Frownfelters. He evidently left no heirs. 

VI. JAMES A. FROWNFELTER was the last child born to Henry and Jane and they had 
evidently moved back near his parents in Lafayette IN by the time he was born in Sept 1862. He 
too, always moved with his parents and owned land on the prairie which he sold before moving 
to Oklahoma with his mother and sister Hester. He never married and he died in Perkins OK in 

1 937 and he is buried in the Perkins Cemetery by his mother Jane and sister Hester. In the 1900 
census he was listed as a dreyman (drove wagons). His grave marker in the Perkins cemetery 
says he was born Sept. 1962 and died in 1937 (no further date). On his marker he is shown as 
"Uncle Jim" so his niece Rena Frownfelter Martz must have placed the marker. 
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Grave marker of James A. 
Frownfelter youngest child of 
Henry and Jane F. His grave is 
beside his mother's in Perkins. OK 



IhTJEX OF TBE PERKINS JOURNAL NEWSPAPER 
Perkins, Oklahoma 

22 JUL: c- 1 c- KSMN. Henry died Wednesday 20 July :5~5 cf kidney 
troubls s: Clsyt" . An old soldier. 

2? JUL? c* c- DAVtS. son of John Davis died Tuesday age 9 nenchs. 
Buried Tuesday in. Olivet Cemetery. CSouth Cimarron CstchesJ 

2? JULT pi c4 K£WN, Henry died at home in fCLeyton Tuesday !? July 
1898, age about ;-= . fin old soldier. Funeral Wednesday utth burial in the 
cemetery south of CI ayton . 

5 AUG d4 c2 FRBMNrELTER, Mr=. Mother of Jame s Frowr.fg l ter died 4 Aug 

1898 a;e To . ' — — ' " • 

5 AUG p4 c2 TfifXP, Mr. died in Winfield KS a -few days ago. Recently 
married Mrs. Kassrs of Ferkins- 

5 AUG p4 c4 THOMPSON, Ella daughter of Bus and Ida 7homp-son. Age ly 
2m 19d, died 30 July 1998. CEden Chapel J 

12 AUG p4 c4 PREIJOR, Opal Pell daughter of Mr. and "rs. Brenor. Age 
11 days, died Friday 5 Aug 1898 with burial in Kirk Cemetery Sunday. 

19 AUG p4 c3 LEVIS, Ross died 6 Aug 1898 at Sheridpn OK. Caae to 
Ferl:ins last winter-. Organized the Christian Church. Leaves a wife and 8 
kids. 

26 AUG p4 c4 CANE, youngest daughter of Frank Cane. Age 10, died 
Friday 19 Aug 1S9S. Buried Saturday in Clayton Cemetery. 

9 SEPT p4 c3 CARRIKER, child of Al Carriker was buried recently. 

9 SEPT p4 c3 CARRIKER, Bertha age Studied Sunday 4 Sept 1898. 
Daughter of Al Carriker. Buried Sunday. 

9 Sept p4 c4 "TURTILLOT, Eva age 5y 7m 4d , died Saturday 3 Sept 1898 
at Ingalls. Daughter of L. Turtillot. 

9 Sept p4 c4 NORRIS, Isaac died 2 Sept 1898 at Topefca KS. Formerly of 
this country. [Grand Prairie) 









SaniA He Time Tabic at .Guthrie: 




.SOUTH. K.\.-Ty\'<;> WBST. 



.Arrive L*-m-«- | Airivt: I Arrive 
Ontttrie. Gulhnu. [Kan. tjllvi Chicago. 



•3:40 n.m 
4:M p. ro 



ft'AO a. in firftil p in! 9?13 a in 
l-.'M rt.isi| 6:50 a.oijjfcnrt j».m 
6: - 2u a.ru Local Kreislit . ' 

Jy-jil FreicM. 



south, 6ouTi:i':Ai*r ani» EoCTfitfjes?. 



Ari ivo 
G>>tl>rl*. 



J:13f}».in 
11:15 j>.m 

3:40 p.ro 



Jj-:ifh j Arrive j Arrive 

G.-'.hric. Fl.U'nrlhiG»lves'i) 



1:15 p.nij 9:3s |».m 0:'V, n.m 
ll:l. r > |..m! S;f>5 a.to! 9:35. p.oi 
0:1M> n.m Local Freisht. 



A. JT. Corkjsj, Ap«*nt, 

(iulhl-ic. O-ln- 

DAILY MAIL LINE. 

PERKINS AND MULHALL. 

Leaves I'nrUins E*erj Morning ?.. 0. 
Arrives at Mulli.il! at 12. 
Leaves Mnlballxt I. 
Arrives at 1'crSins nt 7. 



PassengerPare Kach WaySl.-5f>. 

" J. C. GOJIIlS, IlacfcniTn. 



TOWN JOTTINGS. 



Baptisms 



^3 ^'^M^k s. Uj^m, 



^°K%o J r and ^ < ??^o n I Urner ' *" 0f Wm - Thomas Md CharIotta Elizabeth Hamilton 
b. 20 Aug. 1820. bp. 8 Oct 1820. Sponsors: [not given] ' 

N. B. This child was bap. by Rev. DeWitt but entered here by request 

Lea, dau. of Jacob Gehman and wife, b. 27 SepL 1819. bp. Aug 1820 
Henr£, son of Adam Frauenfelde r, b. 13 May 1820 

[1271 



Pension- i?a)>cr> do m. i rc"i".iro .*cven- 
nt-sianips:- 

Tlie council met Tuesday n:;:iit in 
rcjjuUvr session. 

Miss Kora Jddinps ;s nllmoini; tiro 
iinrmnl sit SlHlwaler. 

tV. J. Hucban.iii |i-sl, ton t'>ns cif.lsoy 
by the big rains lately. 

Our new grader bus been at work 
on the strccLs this wcolc. 

Dentist Tliarp is Kt Ciislliiig lining 
business in tl):it tliril ly vili;i»e. 

Tlic new. ^in l« jrtihif; L«i briny IdLs 
uf liiisincss t» Verkins this fall. 

Miss Ltirn .Stianm-n IsiiUcmlitig tlic 
institute. ;it .Stillwater t-liis week. 

Dave Kisser, (lojiuty In t!-? |»«lollltyJ 
jis at .SUllwaU-r iilU'inlitijj the hislVj 

:tnJc. ■ . - . " 

. Tlio Clmarnm iilu.tcuniph (jallcry 
is Lrcjiting' Itself with a nice bnck 
jxirc!). . 

Kercreiul L. li. I'arker and family 
jliave arrived and arc now living In the 
larsi.miKe. ' • . • 

i ' Mrs. F nnvnenfcUc r. n;rt-i l ~Ai years , 
j molhcrof James Frmrncnfcltcr . died 
'yesterday. " '. ""** 



C^CLA-U. 3^vtnVVlA^4a. CUt^ 
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'7w*77 -&^fy.jg^$J^ 



4jKA-> — 



furnishers, corner Main and Fifth Streets. 



UTA TXtTS DISECTORT. 



Ki^iit- — Henry and John Frownf elter : 
are listed in the 1876-1877 City 
Directory at Lafayette, Indiana. : 
The John listed ma}' be Henry's son". ' 
since Henry's brother John had died 
before this time. 

(middle) Jane Frownfelter bought 

this land on Oct. 23, 1877 (Deed Bk . 
0, pg. 441 Hickory Co. MO.) This 
proves that they sold this land on 
Aug. 20, 1883 (Deed Bk . T, pg. 90.) 
There is just one section of land 
between the Frownfelters and the Kings 
Henry's son George married Jacob and 
Juliana King's daughter, Amanda in 188; 



Frederick James L, cigar rokr J B "Wagner, bds DoEn Hocse. 

Frederick John, carp, res w- 6 canal e Smith. 

FREDERICK ROBT .B, Shoemaker. Chauncej, res same. 

Frederick Robt D, shoemkr,"ra Cbauncer, 

Free "Win, elk, bds 132 South. 

Free Wm H, elk "Warwick & Florer, rooms 160 Ferry. 

Freel James, lab, res 12 Cincinnati, 

Freeland Mrs Mary, res 13S Main. 

Freeman Blackston, res 40 Oakland are. _ -_ 

Freeman Bradley, lab, res 27 Elizabeth! "" 

.French .Thos K, sboemkr, 96J Main, res 245 Alabama. 

French, "Walter, elk, res 145 Alabama." ~" 

Frey Valentine, res 48 Spencer. 

Frey Wm, elk J Beck, res same. 

Frey "Wm F, grocer, 56 Spencer. 

Friel John E, carp, res 40 Oakland ave. 

FrishmeyerLonis, grocer, 174 Main, res same. - ...__. 

Fritsch John B, basket maker J Q A Perrin, res 2 Keller. 

Fritsch Mrs Selma, re* 21 Bartholomew. "_• 

Fritsch Wm, blacksmith, res 17 Bartholomew. 

Fritz Edward B, engineerT "W & "W R R, res 193 Union. - 

Fritz "Wm, driver G Seeger, bds St Nicholas Hotel. : 

Frost James, conductor, bds 58 N 12 th. 
Frownfelter John, mason, res w s 15th n Hartford. 
Frownf el ter Henry, njason, res w s_15th n Hartfo rd. 
T7j Mrs xanme, wis So S 4tE. 

" Fry John D, shoemaker, bds 229 S 3d. _. .: 

Fry John H, shoemaker, res 229 S 3d. 



7 " r^{ *• Ho. ioi-oekejai. -vr^jiiixSnrTi ;pi^p.-ii^ib./WpiIor£mpV£rii. 



Xd 



d»y »C-L * QgS 



T 



\M.-A0JAJIA- 



of llM Count? 



IcJcxrhy— 



Tbounnil Kljht Hundred tn&-(J:<t%^&d±f~u6nArf^r-- 

kMS&u^ 

Uio EUta otJwZjtAAjhWlA.. , p+rlJl/—at ■ ■■•BrroHi) pMtl 

iriTNitssnTii, Thi.1 Hhi mM i-rt^/A..r tin- Fit.t Fart, iii nmhlniiUm at Jim mm of &-..&. MbL.UuZdi'tlth&CMl 

■/> imi.i.nia lo./tU-t-H- |wli| by ii, o »M nniUl/^cl ll.e 8troi.il I'm!, Ihejmli'* 







• lilcli la lirrrlij »cl(oowlctlKrtl, tin hy Ihcw nirwcnta. Orant, Bargain and Self. Conrry and Conp 

.Ipn.-JIit rollowhir; dccrD-rd LM., Ti.cl*. or r»rc*I* of Land, Jjrliig, btlnfi mill ■llliftte In ll»o OmiDiy 
..I Blnlt atj£yLJA.Qs6U.?l<J—%a «ll: All 



lo llic uU p).rt_V^LoC IJje Binml VnA^ttrA. 






LL Q^uZaI^aJ^^^ 






t/fi-Si t£ c-^v^2- sfrttf 7$tfJ sfc£a. f z— jt/f-tcSL- o&tfszto tr?tC> /^wsw*^ ^"^ "*+***>&<> 

Copy of the GtuC'faie %&& J+^^d&art**€^'rf&A i te*+^'€>*A» /%^^«zz7 
marriage license /•/■ TT ' , * ' ' * * * y '' * 

or Henry F. 

to Jane Hall.. 



tUi^j tot/* s->^ // <*^ &4-*S6a4 /f4f- *%&< 4 sf- 






- // 6L&*y &f~*srway 




64 



(4r-089.) 



HOMESTEAD AFFIDAVIT 

Under Section 2294, Revised Statutes, for settlers who cannot appear at the District Land Offi 



fiitt jpff ike (&lzxk of ife ©0Hri 
/ P r 2lM £-e 





/<?<? 




having filed my ^mestead Application T$oJ?^JL3.i&. , do solemnly swear tbat CZL 

^^^..yCAZL.^a^ jl/ & y JL/ tyo^^±?_ 

that said application ^o..J^/..\2.Au.. is made for the purpose of actual settlement and cultivation; 

that said entry is made for my exclusive use and benefit, and not directly or indirectly for the use or 

benefit of any other person or persons whomsoever; that CZ O^b^r^rrr^^ 

now residing on the land I desire to enter, and that I have made a bona fide improvement and settlement 

thereon; that said settlement was nrwmnpnrarl - • S&tT r~€^14^Af- 4*~>S <j/ gj ^ ^3 

tbat my improvements consist p£_ S^Z^Ss^Z^ii ^sis^. -*■ 'A-^-^^f S kJX^-C/ . - 




and that tbe value of the same is % 



frnriEr__; that owing to 



I am unable to appear at tbe District Land Office to make this affidavit, and tbat I have never before 
made a homestead entr y gg g g j 



^:., Notice for Publication— 35«8. - 
J..;- Land office at Little Rock, Ark. 
', . Sept. 21," 1889. 

= , Notice is hereby g] yen tbat the fol- 
lowing-named settler has filed notice of 
_«his intention to make final proof in 
.support of his claim; and that suiri 
proof will be made before Urn county 





" 4 -i^ nwv, o, ioow, viz.: j ane i' roim - 
elter, w^ow of Henry FrojmMterTtle- 
«ased, 5?E. ffoTH336, for tbe nej of 



felter. 
ceased 

[Bee 19, T 4, S R'4 W. 
^Pe names the following witnesses to 
prove". his continuousYresidehce upon, 
fcnd cultivation: of said land,* viz: John 

fHp°ghtOn, .Huron D. 'Watts, ^ionzb 

gtafk/Frank Silcox, Long Point. Ark. 

pc; -226 21 __^- Hale! gb, Register. " 




ithis — day of — ^_ } 188 

L2zl2z ^ 

Clerk ofthe^Hfor^Qk^/C 




% 



Published in the Grand ' 
Prairie Journal in Stuttgart, 

x times starting 

1889. 



, aces above, showing whether he Is the h 
j :;his iutention to become a citizen; 
* -:; actual settlement, describing the dwe_ 
..- • -appearing at the District Land Office. If 
; " he word " except." 




AR for % si 



I 26 Sept 





tyrenyi 
or s 

eats, and statin 
made a horn 
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HOMESTEAD. 



&u& Office ui Little Rock, A^ ir 



c^tWL •/£- 



., m£ 






FINAL CERTIFICATE, 



( APPLICATION, • 



Mi is herebo temped That^mrrsuant to the provisions of Section No. 22gi, (Revised Statutes of the 

'■i^gJZeiJias 

v 



United States 

made pavmen/in full for 




of Section JVo. 

(Range jVc...— 
Meridian .— _ 



, containing — ^. s ts Cs 



100 



.acres. 



Eqw, therefore, he it kaewu, That on presentaftof of this Certgj&a/te to the COMMISSIONER OF THE 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, the said 

-4d££?3#^^ byeytitled to a (Patent for the TmcUrf\Land above described, 

/ 





Register. 
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HOMESTEAD, PRE-EMPTION, AND COMMUTATION" PROOF. 
TESTIMONY OF CLAIMANT. 



Full and Specific Answers must be given to each Question. Evasive Answers will be Fatal to the Proof. 



i ^^^-^^^.^^.^.^^^^.^...^.f ?j !as „j.'.<£kI «*Hl«M.I, bring find. .Inly »w,m,, t.-Mif^ « foil,.. 
Question 1.— What is Junr correct name, your agr, anil occupation t K employ.-d l.y miy person, hUI<: l.y whom. 



I>U-_1= 






Ques. 3.— Aro yon the identical person who made p*<-«agj. intt fil i ng Nn _ -{or liomestcart entry ~$n*£.$t,&&&3 at the 



/ land office on the T^ 5^ ,', _ day of _iK££22*?jd==. _j 188& and 

what is the true description of tho land now claimed by yon T 



Tfe 



4?j£te£. 



x-. 



.2^. 



*c#- 



-<. 



Qncs. 4.— Where did yon live boforo settling upon this land, and what \va-i your occupation! 



Ann 



■ &±£l!±&A!!4^^ 



■Z: 



T 



Qnes. 5.— Are you a citizen of the United States, or have yon declared your intention to becoiuo such » 



Ques. 28. — Describe fully tbehouae on this claim, giving valno thereof; also describe fully all ether improvements thereon of 
whatever kind, giving tho valuo of each and total value of all improvements. 






V, 






'C^t^c 



\ 04/ 



r Ar" c4^ 






Si-^7% 



uesfwf-^Vbat 



VS^T 






(arm implements do you own and use on this claim t State kind and number, and how long you have owned the 




-.^ii-.<^^^<^.^^k^^^_L^ : i^^.^^ 



£-<-^- 



cop on this claim I 



~J?SrJ»=<r±f 



Ques. 30.— What domestic animals and livo stock do you own and keep on this claim I State kind and number of each kind. 



Ques. 31.-State what articles of furniture of every kind you keep and uso in your residence on this olaiin, and how lone you have 
had thum there. * * 






-J&^.z^-.^r$-.i^rf^J?-_ 




of their farming implements; #30 their livestock^ *£ u ' #29 glVes a list 

^^ — r— — - «TL to :L a L d 2 sS™TH Use r 
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II enr y F r 



J a n e F r o i-i n f e 1 1 e r ' s s e v, i n g 
machine she b o u g h t c a 1 8 4 
Lafayette Ind . and b rough 
in 18 8 3. She g a v e it t o h 
ghter-in-law Amanda who g 
her granddaughter Elsie M 
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Elsie Marie at the grave f 
her g . grandmother Jane in 
Perkins OK. The printing is 
not legible. She d. 4 Aug 1898 



Henry's grave was was unmarked until 
his grandson Ed put this marker there 
c a 19 5 0. It w a s later that we found 
proof of his actual death in 1888. 



GEORGE HOWARD FROWNFELTER 

Son of Henry Frownfelter and wife Jane Hall '-.-' - 
. . George Howard ' Henry ' Adam ' Henry ' John ' Felix 

George Howard Frownfelter was born on 29 Dec 1852 and was the 
third child and the first son born to Henry and Jane Hall 
Frownfelter. Very little is known about the life of George. The 
main source of information on the Frownfelters of this generation 
was Ed Frownfelter, George's son, and since his father died when Ed 
was not yet two years old, his memory of the facts about his father 
was what he remembered hearing from his mother. According to the 
census records George Frownfelter was born in Iowa, though no 
record has thus far been found of his parents, Henry and Jane 
Frownfelter, ever having lived in that state. 

It is known that George spent part of his childhood in 
Illinois, for two of his younger brothers were born there according 
to the census. He was too young to have served in the Civil War — 
his parents were probably living in Lafayette, Ind during that 
period. He moved with his parents and other members of his family 
to Hickory Co MO sometime in the late 1870s after his grandmother 
Hester Frownfelter had died in Lafayette. His parents bought a 
farm near the village of Quincy and a nearby farm was owned by 
Jacob King. George was married to Amanda King, a daughter of Jacob 
King, on Wednesday 15 Feb 1882 by the Rev. John Sims at his 
residence in St. Clair Co MO. St. Clair is an adjoining county to 
Hickory County. (This information was gotten from their marriage 
license which was found in St. Clair Co Courthouse.) 

Amanda King's Family 

Amanda King was b 11 May 1852 in Wythe Co VA and she was the 
last child born to Jacob and Juliana Kimberling King in Virginia. 
A slip of paper was found in the 1970s in an old trunk in Missouri 
that gave this information on Amanda King's mother: "Juliana 
Kimberling born the 29th August 1819 baptized the 26 September 
1819." This exactly corresponds with information found in the 
Kimberling Lutheran Church Records which have now been translated 
from German to English and have been printed and are available at 
the DAR Library in D.C. and other libraries. Juliana Kimberling' s 
proven line is: John Jacob, Jacob and the immigrant, Martin 
Kimberling (often written Kimberlin) . Martin was b in Germany, 
came first to Pennsylvania and moved his family to Wythe Co 
(Montgomery County at that time) VA. Martin gave the land for the 
Kimberling Lutheran Church which is still standing (1996) not far 
from Rural Retreat and Wytheville. A large bronze marker has been 
placed in the cemetery at the Kimberling Church noting the fact 
that Martin and Elisabetha Kirsehstaetterin Kimberling gave the 
land and founded the Kimberling Lutheran Church. When my sister 
and I were at the church in 1988 it was in good condition but 
services have not been held there for many years . The cemetery 
where Martin and Elizabeth are buried is beside the church building 
and is well kept. The church has a bronze marker designating it as 
a historical structure. Martin Kimberling was considered the 
leader in the Lutheran Church development in Southwest Virginia. 

After many years of research, no record has yet been found of 
the parentage of Jacob King. Jacob King was born around 1817 in 
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Wythe Co VA so until his parents can be proven his line cannot be 
carried back further. It is known that -"a "John and a William King 
fought in the Revolutionary War from Wythe. Co VA and since they 
were the ONLY two German King families in Wythe Co at that time, "it 
is believed that Jacob was the grandson of one of these two Kings. 
(At the time of the Revolutionary War the area where the Kings 
lived was in Montgomery County Virginia. Therefore their records 
are recorded in that county. Wythe County was formed from 
Montgomery County in 1789.) 

Jacob and Juliana (written in records in Missouri as July Ann) 
had these children born in what was then Wythe Co VA — now Bland 
County: Jemima b 7 June 1842; Jefferson b 29 Oct 1843; Elizabeth b 
11 May 1845; Sophia b 26 Mar 1846; Roseann b 6 Oct 1848 and Amanda 
b 11 May 1852. Jacob and Juliana moved their family to Quincy, 
Hickory Co MO soon after Amanda was born and three sons were born 
to them in that county: Bradford L. b 2 Oct 1854; Columbus Agrippa 
b 8 Sept 1857 and Elijah Hawkins b 25 July 1861. 

Two of their daughters, Jemima and Roseann never married, the 
other seven children married. Two of Jacob's children went back to 
visit relatives in Bland County around 1870. One of these was 
Sophia and she married Joe Kinder while visiting there and as far 
as is known she never saw any of her immediate family again. The 
son, Jefferson who had gone with her to visit returned to Hickory 
county. Jefferson King was the only child to have served in the 
Civil War — volunteering in the Union Army. 

Amanda's mother Juliana died 6 Dec 1861 and her tombstone in 
the King Family Cemetery near the King Farm was chiseled out of 
stone and read "July Ann King 42 years 3mo 6 days". Jacob died 19 
Jan 1893 and is buried beside Juliana. The King Family Association 
put a new monument up at their grave in the 1970s. They also 
enclosed the small cemetery with a link fence. There are only six 
marked graves in the plot — two of the other graves are marked for 
Jacob and Juliana's two daughters who never married. A complete 
record of the Jacob King family can be found in the book King 
Cousins — Descendants of Jacob King and His Wife Juliana Kimberling 
published by me, Bennie Frownfelter Burkett in 1993. 

George and Amanda Frownfelter Move to Arkansas 

George and Amanda Frownfelter continued to live in Hickory Co 
MO after their marriage in 1882 until after the birth of two sons, 
George Jefferson b 17 April 1883 and William Bradford b 25 May 
1885. They moved in a covered wagon to the community where 
George's parents, Henry and Hester had moved in 1883 — they moved 
either in 1886 or 1887. They lived on land in the same section as 
his parents — S19, T4 , R4 . It is thought that they moved into the 
small house that his parents had built near their own home. (This 
house was described in the application for homestead that Hester 
completed after her husband's death.) Two more sons and one 
daughter was born to George and Amanda after they moved to 
Arkansas . 

On 23 April 1893, when he was only 41 years old, George 
Frownfelter died from an infection caused by a hip injury which he 
received while working in a hay field. (The injury happened the 
summer before.) He was buried in the nearby Cof field Cemetery. 
Amanda was left with a 17-month old son, Edward Benjamin, and four 
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more children under 11 years. of age. -As .was stated in the history - 
of Henry and Jane Frownfelter, Henry had died in 1888 and for some 
reason Jane, his wife, and. -her two grown children, Jim and Hester 
Ellen, sold their land (giving some to Amanda) and around 1895-96 
left Arkansas County, leaving Amanda King Frownfelter and her five 
small children all alone on the prairie. By 1900 Amanda 
Frownfelter had sold her little home and the farm for $1.25 per 
acre — she could not afford to pay the taxes. Records show that she 
sold their milk cow and a calf for $25 and their pony for $25. 
Until her sons were old enough to work, Amanda was the housekeeper 
for a widowed farmer who had small children of his own. She was 
allowed to move her children with her to this home. 

As soon as her children were old enough to work, she found 
small houses in the Turley and Stillwell communities where she 
would set up housekeeping for herself and her four children. In 
1898 her son William died. Before her son Ed was old enough to go 
to school, he was already setting traps to kill fur bearing animals 
which he skinned and sold the furs — usually for 25 to 50 cents per 
skin. By the time he was 10 years old he was working from early 
morning until dark in the hay fields getting 15 cents per day. 
Since he was too young to do actual labor in the fields, he was 
placed on the hay baler and with his feet, fed the hay into the 
baler — a very dangerous job and one in which many people lost their 
feet while working. 

Amanda Frownfelter was determined that her children should 
attend school. The records from the Houghton, Turley and Stillwell 
one-room schools show that her children all attended regularly no 
matter in which school district she and her children were living. 
The school records for the Houghton school district show that Ed 
started to school there when he was only five years old. 

Ed Frownfelter remembered the first year that his mother moved 
out of the home where she had been keeping house for the farmer 
whose wife had died: "Most of the furniture had been sold when we 
moved in with the Pleas Johnson family. So when mother decided to 
move out on our own we could not afford right off to buy a 
cookstove so we cooked on an open fire in the back yard." 

Amanda's days of rearing a family was not to end when her own 
children grew up and got married. Amanda's only daughter, Mary 
Amanda, married a neighbor boy, Harold Hillman, and Mary died six 
weeks after giving birth to her fourth child, Irene. Mary had 
already given birth to a son who died in infancy and two more sons, 
John and Charles. The Hillman family took the infant girl and 
reared her, and the two sons were reared by Grandmother Amanda and 
her bachelor son, Jake. John and Charles "Mutt" Hillman lived with 
their grandmother and uncle until they married. 

Amanda continued to live the rest of her life with her son 
Jake in a comfortable home on a rice farm in the Turley 
community, not far from the farm that she and her husband George 
moved to in 1887 when they came to this county from Missouri. She 
lived to see all 14 of ' her grandchildren (two died in infancy), and 
her first three great grandchildren — Billy and Mary Margaret 
Hillman, children of her grandson John whom Amanda had raised and 
Nicky Hargrove, son of Elsie Marie Frownfelter, who was the 
daughter of Amanda's son, Ed. Grandma Frownfelter died with 
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-pneumonia in her. home on 16 February "193 3 at age 81. "The _funeral 
service was held by Rev. Butler, minister of the First Baptist 
Church at -DeWitt. As was -the custom in those days, the service was 
held in her and her son's home and she was buried in the nearby 
Coffield Cemetery where her husband had been buried some 39 years 
earlier. Both graves are marked. . 

Amanda Frownfelter was a perfect example of the pioneer woman- 
-she moved by covered wagon while yet a baby with her parents from 
Virginia to Misssouri. Then she left an established community in 
Missouri where she had a comfortable home and a father and eight 
brothers and sisters, and moved again by covered wagon with her 
husband and two small sons to the Grand Prairie of Arkansas County 
where the nearest town was many miles away. The prairie at that 
time could not be cultivated and the only sources of income were 
hay and cattle. 

Her greatest fear was of prairie fires which in the early 
years often swept the countryside with devastating results. As 
long as she lived, she kept a large barrel of water, gunny sacks 
and old mops near her home, in case a fire broke out. (The virgin 
prairie land around her home had long since been plowed and 
planted with rice — but the memory of those early years on the 
prairie with its tall grasses could not be erased from her mind, 
and she continued to be prepared.) After she left Missouri in 1887, 
she never saw her father again; in fact the only two of her family 
that ever came to Arkansas to visit her were her sister, Elizabeth, 
and her brother, Columbus — and she never once returned to Missouri, 
but she kept track of her family through letters. She talked so 
much about them, that her children felt they had actually known 
their aunts, uncles and cousins. It was only after she had been 
dead for many years that her son Ed, and his wife Rosa, went to 
Hickory County, Missouri and met her kinfolk. 

In her later years she only occasionally left her own home, 
yet she was mentally alert and vitally interested in her family 
as long as she lived — all were welcome at Grandma's home and she, 
indeed, was one of those "whose children and grandchildren will 
always call her blessed". The compiler of this family history 
feels that she was fortunate to have known her pioneer grandmother, 
Amanda King Frownfelter. In 1980 Amanda Frownfelter's 
granddaughter, Bennie Frownfelter Burkett published the book 
Stuttgart, Arkansas — One Hundred Years On The Grand Prairie and she 
dedicated the book to this noble prairie pioneer mother. 

Amanda Frownfelter's granddaughter, Bennie, now has in her 
possession an old record book in which Amanda carefully wrote all 
the vital statistics on her family. This included the place and 
year of birth of her father-in-law, Henry Frownfelter, as well as 
his death. She included no information on her mother-in-law, Jane 
Frownfelter. Also in the book was a statement giving her own 
marriage date, etc. in 1882 in Missouri. Finally she had written 
this statement in her little book: "Amanda Frownfelter united with 
the Advent Church Sept. 22nd 1889 by Rev. Nokes. George H. 
Frownfelter was baptized Oct 3rd 1889 by Rev. Nokes at Little 
Lagrue and was taken in as a member in the Advent Church at 
Prairieville Oct 3rd 1889." 

It is known that both Amanda and her husband George, had been 
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.born into Lutheran families, and Amanda had" most "likely been ■ .". - 
baptized in infancy in the Lutheran Church in Wythe County or Bland 

-County VA thus she did not have to be" re-baptized when she went 
into the church in her community in 1889, but evidently George had 
been born in an area of Iowa where there was no Lutheran Church and 
therefore had never been baptized as a baby so he had to be 
baptized in the Little Lagrue Bayou before he could join the church 
which occurred one week after Amanda became a member. There was no 
Lutheran Church in the Quincy area of Hickory County and the 
closest Lutheran Church to them in Arkansas County was some 20 
miles away in Stuttgart. 

Children of George and Amanda King Frownfelter: 

I. George Jefferson Frownfelter b 17 April 1883 

II. William Bradford Frownfelter b 25 May 1885 

III. Jacob Harrison Frownfelter b 3 July 1887 

IV. Mary Amanda Frownfelter b 25 Dec 1889 

V. Edward Benjamin Frownfelter b 11 Nov. 1891 See next 
chapter 

I. GEORGE JEFFERSON FROWNFELTER b 17 April 1883 on a farm in Quincy 
MO in Hickory County. When he was about four years old his parents 
moved to the Turley community in Arkansas Co AR bringing with them 
Jeff and his baby brother William. Jeff's grandparents had moved 
to that community in Arkansas County in 1883 and had taken out 
homestead papers. George and Amanda Frownfelter moved into a small 
house that George's parents had built for them on their land. Jeff 
married Leona McPherson and they had seven daughters. He lived all 
of his life in or around the Turley community. He died 6 March 
1961 and his wife died in 1965 and they are buried in the Coffield 
Cemetery in the Frownfelter plot near his parents. Their children: 

1. Rosa Mae Frownfelter md/1 Jack DeBord and had a daughter 

A. Nancy Sue DeBord md Calvin Hale and they have 3 sons 
Rosa Mae m/2 Andy Duncan and had: 

B. John Duncan md Debbie Houchens and has a son and dau. 

C. Beverly Duncan 

D. Helen Ann Duncan 

2. Lillie Myrtle Frownfelter 

3. Lucille Frownfelter 

4. Ella Pearl Frownfelter 

5. Ruby Frownfelter md John Duncan 

A. Jeff Duncan 

B. Betty Duncan 

C. Carol Duncan md and has a dau. and 2 sons 

D. Terry Duncan (f) md and has a son 

6 . Marie Frownfelter 

7. Julia Belle Frownfelter 

II. WILLIAM B. FROWNFELTER b 25 June 1884 in Quincy MO. He moved 
with his parents to Ark. Co Ark in 18 87. He died 5 Dec 1898 and is 
buried by his parents in Coffield Cemetery. William died with 
pneumonia . 

III. JACOB HARRISON FROWNFELTER b 3 July 1887 on his parents farm 
in the Turley community in Ark Co Ark. He was named Jacob for his 
mother's father, Jacob King. His mother Amanda lived with him 
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until her death in 1933. Jake, -as he .was called, was a rice 
farmer. When Jake's sister Mary Amanda Hillman died in 1916 soon 
after" childbirth, Jake and hismother took. her two sons,- John and 
Charles Edward Hillman into their home and the two of them reared 
Mary's sons. The two boys remained in their home until they each 
married. Jake married Emma Weidner in 1937 in Stuttgart, AR. She 
was b 23 Aug 1892 in Illinois. They had no children. They lived 
on various farms until he retired and they built a brick home in 
Stuttgart at 1220 S. Prairie St. Jake died on 6 Oct 1969 and Emma 
died in 1994. Both are buried in Lone Tree Cemetery, Stuttgart, 
beside his brother Ed and wife Rosa. They have identical 
tombstones to Ed and Rosa's. 

IV. MARY AMANDA FROWNFELTER was b in Turley Community, Ark Co Ark 
on Christmas day 1889. She was named for her mother and for her 
grandmother, Mary Jane Hall Frownfelter. She married Harold 
Hillman in 1909 and they lived in the Stillwell community — now 
known as Lodges Corner. In the 1910 Federal Census they were living 
in the home of her widowed mother, Amanda Frownfelter. Harold was b 
26 Feb 1887 at Hanging Rock, Lawrence Co Ohio. His parents were 
Thomas and Ellen Doty Hillman. They were farmers. Mary and Harold 
had three sons (one d in inf.) and one daughter. Mary died when 
her baby daughter was six weeks old; she died from an infection as 
a result of childbirth on 1 July 1916 and is buried near her 
parents in the Frownfelter plot in the Cof field Cemetery. Her 
grave is marked as is her parents, and the one son that d in inf. 

Harold remarried that same year and he and this wife Ruth had 

three sons and a dau. who d in inf. Harold was drowned while on a 
picnic on 4 Sept 1922. Mary Amanda's children: 

1. JOHN LESLIE HILLMAN was b 19 Jan 1912 in the Stillwell 
community, Ark Co Ark. His mother died when he was four years old 
and he and his brother Charles went to live with their grandmother, 
Mrs. George (Amanda) Frownfelter, and their Uncle Jake in the 
nearby community of Turley. They finished school at Turley School. 
John md Evelyn Dyer 30 June 1930 in Ark Co. She was b 24 June 1912 
in Tenn. Her parents died when she was young and she was reared by 
her half-sister, "Aunt Vick" and her husband Edwin Heinrich. John 
was a rice farmer, farming first in Ark. Co and around 1945 moved 
his family to a large farm near Carlisle Ark. They were both 
active in the Methodist Church. After his retirement they moved 
into the town of Carlisle where they built a brick home. John died 
26 July 1977 and Evelyn died 23 Jan. 1989 and both are buried in 
the Carlisle Cemetery. Both Johnny and Evelyn Hillman will always 
be remembered for their care and concern for their neighbors. 
There are probably few people who have given so much of their time 
and money to help their fellow man. They had five children: 

A. John William (Billy) Hillman was b 15 May 1931 in the New 
Providence Community Ark Co Ark. They were living in a house on 
John's Uncle Ed Frownf elter's farm where John was working. He 
graduated from Carlisle High School; md Phyllis Roger 18 Feb 1951 
at Carlisle. He was a rice farmer and he died with a heart attack 
17 Mar 1983. He is buried at Carlisle Cemetery. 

a. Pamela Ann Hillman b 13 Feb 1952; she graduated from 
Carlisle High School and the University of Ark. at Little Rock. 
She md Danny Smith 27 Feb 1970. He is a farmer and she teaches 
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school. ^-ivi^A ------- 

aa. Jef f ry «feewa?t- Smith b 8 Aug 1970 

bb. Jason Daniel Smith b 2 July 1973 -- .' - 

cc. Cynthia Breamme Smith b 25 Jan 1979 
b. Karen Marie Hillman b 11 Mar 1956; m/1 Chuck Wallace 30 
Dec 1977. She graduated from Arkansas State University, Jonesboro 
AR. She m/2 Mike Burgess 21 Mar 1987. They live in Lonoke where 
she teaches school. 

aa. Ashley Renee Wallace B 2 Feb 1980 

bb. Whitney Paige Burgess b 19 Oct 1987 
B. Mary Margaret Hillman b 10 Jan 1933 in Ark Co Ark. She 
finished at Carlisle High School and md Charles Curry 26 Aug 1950. 
They are farmers and live at 8 Cricket Lane, Lonoke AR 72086 

a. Kenneth Ray Curry b 21 June 1951. He graduated from 
Carlisle H.S. and the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. He 
md Cindy Jones from Bird City Kansas on 27 June 1981. He is a 
pilot for American Airlines and she is a registered nurse, but does 
not now work. They live at Keller, TX. Cindy was b 29 Mar 1954. 

aa. Matthew Christopher Curry b 8 Sept 1983 

bb. Benjamin Jones Curry b 11 Mar 1985 

cc. Daniel Andrew Curry b 5 June 1987 

b. Dale Lynn Curry b 17 Aug 1955 and graduated from Carlisle 
H.S. and attended the University of Central Ark. He md Jolene 
Hanaman 22 July 1978. She was b 28 Oct 1955. They live in Lonoke 
Ark where he is a farmer and she is a registered dietician. 

aa. Adam Bryce Curry b 15 Aug 1981 
bb. Jonathan Dale Curry b 2 Sept 1985 

c. Anita June Curry 18 June 1957; she graduated from Lonoke 
H.S. and the University of Central Arkansas, Conway. She md Joe 
Wilson 29 June 1979. He was b 23 Oct 1958. They live in Lonoke 
Ark where she is a program assistant in the county ASCA office and 
he is a telephone installation and repair technician. 

aa. Kristin Machelle Wilson b 1 Nov 1980 
bb. Belinda Jo Wilson b 26 Mar 1985 

C. Jacob Edwin (Eddie) Hillman b 14 Sept 1934 in Ark Co Ark. 
He graduated from Carlisle H.S.; md Phyllis Gentry 16 Mar 1963 at 
the Baring Cross Baptist Church, North Little Rock. He was a farmer 
and he died with a heart attack 21 Jan 1975 and is buried in the 
Carlisle Cemetery. 

a. Michael Edwin Hillman b 20 Dec 1969 

D. Bennie Eugene Hillman b 2 Mar 1943 in Ark Co Ark and was 
drowned 7 Mar 1945 on his parents farm near Carlisle. 

E. Robert (Bob) Floyd Hillman b 17 Oct 1944 in Ark Co Ark. He 
graduated from Carlisle H.S. and attended the University of Central 
Ark; md Sharon Jackson in 1964 at the Methodist Church in Carlisle. 

a. John Robert Hillman b 11 Oct 1965; graduated from 
Carlisle H.S. and Arkansas State University, Jonesboro Ark. 

b. Paul Edward Hillman b 4 Aug 1967; graduated from Carlisle 
H.S. and Arkansas State University, Jonesboro Ark. 

2. CHARLES EDWARD HILLMAN was b 19 Nov 1913 in the Stillwell 
community, Ark Co Ark. He was reared by his maternal grandmother, 
Amanda Frownfelter and his Uncle Jake Frownfelter in the Turley 
community. He finished school at Turley School. He married Mary 
Lucille Montgomery 19 Nov 193 2. Lucille was b 13 Oct 1915. Charles 
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was a rice farmer, farming -first with his" Uncle Jake, and then 
until his death was a farmer in the Stillwell community. He was 
named by his mother- for -her brother, Edward Frownfelter. Charles 
died with cancer on 10 Apr 1957 and he is buried in the Lone Tree 
Cemetery, Stuttgart Ark. After his death, Lucille married Porter 
John and they lived in the brick home that was originally built by 
Jake and Emma Frownfelter in Stuttgart. Porter and Lucille both 
were killed in a car/truck accident between DeWitt and Stuttgart on 
27 June 1991. 

A. Betty Charlene Hillman was b 3 Sept 1934 at Stuttgart. 
She graduated from Stuttgart H.S. and attended the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock. She m/1 Bobby Roberts at Lodges Corner 
United Methodist Church; m/2 Chuck Lancaster of Memphis; m/3 Dr. 
Fred Lee of Little Rock. She is Executive Secretary at Darragh 
Company, Little Rock. 

a. Mary Josephine (Mary Jo) Roberts was b 19 June 1957. 
She later was adopted by Chuck Lancaster. She attended Hendrix 
College in Conway and is an insurance agent in Little Rock. She 
m/1 John Paul Balkman Jr. 27 Nov 1981 and was divorced 28 Nov 1988; 
m/2 Robert Clyde Watkins and they live in Little Rock. 

aa. Suzanne Elizabeth Balkman b 30 July 1984 
B. Thomas Harold Hillman was b 25 Oct 1936 in Stuttgart Ark. 
he graduated from Stuttgart H.S. and attended Arkansas Tech at 
Russellville for three years and at his father's death, he took 
over the family farm. On 6 July 1957 he married Shelby Jean 
Simpson at the First Baptist church in Stuttgart. She graduated 
from Stuttgart H.S. and attended the University of Central Arkansas 
in Conway. Tommy is now president of Winrock Farms and they live in 
Carlisle. Tommy is very active in many phases of farming and an 
outstanding leader in his community and state. He is in 1996 
Chairman of the Board of Riceland Foods. They are active members of 
the First United Methodist church in Carlisle. Shelby Jean is the 
d/o Shelby and Clara Simpson, Stuttgart. 

a. Thomas Harold (Hal) Hillman, Jr. was b 11 Feb 1959; 
graduated from Carlisle H.S and he got his MBA at the University of 
Arkansas at Fayetteville. He md Amy Kay West 3 Sept 1983 in 
Denton, TX. She was b 5 Sept 1958 and she got a degree in 
journalism from Baylor University. They live in Dallas, TX where 
he is in banking and investments. 

aa. Thomas Harold Hillman III b 11 Sept 1987 
bb. Christopher Lane Hillman b 13 July 1990 
cc. daughter 

b. Richard (Rich) Edward Hillman b 2 Mar 1963; graduated 
from Carlisle H.S. and the University of Ark at Fayetteville. He 
is engaged in agri-business in Carlisle. 

C. Dixie Carol Hillman b 7 July 1938 in Stuttgart. She 
graduated from Stuttgart H.S. and the University of Central 
Arkansas. She was a Biology teacher in North Little Rock High 
School. She md Thomas Franklin Kenneth Harrison, Sr. 27 Sept 1957. 
He was b 18 Oct 1938 and he got his BSE degree at UCA and his MAT 
from Tulane University. He is an investment banker/broker. Dixie 
was on the North Little Rock School Board for a number of years. 
They now (in 1996) live in Heber Springs. 

a. Thomas Franklin Kenneth Harrison, Jr b 8 Jan 1970 and 
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in 1993 is attending the University of Ark" at Fayetteville. He md 
Tracee Ann King on 4 Jan 1992 in North Little Rock. 

D. Sandra Lucille- Hillman b 31 May 1941 in Stuttgart. She -- "• 
graduated from Stuttgart H.S. and received a BSE degree from the 
University of Ark at Fayetteville. She md Jerry Winston Cavaneau 
15 June 1963 at Lodges Corner United Methodist Church. Jerry got 
his law degree from the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. He 
was named a Federal Judge in 1991 and they live part-time in Little 
Rock and Searcy. Sandy has been a Social Studies teacher in Searcy 
Middle School. 

a. Jerry Nicholas Cavaneau b 6 May 1968. Graduated from 
Hendrix and is now at the University of Ark. Medical School. 

b. Anna Elizabeth Cavaneau b 31 Aug 1972 and is now a 
student at the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. 

3. IRENE HILLMAN b 27 May 1916 in Ark Co Ark. Her mother died 
when she was only one month and three days old, and she was reared 
by her fathers sister, Helen Hillman Od/Neal. She finished high 
school in California and got her degree in nursing from the 
University of California. She md Robert Lorenze Moore on 30 June 
1940. They live in Sacremento California. 

A. Carolyn Jeanne Moore b 30 July 1941. She graduated from the 
Univ. of California and is married 

B. Robert Lawrence Moore b 22 Nov 194 3 

C. Cathy Ann Moore b 12 July 1946 

D. Stephen Hillman Moore b 7 Apr 1953 

V. EDWARD BENJAMIN FROWNFELTER was the last child born to George 
and Amanda King Frownfelter. He was b 11 Nov IS 91 in the Turley 
community where his parents had moved in 1887 when they came from 
Hickory Co Missouri. The site of their home was near where the old 
Turley schoolhouse is standing in 1996 and the land then belonged 
to Ed's grandparents, Henry and Jane Frownfelter and now is a part 
of the O.L. Green farm that belongs to Mr. Green's heirs. Ed 
Frownfelter married Rosa Belle Frances Knapp Jones on 1 Jan 1912. 
Rosa had m/1 John Jones in Ravenwood MO and they had John Harold,* Murrei 1 
and Lucille Jones. Ed and Rosa Frownfelter had: 

A. Roy E. Frownfelter 27 Oct 1912; d 8 Feb 1913 

B. Elsie Marie Frownfelter b 11 June 1915 

C. Bennie Alene Frownfelter b 1 Aug 1918 

Refer to the next chapter for a complete record on Edward Benjamin 
Frownfelter and his wife Rosa Knapp Jones. 

It should be noted that not all of the records on the 
descendants of Mary Amanda Frownfelter have been updated since they 
were gathered around 1990. Various members of the family have 
been contacted but there was no response. B.B. 
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Jane Frownfelter gave her widowed daughte 
in-law Amanda F. 57 acres of Henry and 
Jane's original Homestead land in 1894 
when she moved to Perkins OK with her son 
Jim and daughter Hester and two grand- 
children of her son John. 



Marriage License of George 
Frownfelter and Amanda King 
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THE FAMILY RECORDS OF GEORGE HOWARD FROWNFELTER AND HIS WIFE AMANDA KING 
These next four pages were prepared for and are published in the 
book AMERICAN BIBLE RECORDS compiled by Marilyn Sickel Tollville, AR 




The important records of pioneer families sometimes were kept in something other 
than Bibles. As an example my grandmother Amanda Frownfelter kept her family's 
dates of births, deaths, etc. in a Pierce's Memorandum and Account Book which 
according to the above cover was "A present from the World's Dispensary 
Medical Association". 

The small calendar pages at the top of some of the pages show that the account 
book was printed for the years 1882 and 1883. George Frownfelter and Amanda 
King were married February 15, 1882, and their marriage information is the 
first entry she made in the little book. All of the entries were made by 
Grandmother Frownfelter except that of her death which my father, Edward 
Frownfelter made after her death Feb. 16, 1933. As Amanda Frownfelter grew 
older one can see how her penmanship deteriorated — probably as a result of 

poor eyesight These typed comments on the records of Amanda Frownfelter 

were made by her granddaughter, Bennie Frownfelter Burkett d/o Edward Frownfelter 
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Following her recording their marriage, 
Amanda entered the record of their 
first child George (Jefferson) Frown- 
felter horned Tuesday, April 17, 1883. 
(At Quincy, Hickory County, MO.) Her 
next entry was the birth and death of 
her husband's father, Henry Frownfelter. 
Henry's birth was 17 May 1820 and is 
recorded in the Zion Lutheran Church 
records, Harrisburg, PA. Henry F. 
was the grandson and namesake of 
Henry Frownfelter who was in the Rev- 
olutionary War from Berks Co., PA. As 
shown above, he died March 6, 1888 and 
is buried in the Coffield Cemetery, 
south of Stuttgart, Arkansas. 



Amanda Frownfelter was born 11th da 
of May, 185;?, (Wythe Co., Virginia. 
Her husband George was born 25th da 
of Dec., 1852 (in Iowa). Amanda 
then repeats the birth of her eldes 
child; then thebirthof William H. 
born 25th day of May 1885 (these tw 
sons were born in Hickory Co., MO. 
Next is the birth of Jacob (Harriso 
born 3 cay a-f July 1887. (He and the 
other children were all born in the 
Turley Community about 16 miles SE 
of Stuttgart, Ark. ) 
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Amanda Frownf elter • s only daughter, Mary 
Amanda Frownfelter was borned December 
•15, 1885. (She married Harold Hillman 
and she died soon after giving birth 
to daughter, Irene— her death was on 
July l, 1916). Amanda's last child, 
Edda (Edward Benjamin) Frownfelter was 
born November 11, 1891. The next two 
entries on this page are repeats of 
deaths she had listed elsewhere and 
were obviously listed years later when 
her eyesight had begun to fail. (Ed 
Frownfelter died ;>7 March, 1984 in 
Stuttgart, Ark.) 



Amanda's son Bud (William) H. 
Frownfelter died December 5th 
1898--her only child not to reach 
maturity. Her husband George 
Howard Frownfelter died April 23th 
1893 (from injuries received in 
a farming accident.) Ed Frownfel- 
ter, Amanda's son recorded his 
mother's death, Feb. 16th, 1933. 
(She is buried beside her husband in 
the community cemetery known as the 
Coffield Cemetery about 16 miles 
SE of Stuttgart. George's father 
Henry is also buried there. Henry's 
wife, Jane and a son and daughter 
moved to Perkins, OK, where she died 
in 1898.) 
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George H. (Howard) Frownfelter died 
April 23 day of 1893. This was pro- 
bably written soon after his death 
as was the death of Amanda's son Bud 
Frownfelter died December 5 day 1898. 
She repeated the entry for "Bud" 
this time calling him "Willie B." 
She then repeated the record of her 
husband's death, 23 April 1893. The 
final entry on this page is William 
B. Frownfelter who died April 5, 1893. 
This is believed to have been George 
H. Frownfelter 's brother, William who 
is known to have moved to Arkansas 
with the family from Hickory Co., M0. 



Amanda Frownfelter recorded this 
important event in her and her hus- 
band's lives. George Frownfelter came 
from a devout Lutheran family, but 
evidently the family was living where 
there was no Lutheran Church when he 
was born in 1852 in Iowa--thus he was 
baptised, but Amanda simply "united" 
with the Advent Church so she most 
probably had been baptised in Wythe 
Co., VA in a Lutheran Church since she 
too had come from", from a Lutheran 
family. There were no Lutheran church- 
es i"n" Hickory County, M0 where she grew 
up and the closest Lutheran Church in 
Arkansas County was in Stuttgart, some 
16 miles from their home. 
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Grandma Amanda n e v e r 
c h a n ged her s t y 1 e of dress-- 
a I w a y s a long skirt w i. t h a 
w hits a p r o n. o v e r i t . T h i s p h o t o 
was taken not long before her 
death in 1933. 




Grandma Amanda was a real pioneer — 
when an infant her folks moved to 
Indian country in MO then when 30 
she moved Kith her husband to tall 
prairie land in AR ten miles 
the closest village. 
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George Howard Frownfelter diec 
when only 40 years old as a r* 
suit ol: a n i n i: e c t i o n i n t. he hi 
following an accident i n t h e 
n a y field . 
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Wedding picture of Amanda King and 
George Howard Frownfelter taken from 
an old tintype. They were married 
Feb. 15, 188:> in St. Clair Co., MO. 
George died 23 Apr., 1893 leaving 
Amanda to rear five children (one 
son died young). 




Grandmother Amanda Frownfelter 

a n d her only d ay g h t e r M a r y Amanda 
w i t h Amanda's first grandchild 
John Leslie H i 1 1 m a n . Mary died 
soon after t he birth of her daughter- 
Irene Hillman on July 1 , 1916. 
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Tombstone for George 
Howard Frownfelter 




Tombstone for Amanda Frownfelter is beside 
her husband's in Cof field Cemetery ca 17 
miles S.E. of Stuttgart, Arkansas. 



EDWARD BENJAMIN FROWNFELTER 
Son of George Frownf elter and wife Amanda King 
Edward Benjamin , George , Henry , Adam ' Henry , John , Felix 

Edward Benjamin Frownf elter was the last child born to George 
and Amanda King Frownf elter. He was born 11 Nov 1891 in the home 
that hi3 parents moved to when they came to Arkansas in 1887. This 
was the house that his parents had built on their homestead farm 
that was listed on their homestead papers as a small tenant house 
near their own house. The site of this home is near where the old 
Turley schoolhouse stood — the last schoolhouse built there on this 
site in the 1940s is still standing, but is no longer being used. 
Not long after his father's death in 1893, Ed's mother had to sell 
this land — she could not afford to pay the taxes. (When Henry 
Frownf elter 's widow, Jane, left the community, she gave this land 
to her son's widow, Amanda.) 

Ed was only 17 months old when his father died as a result of 
an accident in the hay field the previous summer. The struggles of 
this pioneer widowed mother are discussed elsewhere in the previous 
chapter. Ed had a wonderful memory and he often recalled to his 
children how brave and strong his mother, Amanda was as her 
children was growing up. She had no way of making a living until 
her sons were old enough to work, except to find someone who was 
needing a housekeeper, and who was willing to accept her five 
children in their household. She was determined to keep her family 
together — and she succeeded! 

Ed, himself, was a prairie pioneer. Before he was six years 
old he was running his traps and with the help of his old brother, 
Jake was skinning the animals and selling the furs to help provide 
money to buy the family food and clothing. When he was six he got 
his first muzzle loading gun and started hunting in earnest. 

This early hunting that was then a necessity carried over into 
his adult life. He was one of the best squirrel and duck hunters 
in the county. He continued hunting until he was 90 years old. 
His greatest love, however, was fishing and he could catch fish 
when others fishing with him could not even get a nibble. His 
son-in-law, Bill Hargrove, took him fishing on his 93rd birthday 
and he caught his limit. 

Ed recalled that as a child they had barbed wire fence around 
their yard and sheep would come up to the fence and rub it, leaving 
some of their wool . He and his brothers then gathered this wool 
and their mother spun the wool into thread and then she would knit 
them caps and socks. At one house where they lived there was a 
picket fence. The children chased the wild prairie chickens up to 
the fence and the chickens, trying to escape, would stick their 
heads through the fence. The children then were able to grab the 
chickens — thus providing food for the table without having to use 
any of their expensive ammunition for their gun. 

After he was over 80 years of age, Ed would recall for his 
children and grandchildren, memories of early events in the county. 
He remembered seeing the first automobile in the county; the first 
barbed wire fence; the first electric lights; the first paved 
street and highway; the first airplane and the first radio. 
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He followed closely the major advances in science and though, 
he was never fully convinced that Neil Armstrong actually was ON 
the moon, he nevertheless watched it oh television with great 
interest. He loved to fly and local pilots often took him up to 
fly over his farm when he was having canals and a reservoir 
constructed with a large dragline. He was especially interested in 
his later years of seeing the new lock and dams being built on the 
Arkansas River near Arkansas Post, and his daughter, Elsie Marie 
often took him down to the actual sites of construction to see this 
marvelous feat being accomplished. 

On 1 Jan 1912 when Ed was 20 years old, he married a dashing 
young divorcee, Rosa Knapp Jones who was 10 years older than he. 
They were married at the home of Rosa's Uncle John Perry in Hot 
Springs Ark. Ed not only got a wife, but three children I Harold 
was then 12 years of age, Murell was 10 and Lucille was nine. The 
boys spent much of their childhood with their father John Jones who 
lived mainly in the West, and Lucille lived in the Frownfelter 
family, but she did visit the Jones family in the West. In 1927 
she moved to Memphis and later married Garrett Sawyer there. They 
later moved to California and in 1940 moved back to a farm in Mud 
Island that they bought from Ed and Rosa. This land was a part of 
the Frownfelter land and is now farmed by Ed's grandson, Jerry 
Burkett. In 1942 Lucille and Garrett were divorced. In 1950 
Lucille married Harry Ragland Sr. and they built a home in 
Stuttgart where she still resides at 309 East 9th Street. Lucille 
has no children but she has always been very close and supportive 
of her nephews, Nicky, Johnny and Jerry. On 15 April 1996 she was 
93 years old and is still very active and alert and goes to all her 
clubs, her Lodges Corner United Methodist Church, her DAR chapter 
meeting and any place else that family and friends will take her. 

Ed and Rosa bought land and built a new home very close to 
where he was born — on the same road and less than a mile south of 
that location. Ed started farming just as rice was first being 
introduced on the prairie. His main interest on his farm at first 
was cattle. By the time he and Rosa got married in 1912, he was 
grazing 5,000 head of cattle on the open prairie surrounding their 
home in the Turley community. Both of his daughters, Elsie Marie 
and Bennie, were born on this farm. Ed's first grandson, Nicky 
Hargrove, was born on a farm on this same road a few miles south. 
Thus three generations were born a few miles apart! 

Up until the 1930s there was no stock laws in Arkansas, which 
meant that cattle, hogs and horses could graze anywhere that was 
not fenced. Thus to protect the crops, gardens and yards, farmers 
had to fence those places in to keep the livestock from destroying 
their property. 

This same rule applied in the towns and since the cattle were 
driven on foot to the railroad yards in the towns to be shipped to 
St. Louis, the yards in town had to be fenced also. Ed often 
recalled the times he drove 200 or more cattle to Stuttgart. The 
men on horseback would leave the farm (some 17 miles S.E. of 
Stuttgart) before daylight. They drove the cattle across the 
prairie arriving mid-morning at the grove of trees that is now 
known as John Cain Park, where large watering tanks provided a 
place for the cattle to get a drink. The farmers on horseback 
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continued to keep the cattle in the "grove- of trees until late in 
the afternoon. Then th^ cattle were driven through the dusty 
streets to the railroad loading yard which was -located just west of 
the present Crow-Burl ingame building on the N.W. corner of 2nd and 
Main St. The cattle were again watered and then loaded on the 
cattle cars. It was an overnight trip by rail to the St. Louis 
stockyards. A farmer had to accompany his cattle to St. Louis and 
he was given a return ticket on a passenger train the next day. 

Stuttgart ladies dreaded seeing the herds being driven down 
their dusty streets. Ed said the housewives and their children 
would be out in their yards with brooms and sticks trying to keep 
the cattle off their property. 

Ed and Rosa survived two major depressions. The first one, 
soon after World War I they almost escaped! After the 1919 crops 
were harvested and sold at record high prices, Ed and Rosa sold 
their farm (at war inflated prices), and had a farm sale selling 
all their farm equipment, cattle, horses and all the furniture 
except the piano and the large cabinet Edison phonograph — these 
they had crated and sent to the depot at Kerman, California. 

The Frownfelters, now fairly wealthy for those days, packed 
their kids and their clothing sent by train to visit a friend of 
the family that lived in Corona, California. While there, Ed went 
into Los Angles and bought a new Oldsmobile touring car — Olds first 
model after WWI . It was advertised as a "seven-seated touring car" 
for it had two "jump seats" attached to the back of the front seat. 
The family then proceeded to tour all the attractions in southern 
California — the main attraction then was a boat trip to Catalina 
Island. One should understand that there were no interstate 
highways, practically no paved roads, no motels and few service 
stations. Of course, there probably were not many cars on the 
roads to cause traffic jams — California had not yet come of age and 
Disney Land was not even a dream! 

In case our young Frownfelter descendants do not understand 
what a touring car really was in those days, this brief description 
should be given. The cars had no glass enclosed windows, no 
heaters, no air-conditioners and no electric starters — a crank was 
standard equipment and the driver had to go around to the front of 
the car and crank the motor to get it started. When it looked like 
it was going to rain, the family stopped, got the side curtains out 
from under the back seat and snapped the curtains into place. As 
this writer recalls, her father, Ed, was never one to stop to put 
the side curtains on until he was absolutely sure it was going to 
rain — that meant that the rain had already started! Then by the 
time he got the car enclosed everyone was wet. If the sun came out 
after a summer shower, it would get very warm in the car with the 
curtains on, but no matter how much Rosa pleaded, Ed made the rest 
of the days trip with the family being hot and "soggy" with the 
side curtains tightly in place. 

But back to the saga of the family moving to Kerman, 
California, in their new Oldsmobile. Perhaps Ed considered himself 
a pioneer going West just as many men did in the gold-rush of 1849- 
-only he was going first class 1919 style! Did Ed and Rosa 
consider the dangers of traveling with two young daughters — 18 
months old and one not yet five years old? Probably not — just as 
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young parents today do not see dangers' that '"their., parents and . 
grandparents worry about. 

By the time the Frownf elters" left sunny Southern California i"t." 
was already 1920 and in the coldest months of the year — not to 
worry though for the new Olds came equipped with wool lap robes! 

Leaving Los Angeles, the family's destination was Kerman, 
California which meant that they had to go over some high mountains 
on narrow, winding rock roads. (There were few paved roads then, 
even in California.) No doubt, Ed was thoroughly enjoying the 
trip — after all he was only 28 years old and was one that had never 
recognized danger, for he spent years in breaking (taming) horses 
and riding wild broncos. In only 28 years he had risen from a poor 
fatherless kid to someone that was moving West in a new automobile 
(which is what cars were called back then), had money in the bank 
and a loving wife and kids by his side! Indeed, who could ask for 
anything more? This heady feeling probably helped him get the 
family safely over the mountains. 

Ed and Rosa were on their way to find a pot of gold in the 
promised land — the San Joaquin Valley of California where the soil 
was sandy and water, even then, was piped in from the Sierra Nevada 
mountains to water the grapes. 

Ed, no doubt, was encouraged to make this move by his wife, 
Rosa, for her mother and step-father had already purchased a 
grape/raisin ranch near Kerman with Rosa's inheritance from her 
father, John Alonza Knapp who had died when Rosa was one year old, 
and her father's parents, Orlando and Jerusha Ann Hyde Knapp. The 
Knapps had lived near St. Joseph Missouri and were quite well-to- 
do. Rosa's father died in 1882 and she and her mother Frances were 
the only heirs. Then in 1890 John Alonza 's parent both died and 
Rosa inherited all of John Alonza 's share of their estate. This 
money was what was used to buy the ranch near Kerman that Frances 
and her second husband had bought sometime around 1912. Rosa 
probably gave her OK to buy the ranch with her money with the idea 
that she and Ed would one day move out there from Arkansas. 

It is not now known how long it took Ed and Rosa to go from L.A. 
to Kerman, but at any rate Ed was not at Kerman very long before he 
found out that THIS was no Grand Prairie like he was accustomed to 
in Arkansas. He decided the soil was too sandy and not fertile — 
it certainly wouldn't hold water like the Grand Prairie's hardpan 
soil — the soil was mainly alkaline and in his opinion was 
worthless. Most likely he was thinking more about raising rice 
than grapes, which he obviously knew nothing about. At any rate, 
Ed and Rosa and family were gone from the Grand Prairie of Arkansas 
County less than three months. 

Today as his daughters look back on Ed's visits to Grandma's 
house in California, we have decided he probably couldn't tolerate 
his step-father-in-law. While everyone liked Grandma, her choice 
of a second husband had to have been a terrible mistake — at least 
in the eyes of the grandchildren! 

Whatever the reasons might have been, Ed went to the depot and 
changed the labels "to" and "from" on the crates with the Edison 
phonograph and piano and had them shipped back to Stuttgart, Ark. 

Since it was now winter and adequate highways had not been 
built for cross-country trips, Ed sold his beautiful new Olds and 
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-the. family came back by train. Lucille Jones, Rosa's daughter by 
her first marriage went on by train to her father's side of the 
family that lived by then in Oregon. The family now thinks that it 
was only at the firm urging of Rosa that he sold the car — the 
challenge of getting back to Arkansas in that car was something 
that Ed probably was looking forward to. Rosa was 10 years older 
than her husband and was, no doubt, more mature and cautious than 
he. 

Since the family got back to Arkansas County before it was time 
to put in the new crop for 1920, Ed started looking immediately for 
another rice farm to buy. He soon found a large farm in the New 
Providence community which was immediately south of his Turley 
neighborhood where he was born, and where he and Rosa had built 
their first home — in fact it was on the same road. They lived in a 
house in that vicinity until they got their second new home built. 

Besides buying a farm and the necessary farming eguipment (all 
at inflated prices), they also had to pay for the large home that 
they built on the north end of the farm. Their new house was the 
first modern style house built in the area, probably a style of 
architecture they had seen in California. It consisted of a large 
living room with the north end featuring a brick wall with a 
fireplace with window seats on either side (a great place for 
little girls to keep their toys) . From the living room one could 
go into a hall leading to two bedrooms and a bath or one could go 
through French doors into the dining room. A large kitchen and a 
screened porch were to the back. Upstairs were two more large 
rooms — one was the girls' playroom and the other was Lucille 's 
bedroom. 

Another feature of the new home was electric lights! The 
Frownfelters' first home that they built in the Turley neighborhood 
had carbide gas lights. A small building in the back yard housed a 
carbide plant that made a gas. This was piped into the house and 
gas lighting fixtures hung in the middle of each room. They turned 
off and on much like a modern-day gas range. Until this home at 
Turley burned around 1980 the light fixtures continued to be used, 
only electric wires had been run through the pipes after the 
electric lines were installed throughout the countryside. But the 
new home at New Providence was much more modern. Arkansas Power 
and Light Company had not brought the "high lines" through the 
country yet, but Ed bought a Delco Light System. He built a 8x8 
ft. building in the back yard and the new Delco system was 
installed. It had shelves of large glass battery jars. Each full 
of "stuff" (a kid's memory), and in each jar there was also a large 
colored marble. If the marbles sank, the lights in the house would 
start flickering — meaning the batteries had to be recharged, and 
that happened only if someone went out and started the motor up. 
While it sounds like a lot of work to us today, it was nothing 
short of a miracle then, and neighbors came just to see the "bright 
lights" all over the house. This system also furnished power for 
the use of an electric iron, but today we think that the 
refrigerator might have used butane, but perhaps earlier it, too 
was run by the Delco system. Today, we remember that the washing 
machine was in the pump house and was run by a small gas motor. A 
pump jack attached to the house well and powered by a small gas 
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engine-pumped water up into" a storage" tank that provided running . 
water into the house. 

His first year on the new farm, Ed -produced a bumper crop. As.' 
the crop was harvested he was offered $2.50 per bushel (which was 
very high at that time), but he decided to store it until Spring 
gambling on higher prices. The bottom dropped out of the economy 
and he finally sold his crop of over 50,000 bushels for less than 
25 cents per bushel!. This was the beginning of Ed And Rosa's 
first depression — the one they almost missed — had they remained in 
California that year. 

They weathered this depression after selling off some of their 
land. On 5 Jan 1927 the new home burned to the ground. Ed was 
quail hunting in a field east of the house. Rosa and her daughter 
Lucille had gone to a luncheon and the two young daughters were in 
school one-half a mile north of their home. Ed rushed to the house 
and let the girls' get dog out the back door, ran around the house 
and broke a dining room window and got Rosa's canary out (it had 
already asphyxiated) , then he ran around to the north side of the 
house and broke a window out in Bennie's bedroom, crawled in, 
grabbed a blanket on the foot of the bed, wrapped it around him and 
groped his way through the smoke to their bedroom where he kept his 
business papers — that drawer and the blanket he wrapped around him 
were all that he saved. Incidentally, the blanket was in reality 
the beautiful plaid wool lap robe that came in their new Oldsmobile 
when they bought it in California. Bennie always kept it on the 
foot of her bed and now in 1996 that lap robe is still in her 
possession — the only article that has survived that fire. 

Elsie Marie and Bennie had started out to walk the half-mile to 
school that January morning fully protected from cold weather, but 
as they left they decided they did not need their winter coats and 
ran back and threw them on the front yard gate. As Rosa and 
Lucille left at noon they noticed the coats and took them back into 
the house. Thus the coats burned. That night the family's closest 
friends and neighbors, Wallace and Myrtle Epperson, took them in to 
their large home. During the night it started sleeting and the 
worst ice storm of the season began — and the girls didn't even have 
a coat to wear to school that next day. 

In recalling that terrible fire, both Elsie Marie and Bennie 
remember the fear they had as they looked out the south windows of 
that schoolhouse and watched their home burn. But foolishly they 
recall their grief of losing their beautiful new bye-low baby dolls 
that they both had gotten for Christmas just two weeks before, not 
even thinking of the huge loss of everything else in their home. 
Luckily the Frownfelters had insurance and they made plans to 
rebuild immediately. They first moved into a tenant house on their 
farm and then built first a large garage and storage room near the 
site where they planned to rebuild their home. They then moved 
into this first building until their house was built. Carpenters, 
plasterers and painters commuted back and forth from Stuttgart to 
build the house. Though the house was not as large as the one that 
burned, it was well built with hardwood floors and plastered walls. 
It has three bedrooms, a bathroom, living room, dining room, 
kitchen, pantry and large screened in back porch. Today in 1996 it 
is being lived in and looks very much as it did when the 
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Frownfelters -lived there. Ed and Rosa -had hardly settled in their - 
new home until the great depressibn of the early 1930s began. This 
was during the era of Herbert Hoover's "administration and the first 
years of Franklin Roosevelt's tenure as our president. Banks 
failed, land prices and grain prices fell. and when Roosevelt became 
president he closed all banks for a period of time. The 
Frownfelters lost their farm and they rented a farm back up in the 
Turley community for five years. By 1938 Ed was able to again buy 
a farm. _ This time it was a 320-acre farm at Lodges Corner — for the 
first time Ed and Rosa were living on an all-weather gravel road. 
(This is the present-day Federal Highway #165 S and was paved many 
years ago.) The farm had an old two-story house on it; they tore 
the top story off and completely renovated the downstairs making it 
a modern home. Thus in less than 26 years Ed and Rosa had built 
three new homes and completely rebuilt a fourth one. 

Their older daughter had started to high school in 1927 in 
Stuttgart where she room and boarded with the Grabbe family. In 
1931 while still in high school she married Bill Hargrove who was 
attending high school in DeWitt, but he too, had gone to grade 
school at New Providence one-room school. Elsie Marie and Bill 
moved in with the Frownfelters until after their son, Nicky Edward 
Hargrove was born on 19 January 1932. 

When Bennie was in the 10th grade in high school at DeWitt the 
Frownfelters moved to the rented farm in Turley community and 
Bennie went to San Diego California and enrolled in high school 
there and lived with her sister, Lucille and husband Garrett 
Sawyer. They later moved to another town and Bennie roomed and 
boarded with a family that had a daughter that was in high school 
with her. She graduated from San Diego High School in June 1935. 
Rosa came out for her graduation and the two toured the West and 
visited Rosa's son by the previous marriage, Murrell Jones who 
lived with his family in Bremerton, Washington. 

Elsie Marie and Bill Hargrove bought a farm during this time in 
the Turley community, just one mile north of where Ed Frownfelter 
had been born in 1891 and just two miles from where Elsie Marie and 
Bennie had been born. Bennie came back to Arkansas and enrolled at 
a girls school in Conway, known as Central College for Girls; she 
got her A. A. degree from there and in 1939 got her BSE from what is 
now the University of Central Arkansas. 

The Ed Frownfelter family had always attended church and Sunday 
School in the community in which they lived, but always the 
services were held in the local one-room schoolhouse. 

It was not long after they moved to Lodges Corner and were 
attending Methodist services held in the Stillwell schoolhouse that 
the group decided it was time to build a church building at or near 
Lodges Corner. Ed immediately donated two acres of his land at the 
Corner for a church and hopefully a parsonage. He and Rosa also 
gave a generous cash donation and he worked regularly in actually 
building the church. On 4 June 1944 when Bishop Selecman came to 
dedicate the debt-free church building, it was Ed Frownfelter, as 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, that presented the church to the 
Bishop. This was, indeed, a proud day in Ed's life. From that time 
forward until his death in 1984, Ed attended every service that he 
was physically able to attend at the Lodges Corner United Methodist 
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Church. '" - - ""."-'" - .'-"--. " " 

In 1944 Ed and Rosa sold their farm at Lodges Corner to their 
daughter and son-in-law Bill "Hargrove. The Hargr.oves moved to 
Lodges Corner and into the house on this farm. The Frownf elter 's 
final move was to a practically new house at 1111 S. Main in 
Stuttgart. It had a large living room, dining room, two bedrooms, 
a bathroom and a kitchen to which they added a den and another 
bath. Today (1996) their home belongs to their daughter Bennie and 
her son Jerry. It is in excellent condition and is used as the 
office for Edward D. Jones & Company Brokers. 

Ed and Rosa's life revolved around this Lodges Corner United 
Methodist Church. Even after moving into Stuttgart they continued 
to drive the 17 miles back out to their beloved church. Rosa was 
active in all phases of the work of "their church" and her local 
unit of the Women's Society of Christian Service (later changed to 
United Methodist Women) honored her by making her a life member. 
After Rosa's death on 6 Nov 1967, and after he grew too old to 
drive, his daughter, Elsie Marie and her husband Bill Hargrove 
continued to pick hem up at his home in Stuttgart and take him to 
every service held at "his" church. (By this time the Hargroves 
had moved to Stuttgart and built a large home at 2001 S.Prairie) 

Ed's final trip to the church was on Wednesday afternoon 29 
March 1984, when he was taken for his funeral service—an 
appropriate celebration for the life of Ed Frownf elter who lived 9 3 
years, five months and 16 days. Ed and Rosa are buried in the Lone 
Tree Cemetery, Stuttgart, by the side of his brother Jake and his 
wife Emma Frownf elter. 

Other than Ed and Rosa's love and appreciation for their church, 
probably the thing that gave them their greatest joy was the birth 
of three grandsons. Deprived of any son (their first child was a 
boy who died in infancy), they took particular delight in these 
grandsons. His first grandson, Nicky Edward Hargrove, was born 
when Ed was barely 40 years old, and until Nicky started to high 
school he was at "Papaws and Mama's" house almost as much as at his 
parents' home. His second grandson, John Edward Burkett, came into 
the family as a special gift — he was adopted as a six-month-old 
curly-headed baby in April 1951 by Bennie and Billy Burkett. This 
was 18 years after grandson, Nicky had been born. In fact, Nicky 
was by then already married and had a daughter of his own. By the 
time of Johnny's arrival, Ed and Rosa had retired and moved to 
Stuttgart so the grandparents had plenty of time to enjoy (and 
spoil) the new grandson. When Johnny was six years old, Bennie 
gave birth to son, Jerry Byron Burkett, born 7 September 1956 in 
Stuttgart . 

Jerry spent many happy hours at Mama and Papaw's house and even 
after growing up he had wonderful memories of learning to cook with 
Mama's help, and his memories of Papaw's tales of pioneer life on 
the Grand Prairie encouraged him to help develop the Stuttgart 
Agricultural Museum where many of the Frownfelter artifacts are 
today preserved and on display. 

As a part of Ed Frownfelter 's legacy it should be mentioned that 
he was the inspiration for the development of the Stuttgart 
Agricultural Museum and he lived long enough to see the museum 
built. He was the one that cut the "ribbon of prairie grass" that 
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formally opened the museum in September -1974." A few years later a 
typical early prairie pioneer house was built on the grounds of the 
museum. Ed drew the plans for the house which is a reproduction of 
the house that Ed was born in, in 1891 in the Turley community. 
Numerous plaques honoring Ed and Rosa Frownfelter are in the museum 
today recognizing them as Grand Prairie Pioneers. 

On 1 January 1962 Ed and Rosa celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary with an open-house hosted by their children at the home 
of daughter and son-in-law Elsie Marie and Bill Hargrove at 
Stuttgart. All of the family earlier had attended church at Lodges 
Corner and then had lunch in the dining room of the Riceland Hotel 
in Stuttgart. 

Family members present were Murrell Jones and wife from 
Bremerton, Washington; his son John Jones and his wife Barbara and 
their sons Kevin and Chris from Redlands, California; Lucille Jones 
and husband Harry Ragland Sr.; Elsie Marie and husband Bill 
Hargrove, and their son Nicky and his wife Rosella Becker Hargrove 
and their daughters, Dana, Rita and Lori; Bennie and her husband 
Billy and their sons Johnny and Jerry. 

Rosa Knapp Frownfelter died in 1967, but she lived long enough 
to see all seven of her grandchildren. By her first marriage Rosa 
had four grandchildren: Betty, Dorothy and John Jones, children of 
Murrell and Ora Smith Jones; and Louise Jones only child of Harold 
and Olive Epperson Jones. Ed and Rosa Frownfelter had three 
grandsons: Nicky Edward Hargrove, son of Elsie Marie Frownfelter 
and William Nicholas "Bill" Hargrove; and John Edward and Jerry 
Byron Burkett, sons of Bennie Frownfelter and Billy John Burkett. 
The grandchildren by her first marriage were already grown by then 
and married. Ed and Rosa's first grandson, Nicky, was also married 
and had three daughters before Rosa's death. Their grandsons 
Johnny and Jerry were still in school. Ed lived until 1984 and he 
had the good fortune to live long enough to see his great great 
grandson Blake Harkey who was born in Dallas, Texas in 1979 and his 
great great granddaughter Amanda Rose Harkey born in 1983 in 
Dallas. Amanda was named for her great great great grandmother 
Amanda King Frownfelter who was Ed's mother. Blake and Amanda are 
the children of Dana Jean Hargrove and Jack Harkey. 

Reflecting on the 55 years of their marriage, it seems apparent 
that they loved to travel . No one can count how many times they 
drove or went by train to California, always taking advantage of 
side trips to interesting points in all the states in which they 
traveled. Besides the times that Ed went with Rosa and the girls, 
she would occasionally take Elsie Marie and Bennie and go out on 
the train alone. They either boarded the train in Stuttgart or 
Little Rock. Ed would take them over and they would all spend the 
night at the Capitol Hotel (it has been restored and in 1996 is 
again considered one of the best hotels in Little Rock.) The next 
morning he would take them to the depot and they would leave on the 
pullman car. The only times the little girls got to get out of the 
pullmancar was to go to the dining car to eat, and occasionally 
the train would have a long enough stop that they would get off the 
train and eat at a Harvey House. (Harvey Houses were large 
resturants owned by the railroad and were always located near the 
depots . ) 
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Besides these cross-country trips, Ed -and. Rosa made many 
yearly trips to Hot Springs. At one time they owned a house in Hot 
Springs, but mainly they would rent an apartment right down town 
and Rosa, Elsie Marie and Bennie would spend most of the summer 
over there where she would take baths at a bathhouse (these 
beautiful bathhouses are still standing today in 1996). Ed would 
drive over on the weekends and bring the girls' dog,^ "Johnny Ducks" 
over with him! During that time malaria and the accompanying 
chills were prevalent on the prairie and Rosa felt that it was 
safer to spend the summertime over at Hot Springs. The lakes had 
not been made at that time but they often went out to Riverside on 
the Ouachita River and Fountain Lake to swim. (The fact that both 
the Frownfelter sisters had spent so much of their childhood at Hot 
Springs probably accounts for the fact that Elsie Marie and Bennie 
now own lake houses on Lake Hamilton and continue to enjoy along 
with their families the time they spend at Hot Springs.) 

Rosa continued to make trips on the train to visit her family 
in St. Joseph Missouri where she was born in 1881. Even after they 
were too old to drive out West they would take a train and visit 
first in California, then travel on to visit in Oregon and 
Washington and come home by the way of Chicago. 

As youngsters the sisters recall that they, along with their 
parents, made many trips to camp areas here in the county where 
they would camp and fish. Each year the family made trips to Camp 
Doughboy, Camp Fagan and other places for entertainment. Community 
picnics were often held with everyone bringing all sorts of good 
food and the men would seine the bayou for fish after the group got 
there. They would then clean the fish and fry them in large iron 
wash pots full of hot grease right there on the bayou's edge. 

The Frownfelters loved to go to parties where the school desks 
were pushed to the sides of the schoolhouse and the bid traditional 
party games were danced. These were circle games and they 
furnished their own music by singing. These often were played in 
people's homes with the furniture pushed aside or moved into an 
adjoining room. 

Rosa especially like to "go". Elsie Marie and Bennie remember 
that Ed would come into the house and tell Rosa he had to go some 
place and Rosa would grab us girls up and out they would go and 
jump in the car (no pickups then). On the road, Rosa would ask Ed, 
"Where are we going?" Perhaps the daughters inherited this trait 
from her, for they have always "been on go"! 

While no formal churches were ever built in their various 
neighborhoods in which the Frownfelters lived, (until they built 
the Methodist Church at Lodges Corner), they always saw that the 
community had an organized Sunday School and Church. Ministers 
would drive out from DeWitt or Stuttgart. At various times and 
places they were Presbyterian, Baptist and Methodist. But always 
the community had Sunday School and Church. These meetings were 
held in the schoolhouse. The two cloakrooms were used for the 
Primary and Junior classes, the stage, with the curtains drawn, was 
for the Youth, while the Adult class was in the main part of the 
schoolroom. 
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"_.-'- "._- Rosa Bell Frances Knapp 's Family ". - 

Rosa Knapp was b 13 Dec 1881 at St. Josef h MO to .John Henry 
Alonzo Knapp and Frances Perry Knapp. Her father died- when she was 
one year and one day old. Her mother taught school and they lived 
with her mother's Aunt Martha Deakins Doughtery on Lake Contrary 
near St. Joseph MO. Aunt Martha had also reared Rosa's mother, 
Frances Perry Knapp. Frances' father was killed at the Battle of 
Shiloh in Tennessee during the Civil War at which time his wife 
(Frances' mother) Margaret Deakins Perry was left with a 19-month 
old Frances and a son John Perry Jr. who was born two months after 
John Perry was killed. John Perry Sr . was born in 183 3 in London 
England and was naturalized in Missouri in 1858. 

Frances' mother, Margaret Deakins Perry remarried in 1866 to 
James Simpson, and they moved her two children to Ravenwood MO. 
Margaret died there in 1869 and the two children moved back to St. 
Joseph and continued to be reared by their Aunt Martha Deakins 
Dougherty. Thus Aunt Martha reared both Rosa Knapp and her mother 
Frances Perry Knapp (Simpson) . 

After the death of Rosa's father, her mother remarried to James 
Rees also from Ravenwood MO. They moved to Kerman California 
around 1915 where they bought (with Rosa's inheritance) a raisin 
ranch. This explains the many trips the Ed Frownfelter family made 
to California. 

Rosa Knapp married first John Jones and they moved to 
Minneapolis Minnesota where John along with his parents owned a 
restaurant. While there they had two sons, Harold and Murrell and 
one daughter, Mildred Lucille. They divorced when Lucille was only 
two or three years old and eventually Rosa and her children moved 
to the Lodges Corner (Stillwell) community south of Stuttgart where 
she kept house for her bachelor half-uncle Jimmy Simpson. It was 
while living there that Rosa Knapp Jones met and married Ed 
Frownfelter who lived nearby. 

Through Rosa Knapp 's paternal grandmother, Jerusha Ann Hyde 
(Knapp) Bennie Frownfelter Burkett has traced and proven over 50 
lines back to the immigrant ancestors and a large number of these 
back to England and one back to a French Huguenot. Some of the 
best known early New England colonists are our ancestors all coming 
through Jerusha Ann Hyde and her ancestors. These include Thomas 
Welles who was the fourth governor of Connecticut. We descend 
through two of his sons, John and Thomas Welles Jr; through another 
Hyde line we share a common grandfather with George Washington — 
Thomas Stanton who was recognized as the final authority on Indian 
affairs in the early New England colonies had a grandfather Walter 
Washington who was a brother to Lawrence Washington through whom 
George Washington descends and Walter and Lawrence Washington's 
father was Robert Washington. Both brothers, Walter and Lawrence 
Washington were born at Sulgrave Manor, which is today maintained 
as a memorial to the Washington Family and especially revered as a 
memorial to George Washington, our first president of the United 
States of America. 

Another Hyde ancestor was a member of the oldest military 
organization in the new world, The Ancient and Honorable Artillery 
Company of Massachusetts which was chartered on the first Monday 
in June 1638 in Boston and our ancestor, Arthur Perry, was their 
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drummer at that- time.. Another ancestor Joshua Scottow and his son- 
in-law Benjamin Gibbs were also early members. At least two of the 
early Hyde Ancestors were physicians, Dr. -John Hyde and Dr. Joshua 
Scottow. One, Alice Gay lord Treat, was a French Huguenot whose 
grandfather had been persecuted in France for his firm belief in 
Protestantism and who fled to England. His granddaughter Alice 
Gaylord married Richard Treat in England and they came to the 
colonies around 1637. One Hyde ancestor, Thomas Fox, arrived in 
the Winthrop Fleet in 1630 and helped to settle the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony. 

Rosa's paternal line, the Knapps, trace their immigrant ancestor 
to Nicholas Knapp and his wife Elinor who also came to the colonies 
in 1630 in the Winthrop Fleet. 

At least seven of Rosa's Hyde line ancestors have their names 
on the Founders Monument in the old Center Cemetery behind the 
First Church in downtown Hartford CT. The Church is still standing 
today (1996) and is in good repair though not regularly used. 
This church and the cemetery is very near the Connecticut State 
Capitol and near the Hilton and Ramada Inn. Those names of her 
ancestors listed are: William Andrews, Samuel Greenhill, Governor 
Thomas Welles, Thomas Spencer, Richard Seymour, Thomas Lord and 
Thomas Stanton. The above named William Andrews Sr. was shown in 
the book, The First Families of Hartford CT by Lucius Barner 
Barbour as being "The first schoolmaster in Hartford, teaching from 
1643 to 1656". Other Hyde ancestors that are listed in the above 
mentioned book, though not on the Founders Monument are Thomas 
Gridley, Gerald Spencer, Nathaniel Bearding; Samuel Andrews, John 
Shepherd and John stedman. 

Elsie Marie Frownfelter Hargrove and Bennie Frownfelter Burkett 
have done research in Hartford CT a number of times and were 
delighted to find that their ancestor, Gov. Thomas Welles, had a 
life size statue of him mounted on the outside of the State Capitol 
there at Hartford! 

The following ancestors through the Hyde line are listed on The 
Index of Nine Rolls of Arms Registered by the Heraldry and Coats of 
Arms Committee New England Historical and Genealogical Register: 
Thomas Lord and wife Dorothy Bird; Nathaniel Foote; John Plumb; 
and Richard Seymour (Seymer). Others listed in other sources that 
had known Coats of Arms in the Hyde ancestral line included: 
Thomas Loring and William Tuttle. 

James Rogers, another ancestor of Rosa Knapp, was said "to have 
been the richest man in the Connecticut Colony except Governor 
Winthrop." James Harris, the immigrant, and wife Sarah Denison, had 
11 children and all but the last three were baptized in the famous 
Old South Meeting House in Boston MA in 1683. Their son, our 
ancestor, Lt. James Harris Jr. was a licensed "Taverner" and 
through him Jerry Byron Burkett, son of Bennie Frownfelter and 
husband Billy Burkett, is, in 1996, a member of the hereditary 
order Flagon and Trencher! 

On 29 April 1635, Thomas Lord, his wife Dorothy Bird, and 
children sailed from the port of London to New England in the ship, 
"Elizabeth and Ann." They landed in Boston and joined their son 
Richard Lord of Newtown who had come a year earlier to find a place 
for them to settle. In 1636, with his entire family, Thomas Lord 
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joined' the party of Rev. ..Hooker and" Mr. Stone and 100 men, women 
and children, which took its departure from Newtown MA to form a 
new settlement on the Connecticut River.- "They traveled more than 
100 miles, through a hideous and trackless wilderness to 

Hartford They drove with them 160 head of cattle and subsisted 

on the way on the milk of cows This adventure was the more 

remarkable as many of this company were persons of figure, who in 
England had lived in honor, affluence and delicacy, and were 
strangers to fatigue and danger." (From Trumbull's Memorial 
History of Hartford CT) Thus, Thomas Lord and his family became an 
original proprietor and one of the first settlers of Hartford, CT. 
His neighbors on the "north side of the highway on the bank of the 
Little River" were Gov. Haynes, Gov. Welles, Gov. Wyllys, Rev. 
Hooker and other prominent persons who made this trek through the 
wilderness. We descend through Thomas Lord's daughter Ann Lord 
born in 1614 in England and who married Thomas Stanton in 1637. 
Thomas Stanton had considerable fame as an Indian interpreter. 

Through Rosa Knapp's many ancestral lines Bennie Frownfelter 
Burkett has been accepted into membership in the following Orders: 
Daughters of the American Revolution (through Samuel Stedman, 
Robert and David Moore, Edward Robertson and Clarke Hyde — also 
proven but not sent in for membership are Ephraim and son Elijah 
Harris); Colonial Dames of the Seventeenth Century (through Arthur 
Perry, Humphrey Hyde, Gov. Thomas Welles, Lt. John Stedman, Thomas 
Loring, Edward Gilman, Nathaniel Foote, John Leavitt, Lt. Joseph 
Judson, Ensign John Curtis and Richard Belden — there are many, many 
more but I have not sent in their proof); National Society Women 
Descendants of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company (through 
Arthur Perry — also eligible through Joshua Scottow and Benjamin 
Gibbs but papers not sent in) ; Magna Charta (through Richard 
Belden); Daughters of 1812 (through James Lewis Hyde); Huguenot 
Society (through Alice Gaylord w/o Richard Treat); Plantagenet 
Society (through Richard Belden); First Families of Massachusetts 
(through Arthur Perry — many more lines eligible as one is eligible 
if one can prove a direct ancestral line that was in the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony before 1640) ; Sons and Daughters of the 
Pilgrims (through Gov. Thomas Welles) ; Colonial Order of the Crown 
(through Richard Belden); Daughters of Colonial Wars (though Lt. 
John Stedman who was killed in the Great Swamp Fight with the 
Narragansett Indians at South Kingston R.I. on 18 Dec 1675); 
National Society of New England Women (through Capt. James Judson); 
Daughters of Union Veterans of The Civil War (through Rosa Knapp 
Frownfelter 's grandfather John Perry Sr. who was killed at Shiloh 
TN during Civil War in 1862). Other hereditary orders that she has 
proven and accepted for membership include Order of Descendants of 
Colonial Physicians and Chirurgiens (through Dr. John Hyde); 
Descendants of Colonial Governors (through Gov. Thomas Welles, the 
fourth governor of the Connecticut Colony) and The Descendants of 
the Knights of the Garter at Windsor Castle (through Richard 
Belden). 

In order that the present generations and those to come in the 
future might more fully appreciate what their colonial ancestors 
had to endure when they settled here in America, this true story of 
one of Rosa Knapp Frownfelter 's ancestors must be included: 
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Elizabeth Foote was. b. 1654 and was only 16 years old when she 
married Daniel Belden who was then 22. They were still living in 
Hatfield Mass. in April' 1687 when son John was born/ and they were 
living in Deerfield, Mass. in June 1689 when daughter Abigail was 
born. They had 14 children: William, Richard, Elizabeth, 
Nathaniel, Mary, Daniel, Sarah, HESTER (sometimes written Esther — 
our direct ancestor), Abigail, Samuel, John, and Thankful. 
(Children with the same first names indicated that the first child 
died at birth or in infancy.) This information was taken from the 
Hatfield Town Records: "Elizabeth, wife to Daniel Belden ye head of 
the family, together with Daniel Belden, John Belden and Thankful 
Belden, their children, were all of them slaine by the enemie, 
September 16, 1696." 

From Appendix to Redeemed Captive Returning to Zion by the Rev. 
John Williams, the minister of Deerfield Mass., "September 16, 
1698, the Mohawk Indians came along from up Green River to the town 
(Deerfield) and assaulted Mr. Daniel Belden's house — took Mr. 
Belden, his son Nathaniel and daughter Esther (our ancestor) 
captive, killed his wife and three children, and wounded Samuel and 
Abigail, but they recovered — altho Samuel had a hatchet stuck in 
his head, and some of his brains came out at the wound." 

From Mather's Magnalia, "The Indians making an Assault upon 
Deerfield, in this present War, they struck a hatchet some inches 
into the Skull of a Boy there — even so deep, that the Boy felt the 
force of a wrench used by "em to get it out. There he lay a long 
while Weltering in his Blood; they found, they dress' d him; 
considerable Quantities of his Brain came out from time to time 
when they opened the Wound; yet the Lad recovered, and is now 
living Mounment of the Power and Goodness of God. (This is written 
exactly as found in the original copy including the many words that 
had been capitalized. Mather was referring to Daniel and Elizabeth 
Belden's son, Samuel mentioned in the preceding paragraph.) 

Records show that Esther, our ancestor, then circa 13 years of 
age, and her sister, Elizabeth, 23 years old and their father, 
Daniel Belden, were driven by the Indians all the way to Canada 
where they were later redeemed by the Jesuits in 1697. 

Rosa Knapp's grandson, John Jones and his wife Barbara, 
recently visited the museum in Deerfield, Mass. and took a picture 
of a plaque that the city fathers had hung in the museum 
commemorating Daniel Belding (another spelling of Belden) , though 
one wonders today in 1996, why they did not mention his wife and 
their children and the fact that a number of them were killed! 
Could this not be a prime example of male chauvinism? 

The plaque reads: 

DANIEL BELDING 
1648-1731 
Settler of Deerfield 1686 
Selectman and Leader in Town Affairs 
Captured by Mohawks 
Driven to Canada and Tortured 1697 
Sold to the Jesuits 1697 
Redeemed 1698 
Twice Bereft of Wife and Children 
By the Attack of 1696 
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- " And the Massacre of J. 7 04 

He Resolutely Rebuilt His Home 

- Fought Off With His Fellow Townsmen 

in 1709 a Second Attack By 

French and Indians Under De Rouville 

And in 1723 in Old Age Joined 

The March Against the Asenakis 

This is only one example of one of our ancestors whose family 
suffered in the early period of the development of our country. It 
is only in researching and finding out about the actual facts of 
how our ancestors lived and worked that we can fully appreciate 
what sacrifices and hardships our forefathers endured. The very 
least we can do today is to try to compile their records so that 
future descendants can appreciate "from whence they came". 

As this section of the Ed Frownfelter and Rosa Knapp records 
ends the writer reminds the readers that a more or less complete 
history of Ed Frownfelter' s maternal line has already been 
published in 1993 by her. The book is titled King Cousins 
Descendants and Ancestors of Jacob King and his wife Juliana 
Kimberling of Wythe County Virginia and Hickory County Missouri. 
Edward Benjamin Frownfelter is the grandson of Jacob and Juliana 
King. Ed's mother, Amanda King Frownfelter, was born in Wythe Co 
VA in 1852 to Jacob and Juliana King and she was their last child 
born in Virginia before they moved to Hickory County Missouri. In 
1884 Amanda King married George Howard Frownfelter in St. Clair 
Co MO. They lived in the same community and their parents owned 
land across the road from each other in the little village of 
Quincy, Hickory Co MO — St. Clair County is the adjoining county to 
Hickory County. George Howard Frownfelter and his wife Amanda King 
moved to Arkansas County in 1886/87 where Ed was born in 1891. 

EDWARD BENJAMIN FROWNFELTER AND HIS WIFE ROSA BELLE FRANCES 
KNAPP (JONES) had these children: 

1. Roy E. (no middle name) Frownfelter was b 27 Oct 1912 in the 
Turley Community southeast of Stuttgart,. He died 8 Feb 1913 and 
is buried in the family plot at the Coffield Cemetery in the 
Prairieville Community which adjoins the Turley Community on the 
North . 

2. Elsie Marie Frownfelter was b 11 June 1915 in the same 
community. See next chapter. 

3. Bennie Alene Frownfelter was b 1 August 1918 in this same 
community. See last chapter. 
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Rosa on their wedding day 
1912 at Hot Springs, AR 



Ed Frownfelter on his 

9 0th b i r t h d a y w i t h Ben n i e 
and Elsie Marie. 



Ed and Rosa Frownfelter 
p?ith their daughters 
Bennie and Elsie Marie 
on the south side of their 
new home around 1928. 
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Ed and Rosa Frownfelter w i t h t h e i r 

d a u ghters E I s i. e M arie a n d Bennie i r 19 3 7 
at their home at Lodges Corner. 
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L ucille J o n e s ( R a g 1 a n d ) 
h olding 3-month- o 1 d 
Bennie. Elsie Marie 
stands nearbv. 





T hree genera t i o n s o f 
F rownfelters — E d w i t 
daughter Elsie Marie 
her son Nicky. 
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Ed showing off his new daughter, Elsie 
Marie and his net; 1915 Model-! Ford. This 
and the above picture were taken at their new 
home built in 1912 in the fur lev Community. 
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Rosa by their home at 
Lodges Corner 
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Rosa Knapp age circa 17 
in St. Joseph. Missouri 





Ed and Rosa w i t h t h e 1. r f i r s t 
grandchild, N i c k y H a r g r o v e a t 
their h o m e a t N e w P r o v i d e n c e 
Commun i t y 
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B e n n i e and Elsie Marie Fr own f filter 
at their home in Hot S p r i n g s c a 19 2 1 




Ed and Rosa's tombstone at Lone Tree 



Ed and Rosa in 1941 
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Ed and Rosa F r o w n f e 1 1 e r ' s first 
h o in e the y b u i 1 t in the Turle y 
community c a 1913. The prairie 
was open range vi i t h par t O f t h e i 
C a 1 1 1 e i n f r ont o f t heir h o m e . 



Ed Frownfelter and daughter Benrsie 
w i t h Rosa'i c o u sin Jack Perry 
c aoie h ere from Londo n E n g . 
picture was taken in 1930 
in S m a c k o v e r , 
h u sine s s . 
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This is a reproduction of Ed's birth Ed Frownfelter cut a "ribbon" of 

place that he designed and help prairie grass at the dedication of 

build on the grounds of the Stuttgart the museum in Sept. 1974. Assisting 
Agricultural Museum. was the National and state Bicentennic 

chairmen John Warner and Clennis Park? 




At Ed & Rosa Fr o wnf e 1 t er ' s 50th 
wedding anni v crsary Jan. 1 , 1962 
Linda Sue, Joh n n j , Rita, D ana, 
N i c k y , L o r i . (Seated): P a p a w , 
Jerry, Mama, Chris, John Jones, 
and Kevin. Rita, Dana, Lori, 
Chris and Kevin are great grand- 
child r e n . 
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The Lodges Corner United Methodist Church as it looks in 1999. 
The church was built and dedicated in 1944 on a two-acre plot 
that was a part of the Ed Frownfelter farm at Lodges Corner, Ed 
was chairman of the Board of Trustees. 



ED AND ROSA FROWNFE LTER ' S HOMES 







«-—— « n 




X h e 1 r f 1 r 

their mar 
Communi t y 



s t h ome b u i 1 1 s o on a f t e 
riage in 191 2 i n T urley 




i.nei r 



i n 1 1 ! e N e w Providence C o mm u n 
burned on Jan 5 . 1927. 










1 9 2 2 

i t y . I 



■ 



•- 



'■■ :..v ■ ■ - ? • -.., , .,' 



T h e y b u 
s a m e s i 

This p i 



i d 8 




They bought this new home at 1111 S.Main in Stuttgart in 1943 
They lived here until their deaths — Rosa in 1967 and Ed in 1984 
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Bill H argrove & Bennie 
B urke 1 1 a t D a y t o n a Beac h 
Florida ca 1970 



Elsie Marie & Bennie at 

L o d g e s Cor n e r h o m e c a 1942 




Elsie Marie Hargrove, Billy Burkett and Bill Hargrove helping 
themselves to oranges in California c a 1950. 
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E d F r a w n f: p It e r « i t h his i: amily at L o d g e s Corner 
Methodist Church ca 1986. Front row: Rill & Elsie 
Marie Hargrove, Blake Harkey, Ed, Lucille Rag land 
Bennie & Billy Burkctt; back row: Cleve and Rita 
C 1 i n t o r 1 , R o s e 1 1 a & N i c I< y H a r grove & Lori . J e r r y B u rkett , 
Dana &- J a c k s o n H a r k e y 




At Jerry S, Robin's wedding Oct. 27, 1990 at 1st Methodist Church L . R . . 

Lauren, Caroline, Charlotte, Amanda, Lindsey, Blake, Bennie, Robin 
Jerry, Lucille, Lori, Cleve, Rita, Billy, Rosella, Nicky, Dana, Jackson, 
Elsie Marie, Cynthia , Tommy 



ELSIE MARIE FROWNFELTER HARGROVE 

Daughter of Edward Benjamin Frownfelter and wife, Rosa Knapp 
Elsie Mane Edward 7 George 6 Henry 5 Adam 4 Henry 3 John 2 Felix' 

Elsie Marie Frownfelter was b 1 1 June 1915 in the Turley community She 
attended Stuttgart High School and married William Nicholas Hargrove 23 Jan 1931 
while st, m high school. Her husband Bill was b 4 May 1913 in the Lodges Corner 
(St.llwell) community and Elsie Marie and Bill both grew up in the New Providence 
Community and finished the 8* grade in that community school. She attended Stuttgart 
High School He attended DeWitt High School. He was the son of William Laton 
Hargrove and his wife Dora Polstra. The Hargrove family moved to the New Providence 
area m 1885 from Nevada Co MO. Dora Polstra was b in Holland and she moved lo.U 
same community from Lafayette Ind. 

Elsie Marie, through the years, devoted much time in providing leadership in the 
Children s Work on the Conference and District level of the United Methodist Church 
having been Pme Bluff District Director of Children's Work for over 15 years She has 
taught Kindergarten class at her local Lodges Corner United Methodist Church since ft 
was bud, mim She and Bill were charter members of the Lodges Corner Unied 
Method,* : Church and both have held leadership roles in the church from the beg mning 
Elsie Mane ,s past president of the Riceland Garden Club and also of Amici Club which 
is a member of the General Federation of Women's Clubs 

She is a charter member of the Arkansas Post Chapter Daughters of the American 
Revolution and a past regent , as well as serving in other offices of the chapter Elsie 
Mane s two sisters, Lucille Ragland and Bennie Burkett, are ,n this chapter as wel as her 

£ onTd a" 8 ; S '„ D T' ** Md L ° ri TW ° ° f her *« g-nddaughters, Lauren 
Walton and Amanda Harkey, are in the Joseph Stillwell Chapter Children of he 

American Revolution, her husband was a member of the Sons of the American 
Revolution and her son Nicky is still a member of S A R 

She and her husband were both prominent in the founding of the Stuttgart Agricultural 
Museum and at his death in 1987 Bill was Chairman of the Board of Trust eeVof tne 

museum sf C 3l ^^ J** ^ C ° ntinU£S t0 do volunteer^ ce a he 
museum. She ,s an expenenced flower arranger and besides ananging flowers for her 

her^a tfthe IT ° ** «** "" » ^ *"« for ^L SS in 



nf ^wt^"? c , S1Ster ' Benni6 ' have traveled pensively throughout the eastern half 
tha thev m n ^f** ^V™ "^ l ° P™ the ™™ than 1 00 ST 
Sv Z 7 ha r!, d0CUmented - She and Be ™e, along with their husbands B il and 
Billy, have traveled over most of the United States "just for the fun of it". In re ent years 

ton To Tciz sst lt toAiaska and to the New e ^ **z - - t:: s 

Z m ■ ?** Cont,nental Co "^ss and do further research 

Elsie Mane is a member of the following hereditary societies: Colonial Dames XVII 

Society and the Hered.tary Order of Descendants of Colonial Governor;. § 
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Bill Hargrove, Elsie Marie's husband, was elected State Senator from this district and 
he served two four-year terms. He served on the Stuttgart City Council for many years " 
and provided leadership in many civic organizations. The Hargroves own a large rice and 
soybean farm south of Stuttgart in the Lodges Corner Community and their son Nicky 
and wife Rosella continue to live on this farm. Nicky retired in 1998 and their daughter 
Lori and her husband Terry Dabbs now manage the farming. 

Bill died on 23 Sept 1987 at St. Vincent Medical Center in Little Rock, AR as a result 
of an accident at their home in Stuttgart three weeks earlier. His funeral service was held 
at the Lodges Corner United Methodist Church and he was buried in the Lone Tree 
Cemetery in Stuttgart. Elsie Marie continues to live in their home at 2001 South Prairie, 
in Stuttgart, and she and her sister Lucille Ragland are still active in the Lodges Corner 
church. 
Elsie Marie and Bill Hargrove have one son: 
A. Nicky Edward Hargrove was b 19 Jan 1932 in the New Providence community 
just south of the community where his mother, Elsie Marie Frownfelter, and his 
grandfather, Ed Frownfelter were born. He graduated from Stuttgart High School 
and he married Rosella Marie Becker on 12 May 1949. She is the daughter of 
Johnnie and Margie James Becker of Stuttgart. She was b 25 Feb 193 1 in 
Stuttgart. Rosella graduated in the same 1949 class at Stuttgart High School with 
Nicky. 

Nicky and Rosella live on the Hargrove family farm south of Stuttgart where 
they raise rice, soybeans and wheat. In 1998 Nicky retired from active farming and 
has turned the farm over to his daughter Lori and her husband Terry Dabbs. They are 
active members of the Lodges Corner United Methodist Church where both are 
leaders in the various activities and programs. Nicky is a charter member of this 
church and Rosella has been in the church since their marriage. She was raised in the 
St. John Lutheran Church and finished the eighth grade in that church school. 

They were named Arkansas County Farm Family of the Year and the District 
Farm Family in 1964, and Nicky was named the Jaycee's Outstanding Young Farmer 
that same year. They were recognized as Progressive Farmer Master Farm Family. 
Nicky was Arkansas County Farm Bureau President in 1965-67 and president of the 
Arkansas Farm Bureau from 1976 to 1986. He is past president of the Stuttgart 
Rotary Club and on the Board of Directors of the Farmers and Merchants Bank and 
on the Board of the White River Regional Irrigation District. Rosella is president of 
Amici Club, a federated women's club in Stuttgart. She has been active in the 
Stillwell Extension Club since moving to the community and has held most of the 
offices in the club including president. 

Nicky and Rosella celebrated their 50 th wedding anniversary in June of 1990 
with an open house and reception hosted by their daughters, sons-in-law and 
grandchildren. Nicky is a member of the Simon karthlomew Chapter Sons of the 
American Revolution, Hereditary Order oftolonial Governors and Somerset Chapter 
Magna Charta fiarons. 
Nicky and Rosella HargroVe have three children: 

a. Dana Jean Hargrove was born 5 January 1950 Stuttgart, Arkansas. She was 
an honor graduate of Stuttgart High School. As a child she faithfully attended 
Lodges Corner United Methodist Church, the same church for which her 
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great grandfather donated the land and assisted with the construction. Dana 
always sat in the second south side pew with her Mama and Papaw 
Frownfelter. Today when "going home" to visit at Lodges Corner, she still 
favors sitting in the same pew with many fond memories of her great 
grandparents who taught her "church behavior" and a love of hymns and 
worship. 
Dana earned a BA in Elementary Education and Master of Liberal Arts degrees from 
Southern Methodist in Dallas, Texas. Her sorority is Alpha Delta Pi. 
She married Jack Wilson Harkey (aka Jackson) at Lodges Corner United Methodist 
9 June 1973. They reside at 2815 Amherst, Dallas, Texas 75225. Jackson is also a 
graduate of SMU with a degree in Electrical engineering, His fraternity is Delta Chi. 

Both Dana and Jackson are active in Highland Park United Methodist Church. Dana 
has been president of the 800 member United Methodist Women and has chaired the 
Council on Ministries. They have both taught Sunday school and have been on the 
Administrative Board. Jackson has been a trustee and currently is responsible for all the 
church sound equipment, traveling with the choir on occasion to make sure they sound 
great! 

Professionally, Jack has been a Senior Member of theTechnical Staff of Texas 
Instruments and the Deputy Director of the MMC Program, a computer for the next 
generation F16 fighter plane, a project originally of TI's Defense systems and Electronics 
Group. He is currently holding the same position for Raytheon-TI Systems. He is an 
original member of the Highland Park Independent School District Leadership Council 
and recently chaired the school district's discipline management plan under the state of 
Texas' new site based management policy. He is also president and a founder of PC- 
TAG, a support group for parents of Talented and Gifted students. Jack is a 6 th generation 
Texan and a member of the Sons of the Republic of Texas. 

Dana has been a member of Marianne Scruggs Garden Club, the Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra League, Children's Medical Center Auxiliary, on the board of 2 UM Agencies, 
Wesley Rankin Community Center and Open Door Preschool, a PTA officer, and a Girl 
Scout leader. She is a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution and served 
as page to the Arkansas State Regent and as an election page and member of the 
registration committee at Continental Congress in Washington, DC for three years. Dana 
was last employed as a teacher in the Highland Park Child Development Program, 
developing curriculum for Art and Science Enrichment for pre-kindergarten age levels. 

Dana and Jackson have been named the Outstanding Members and Sponsors of Dallas 
civic organization, The 500, Inc. while on the board of that organization, they co-chaired 
Artfest and Dallas Run for the Arts, Dallas festivals raising hundreds of thousands of 
dollars for Dallas arts groups.. 
Dana and Jack Harkey' s two children are: 

aa. William Blake Harkey b 22 April 1979 was an honor graduate of Highland Park 
High School. While a student there, he was president of the orchestra, captain of the 
wrestling team and received the Stuart Social Studies Scholarship and Senior Orchestra 
Award. He attends the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee where he 
participates in orchestra, writes for the campus newspaper, is general manager of WUTS 
radio station and program director of the campus coffee house. He is a graduate of the 
National Outdoor Leadership School Alaska Mountaineering Course. He has been a 
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member of the Sons of the Republic of Texas since infancy. He was active in the Youth 
Program at Highland Park UMC: ■ 

bb.. Amanda Rose Harkey b 16 December 1983. Amanda is an honor student at 
Highland Park High School where she is a member of the varsity gymnastics team, a 
Junior Varsity cheerleader and plays viola in the orchestra. She is a member of the 
National Society Children of the American Revolution. Amanda is a member of the choir 
and UMYF at Highland Park UMC serving on numerous mission teams, traveling to 
California, New Mexico, and South Texas for construction work. 

b.. Rita Marie Hargrove was born 5 January 1954 in Stuttgart, Arkansas. Her 
love of music was encouraged and nurtured by her family from a very early age and she 
was the organist at Lodges Corner United Methodist Church during her junior high and 
high school years. She was the 1972 Valedictorian at Stuttgart High school and continued 
her formal education by completing Bachelor of Music Education and Master of Business 
Administration degrees from Southern Methodist University in Dallas in 1977. She is a 
member of Alpha Delta Pi sorority and was an officer at Mercantile National Bank and 
Concorde National Bank prior to her "retirement" 1989. 

Rita and Cleveland Guy Clinton of Burnet, Texas, were married 26 May 1979 at 
Lodges Corner UMC. Cleve, a member of Delta Tau Delta fraternity, was a 1975 graduate 
of the University of Texas at Austin with a Bachelor of Finance Degree. He received his 
law degree from Southern Methodist University in 1979. He is a partner in a law firm in 
Dallas. He has served Hillcrest Lodge No. 1318 A.M. as its Worshipful Master and is a 
Scottish Rite Mason. Rita and Cleve and their children reside at 2908 Bryn Mawr, Dallas. 

The Clintons survived a massive remodeling/rebuilding of a 50+year-old house in 
1990-91 and enjoy the opportunity to entertain family members and friends. They are 
both members of Highland Park UMC where in 1996 Cleve served on the Intern Review 
Committee and the Lake Sharon (HPUMC's off-site camping facility) work area. They 
have both been adult and elementary Sunday school teachers as well as UMYF 
counselors. Rita has served as President of the Highland Park United Methodist Women's 
Unit and currently is chairman of the Nominating Committee for that organization. She is 
also serving on the church's Permanent Endowment Committee and the Elementary 
Ministries Council. She has served two terms on the Church's Finance Committee and 
has chaired the Nominations and Personnel and the Community Ministries work areas. 
She has also served as Lay Leader for the church. In 1996-97, Rita and Cleve were lead 
teachers for the approximately 80-member Confirmation Class. 

Even though she is no longer a church organist other than when she visits Lodges 
Corner, Rita accompanies the 4 th and 5 th grade choir and is a substitute ringer in the 
handbell choir. 

Rita has been on the board of various community organizations including HP Arts (a 
group which raises money for and supports the arts in local schools), the Junior Group of 
the Marianne Scruggs Garden Club, the Golden Cross Division of the Methodist Hospital 
Foundation, and the Wesley-Rankin Community Center. Rita is also an active member of 
the Junior League of Dallas and was a Girl Scout Leader for five years. 

Rita, Cleve, Charlotte and Cam are busy people but are only following in the footsteps 
of parents and grandparents who were so influential in their upbringing! 

Rita and Cleve Clinton have two children: 
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aa. Charlotte Marie Clinton was b in Dallas on 27 July V)$5. She is an honor 
student at the Highland Park High School where she enjoys participating in MYCA- 
sponsored basketball, even with her dad as the coach! She sings in the church choir and 
the school's show choir. Her love of performing landed her a dancing and singing role in 
the 1996 Dallas Junior League Ball. 

bb. Cameron Guy Clinton was b 10 Feb 1989 also in Dallas. He is a fourth grader 
at University Park Elementary School and has developed an interest in boy's favorite 
pastime — baseball. He plays YMCA-sponsored football as well as continuing on a church 
league basketball team. He also sings with other 4 th and 5 th graders in the church's 
Covenant Singers. 

b. Lori Ann Hargrove was born 18 May 1961 in Stuttgart. She was an honor 
graduate of Stuttgart High School. She attended Rhodes College in Memphis 
TN, and the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. Her sorority is Chi 
Omega. She married Thomas H. Walton, Jr. 13 August 1983, at the Lodges 
Corner UMC. They have two daughters Mary Lauren and Lindsey Ann 
Walton. Tommy and Lori were divorced 9 May 1991. Lori married Terry 
Dabbs in 1998 in Las Vegas Nevada. Terry has a son Trent who is a Junior at 
Mississippi State University, and twin daughters Stacey and Tiffany who are 
Juniors at Stuttgart High School. Terry Dabbs was graduated from 
Mississippi State University and he is a farmer. Terry and Lori Dabbs were 
named the 1999 Farm Family of the Year for North Arkansas County. Terry 
is president of the Arkansas County Farm Bureau and he is farming the 
Hargrove farm as well as some land of his own. 

Lori is a member of the Arkansas Post Chapter Daughters of the 
American Revolution and is a past president of the Stuttgart Junior Woman's 
Club. She works at the White River Regional Irrigation Water District office in 
Stuttgart and their home is at 29 Grandvue Drive, Stuttgart. 
Lori has two children: 

aa. Mary Lauren Walton was b 25 March 1985 at Stuttgart. She is 
in the 9 grade at SJHS where she is active in sports. Lauren is a charter member 
of the Joseph Stillwell Chapter Children of the American Revolution. 

bb. Lindsey Ann Walton was b 1 1 Oct 1986 in Stuttgart. She is in 
the 7 th grade at Stuttgart Middle School. She is on softball and basketball teams 
in the Stuttgart area. 



mi 





Elsie Marie 


a n d B i 1 I b u i 1 1 


this h ome in 


1 9 3 6 i n L h e 


I'urley corn muni 


t y . T h i s home 


is one mile 


north of where 


h e r father, 


Ed was born 


in 18 91, Elsie 


M arie w a s 


b orn jus t \ 


mile sout h o 1: 


E d ' s b i r t h - 


place. Elsie 


Marie and Bill 


' s son N i c k y 


w a s b o r n o n 


this s a m e roa d 


a b o u t 3 \ 


miles south 


of Elsie M a r i e 


' s birth- 


place . 







Eisie Marie F r o w n f e 1 1 e r ■ as e 6 $ 



o - 










Elsie Marie Frownfelter and Bill Hargrove were 
married 2 3 January, 19 31. 








Elsie Marie and Bill Hargrove had their golden 
wedding anniversary in 1981 




The south side of Elsie Marie and Bill Hargrove's home at 
2001 South Prairie Street in Stuttgart, Arkansas 








Nicky Hargrove age,.-" 
six months old 






-■• ■ . Rosella Becker and Nicky 
. Hargrove were married 
12 May, 1949 
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Nicky & Rosella with daughter Dana 
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Nicky & Rosella built their home in 1955 on the Hargrove farm on 
Hwy. 165 S. in the Lodges Corner community. They still live there 




R o s e 1 I a and N i c k y Hargro v e 50th w e d d i n g an n i v e 
May 12, 1999 
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Anniversary Party at Art Cen ter- -L ind s ey , Tiff any , St acey , Lauren , Cameron , 
Charlotte , Amanda , Terry , Trent , Lor i , C 1 e ve , Ri ta , El s i e Mar i e , Nicky , Ros e 1. 1 a , 
Jackson. Dana and Blake 




H a r g r o v e S i sters — D a n a H a r k e y , L ori D a b b s , a n d 
Rita Clinton a t bo d ges Cor n e r Un i t e d Me t h od i s t 
Church in April 1995 





Christmas Fun at Mom and Pop's-- 
Jerry, Rita, Dana, Johnny Lori and 
Linda Sue 19 6 8 



Hargrove Sisters Jan 
Rita. Lori and Dana 



5 , 1 9 7 1 - - 




L o r i H a r gro v e W a 1 1 o n and T erry D a b b s » ere rn a r r i e d i n 
February 1998 in L a s V e g a s . N e vada . 




Dana Hargrove married Jack Harkey at Rita Hargrove married Cleve 
Lodges Corner United Methodist Church Clinton at LCUMC on May 26, 
on June 9, 1973. 
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L o r i . Rita, Dana, Rosella and Elsie Marie 
taken in 1993 



Rosella ana N i c k y Hargrove 
199 3 




Nicky and Rosella Hargrove's g r a n d c h i 1 d r e n - - I n front: 
Charlotte Clinton and Lauren Walton. On the divan; Tiffany Dabbs 
Linclsey Walton. Blake Harkey, Cameron Clinton, Amanda Harkey, 
and Stacev Dabbs. 1999 



BENNIE ALENE FROWNFELTER BURKETT 

Daughter of Edward Benjamin Frownfelter and wife Rosa Knapp 

Bennie 8 , Edward 7 , George 6 , Henry 5 , Adam 4 , Henry 3 , John 2 , Felix 1 

Bennie Alene Frownfelter was b 1 Aug 1918 in her parents home in the Turley Community, 
near Almyra AR, the last child born to Ed and Rosa Frownfelter. She was delivered by Dr. 
Winkler who came out in a buggy from DeWitt. With his assistance, Rosa delivered a bouncing 
baby daughter who weighed in at 12 pounds and whose hair was so long that she had a hair cut 
immediately! 

By the time she started to school they had sold their farm and home in the Turley Community, 
moved to Kerman, California and moved back to Arkansas County and built a new home in the 
adjoining community south of Turley, known as New Providence Community. She finished her 
first eight grades in that one-room school. In her first year of school she almost died with a 
ruptured appendix. She, along with her mother, spent most of the rest of that first school year in 
the Baptist Hospital in Little Rock. She roomed and boarded in Stuttgart her freshman year in 
high school, then in DeWitt her sophomore year. She then went to San Diego to live with her 
sister Lucille and her husband Garrett Sawyer. They soon moved to another city and Bennie 
roomed and boarded with a high school friend that she met there in San Diego and she graduated 
from San Diego Senior High School as an honor graduate in a class of over 600. 

She came back to her parents home and got her A.A. degree from Central Baptist College for 
Girls in Conway, AR. Two years later she got her BSE degree in Secondary Education with 
majors in biology and English and minors in chemistry and French at the University of Central 
Arkansas, also in Conway. She was the highest ranking person in her class at the girls school 
and an honor graduate from UCA. She is a member of Phi Theta Kappa and Alpha Chi 
(scholastic fraternities) and Delta Zeta sorority. She taught high school chemistry and biology 
and then worked with the Department of Agriculture in Ashdown, AR where she met her future 
husband, Billy John Burkett. 

While working in Ashdown, Pearl Harbor was bombed and Roosevelt declared war on Japan, 
Germany and Italy. Three months later Billy volunteered in the military and was placed in the 
Army Air Corps. Bennie returned to her parents home and on 14 Nov 1942 she and Billy Burkett 
were married in the Crescent Hill Baptist Church in Louisville, KY where he was stationed at the 
nearby Bowman Field. She came home and taught biology and chemistry in the Stuttgart High 
School while Billy was in the South Pacific for 30 months. Their first wedding anniversary that 
they celebrated together was their fourth after they had moved back to Ashdown where he went 
back to work for the Department of Agriculture. 

A year later they bought a farm four miles south of Stuttgart and have continued to live on this 
same farm to the present in 1998. They soon tore the large two-story home down and built a 
ranch style house on the adjacent site. There they raised their two sons and it is still "home" 
today. As time went on, they expanded their farming operations and rented land. They also 
bought Bennie' s parents land in the old Turley Community and that is still their farm today and 
their son Jerry farms this land that adjoins land that he has purchased in the last few years. Thus 
the Frownfelters have kept their "roots" in the very same community that Henry Frownfelter 
settled in, in 1883. Bennie was the founder and chairman of the Board of Trustees (for eight 
years) of the Stuttgart Agricultural Museum and has continued to serve on the Board as its 
secretary. She was the first woman ever elected to be the Chairman of the Administrative Board 
at Grand Avenue United Methodist Church in Stuttgart where the family has all assumed many 
roles of leadership since joining the church in 1948. 
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She served a term of nine years on the Arkansas State Natural Heritage Commission 
(appointed by then-Governor Bill Clinton). She is a past member of the Arkansas Museum 
Services Grants Panel, the Natural and Cultural Heritage Advisory Committee, and the Board of 
Directors for the Arkansas Museums Association. 

Bennie is the author/compiler of these books: Stuttgart Arkansas: One Hundred Years On 
The Grand Prairie; History of Grand Avenue United Methodist Church 1887-1989 
Stuttgart, Arkansas; That's The Way It Was On The Grand Prairie Volumes I and II; 
KING COUSINS-Descendants and Ancestors of Jacob King and his wife Juliana 
Kimberling of Wythe County Virginia and Hickory County, Missouri; JOHN 
MCMURTRY -Soldier and Privateer Of The American Revolution Tracing His Family 
from Sumner County, Tennessee to Woodruff County, Arkansas; the present book to be 
published this year in 1998, HENRY FROWNFELTER-Soldier of the Revolutionary War- 
His Ancestors and His Descendants; she was State Coordinator for the 748-page DAR book, 
INDEX OF WILLS OF ARKANSAS UP TO 1900. 

Bennie edited a weekly Grand Prairie History page in a local newspaper for five and one-half 
years; she is the North Arkansas County Historian; she was named Stuttgart Citizen of the year in 
1974 and her biography is in the book, Some Remarkable Women of Arkansas. 

She has been State Registrar and State Historian for the Arkansas Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution. She has also served as state chairman of many DAR committees and is 
presently on the National DAR Speakers Staff. Bennie is a past and present officer in many other 
hereditary societies. Her hereditary society memberships include: Magna Charta Dames; 
Colonial Dames XVII Century; DAR; Women Descendants of the Ancient and Honorable 
Artillery Company (America's first militia); Daughters of Colonial Wars; Daughters of the War 
of 1812; First Families of Massachusetts (charter member); National Society of New England 
Women; Colonial Order of Colonial Physicians and Chirurgiens; Descendants of Colonial 
Governors; Plantagenet Society; Descendants of the Knights of the Garter; The Huguenot 
Society; Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War; National Society Daughters of Founders 
and Patriots and Sons and Daughters of Colonial Bench and Bar. 

Bennie was on the committee that planned Stuttgart's 100th anniversary activities that 
included events throughout the entire year. During that centennial celebration in 1980 she 
compiled the history of Stuttgart's mayors since its first mayor, Col. Bob Crockett-a grandson of 
the famous Davy Crockett—to the present and had photographs of these mayors permanently 
displayed on the walls of the City Hall. She was chairman of the search for and recognition of 
Century Farms in Arkansas County during Arkansas' Sesquicentennial in 1986. She has been 
active in Amici Club, a General Federation of Woman's Clubs, for 46 years where she has served 
as president as well as most other offices. She has served as history chairman in the club since 
1970 and is in charge of Amici Club's Historical Files housed in the Genealogy Room at the 
Stuttgart Public Library. She was charter president of the Grand Prairie Extension Homemakers 
Club as well as charter/organizing president of the Riceland Garden Club. At Grand Avenue 
United Methodist Church she was the first woman ever to be elected chairman of the 
Administrative Board. She has been church historian for a number of years and has organized 
the church records that have accumulated for 108 years. She has filed the most important records 
in a fireproof cabinet using the current recommended conservation practices. 

On 14 Nov 1992, Jerry, Robin, Carolineand Laura Burkett hosted a reception at. the Stuttgart 
Country Club honoring Billy and Bennie on their 50th wedding anniversary. Following the 
reception that was attended by almost 200 friends, the Burkett family and close friends enjoyed a 
dinner party that evening at Billy and Bennie's home. 






Billy John Burkett was b 13 March 1916 to Lionel Victor Burkett Sr. and his wife Lurilla 
McMurtry. (A complete record on these families have already been published in the book John 
McMurtry-Soldier and Privateer of the American Revolution compiled by Bennie Burkett.) 
He grew up on the Burkett farm two miles from McCrory Arkansas. The farm had been bought 
by Billy's great Grandfather Lt. Eli Burkett in 1 869 when he moved his large family to that site in 
Woodruff County from Upson County Georgia. Eli and his four brothers had fought for the 
South in the Civil War, none being killed but one brother died soon after the war as a result of 
war wounds. Their farm in Upson county had been destroyed in Sherman's "March to the Sea" 
during the war and four of the five brothers left Georgia soon after the war. 

Eli's son John owned the farm near McCrory following Eli's death; then John's son Lionel 
Victor owned it next and at his death his three sons and a daughter inherited it. Billy and his 
sister, Frances (who lives in Houston Texas) sold their share to the two brothers, Lionel Victor 
Jr. and Roger who still own the land now. 

Billy graduated from McCrory High School and four years later graduated from Arkansas 
State University in Jonesboro with a B.S. degree in Agriculture and Business. His fraternity is 
Delta Omega Sigma. He got a job with the Department of Agriculture in Little River County 
Arkansas. It was while working there that he met Bennie Frownfelter. WWII began soon after 
they had started to work there and Billy volunteered in the Army and was sent first to school in 
Kansas City MO to be an aircraft inspector. After more than a year of training in the Army Air 
Corps he was sent to the South Pacific and "hopped islands" with the 336th Service Squadron as 
the Japs slowly were destroyed. 

Billy started out in Australia, then moved to numerous sites on New Guinea Island, on to sites 
in the Netherlands, East Indies, then to Mindoro Island in the Philippines, and was on a boat 
headed for Okinawa when the atomic bomb was dropped on Japan. They road out a typhoon on 
the boat and then landed on Okinawa. Some six months after the end of the war he left from Is 
Shima for San Francisco and finally after nearly 30 months in the Pacific was discharged at Fort 
Chaffee, Arkansas on 6 Jan 1946— after having served his country for almost four years. Soon 
after he went to the South Pacific he was made a Master Sergeant. 

On 1 Feb 1947 Billy and Bennie bought the farm owned then by Mr & Mrs Seeman and 
moved permanently to Arkansas County. From the beginning Billy has been active in civic 
affairs. He was one of the organizers and past president of the Grand Prairie Angus Association; 
he was elected to the Stuttgart School Board of Directors for eight years; and was elected and 
served 30 years on the Arkansas County Board of Education. 

Billy was president of the Stuttgart Production Credit Association for 15 years and he was 
elected to the Board of Directors of the Sixth District Farm Credit Bank of St. Louis where he 
served for 10 years. He is an organizing member of the Yoder Ruritan Club and has been its 
president two different terms. He was the organizing president of the Stuttgart Riding Club. 
This was a family-style riding club where the entire family participated in horse shows, trail 
rides, parades and other family activities. The Burkett and Hargrove families along with many 
other families had great fun in this activity while Johnny, Jerry, Dana, Rita and Lori were young. 
Billy, Bill and Nicky Hargrove, rode with the kids while Bennie, Elsie Marie and Rosella 
Hargrove, followed with the food and drinks! 

Billy has been active in the Arkansas County Farm Bureau since they moved to this county and 
. has.served_as a Director for many years. One of Billy's main interests has always been cattle. 
Soon after moving to Stuttgart he began buying and raising registered Angus Cattle. He 
eventually bought a 320-acre cattle farm near White River in eastern Arkansas County and ran a 
large herd of Angus cattle. . " - 
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During this period he was active in the Grand Prairie Angus Association and State Angus 
Association. While son Jerry was in grade and high school they showed cattle at the county, 
district and state fairs and stock shows. 

Billy has remained active in his Arkansas State University Alumni Association where he 
served on the Board for some years. He was officially taken in to the 50-year ASU Alumni Club 
at a special luncheon held during the Homecoming activities in 1989. Billy and Bennie attended 
the first reunion of the 336th Service Squadron which was held in Orlando, Florida in October 
1985-40 years after they returned home from WWII in the South Pacific. The next year the 
group had their reunion in San Antonio, Texas. 

Billy is a member of the Bayou Bartholonew Chapter Sons of the American Revolution 
through his descent from Ensign John McMurtry and Henry Benson. Billy descends through 
Henry Benson's daughter, Parthenia Benson Davis McMurtry who is buried in the family 
cemetery near the Burkett farm at McCrory. He also descends through John McMurtry' s great 
grandson, William Harvey McMurtry who is buried in this same cemetery. Billy is a member of 
the Order of the Stars and Bars and the Sons of the Confederacy through descent from Lt. Eli 
Burkett who is buried in that cemetery also and Billy and his brothers marked Eli's grave with a 
Civil War marker some years back. Billy recently became a charter member of the newly 
organized society called the First Families of Tennessee. To be eligible for this organization one 
must prove his direct ancestry back to someone who had settled in Tennessee by 1 796 when 
Tennessee became a state. Billy and Jerry are eligible through Ensign John McMurtry and his 
wife, Peggy Gomer, who settled in Sumner County Tennessee in 1794. John McMurtry's old 
two-story log house was still standing a few years back when Billy and Bennie went over there 
and visited that area and also saw John and Peggy's graves in the old Beech Cumberland 
Presbyterian Cemetery near what is now Opryland. John's grave is marked with a DAR 
Revolutionary War bronze marker. 

The Billy Burkett family was named North Arkansas County Farm Family of the Year in 
1960 an honor their son, Jerry, and his family received in 1991. 

Soon after Billy and Bennie moved back to Stuttgart and bought their first rice farm in the 
Shannon Community in 1947, the Burketts started organizing square dance clubs in this area. 
The Shannon Schoolhouse just south of their home was vacated soon after they moved here 
because of the forced consolidation of the many small district schools. Bennie persuaded 
Stuttgart School Superintendent Dan Clary (under who she had taught science during WWII) to 
lease the vacant Shannon school building to the community for a recreational center at $1 per 
year and the community pay the insurance on the building. It was here that the Burketts started 
their first square dance club. Until she persuaded some men to do the calling, Bennie did the 
calling herself. She learned her calls from books that she bought. They found "old timers" who 
were still able to play the fiddle, guitars and old upright pianos by ear. 

Soon there were so many square dance clubs that they formed an association and hired 
"Soupy" Van Camp to come to Stuttgart from Huntsville, Texas and teach the entire group to 
square dance-Texas Style!! The clubs all met in the abandoned officer's club at the closed 
Stuttgart Air Base that was built at the beginning of WWII and used throughout World War II to 
train Air Force (then Army Air Corps) personnel. 

Though no records have been preserved, the former dancers now believe we had as high as 40 
squares (eight people to a square) on the floor at one time. An old newspaper clipping said that 
"Soupy" taught 1 3 squares (eight people to a square) every Tuesday night for three hours for 1 - 
weeks. Following their "graduation" these 13 squares thought they were good enough to dance 
with the best of them. - " - •- - - - 
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Soon other communities were leasing their vacant .district schoolhouses and square dance 
clubs sprung up all over the prairie. By 1 949 and' 1 950 the dance fad had grown all over the state 
and the Arkansas Federation of Square Dance Clubs was formed with Bennie being elected the 
first vice president of the group. The popular square dance caller, Dan (Pappy) Keeley of Little 
Rock was the president. Grace Woods of Warren was also a state officer as was a Mr. Huggins 
who at that time was the director of the YMCA on Broadway in Little Rock. 

Permanent squares were organized and the four couples in the square would travel all over the 
state to visit other clubs and join in their evening of dancing. Each square made its own specially 
designed dance outfits-all in one square dressed alike. The women wore long "calico-type" 
dresses with full skirts and full under slips and the men wore matching shirts and blue jeans. In 
later years the style was for the women to wear short tu-tu type skirts, but the true Texas-style 
square dancers wore the lovely, long and colorful dresses and were the only kind worn by this 
group who danced on the Grand Prairie. 

The square that the Burketts danced in was composed of neighbors that lived here in this same 
community. They were Richard and Frances Earhart (our next door neighbors for many years), : 
Edwin and Anna Curtis, Henry and Hazel Siems and Billy and Bennie. We traveled to many 
towns including a state-wide dance contest held in the pavilion at Wittington Park in Hot Springs. 
Our square won first place and received the large gold loving cup with our names engraved on it. 
It had been misplaced for years and was found by the Burketts just before the Earharts had their 
50th wedding anniversary in 1990. Bennie polished the 24-inch tall cup and they presented it to 
the Earharts at their anniversary party! Just as the square dance clubs spread like wildfire in the 
late 1940s and on through to around 1955, just as suddenly this fad had passed! 

No one can now recall why they "played out", but the still surviving dancers now in 1998 all 
agree it was a wonderful period in our lives and when two former dancers get together the 
conversation often turns to those fun days when men and women worked hard all day and danced 
hard most of the night! 

The Burketts adoption of a beautiful curly headed six-month-old baby boy in April 1951 was 
one of the highlights of their life, and no doubt "slowed down" their square dance schedule! 
John Edward Burkett was six years old when Bennie gave birth to their second son, Jerry Byron 
Burkett. 

As soon as Jerry was old enough to enjoy traveling, Billy, Bennie, Johnny and Jerry would 
take a two-week vacation each year. Our first was a trip by car to Southern California. Jerry was 
then just four years old and immediately after Christmas in 1960 we took a sight-seeing trip that 
included the Grand Canyon, the petrified forest, a trip to the Rose Parade and our first visit to 
Disney Land in Orange County, CA and to the nearby Knott's Berry Farm. We also toured the 
San Diego area and went to Bennie's high school Alma Mater-San Diego High School. We also 
visited the world famous San Diego zoo where we traveled by shuttle bus over the grounds of the 
zoo. A trip to Tijuana, Old Mexico, made the boys soon realize that there is no place like the 
good 'ole USA. A trip through the vegetable growing area of the Imperial Valley in Southern 
California was especially interesting to Johnny and Jerry. 

Other trips included travel to Washington D.C. to tour the White House (this was while the 
Kennedy's lived there and we saw the children playing with their pony in the yard), the Capitol, 
Arlington National Cemetery, Mount Vernon, the Treasury Building and to Johnny, at least, the 
greatest of them all-the Smithsonian. The first space capsule had just been brought in and was 
still out on the grounds of the Smithsonian. At Johnny's insistence we spent time at the 
Washington International Airport. 
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The trip to the Midwest was our next trip. This included a trip to Rapid City SD where 
Johnny received special recognition at the Flying Farmers Annual meeting. On this trip we went 
to the Passion Play at Spearfish Lake SD, toured an old abandoned gold mining town, saw Mt. 
Rushmore and the Blue Hills of South Dakota. We had our pictures made at the geographical 
center of the USA, and toured a living farm museum. We went to see the large building that was 
covered entirely with different colored grains of corn. That was the area where the pheasants 
were still plentiful and the kids spent their time trying to find them in the fields as we traveled. 

Another trip took us through the South starting with a trip to the battlefields at Vicksburg. We 
toured some of the beautiful old pre-Civil War homes in Natchez MS including two plantation 
homes. Then on to Mobile where we toured a large WWII battleship. At Pensacola we toured 
the Naval Air Base where some dozen years later Johnny was to graduate from the Navigator's 
school. At Winter Gardens we watched the professionals perform on water skis and rode on a 
glass bottom boat. A trip to Orlando was made to see the beautiful orange groves in that area. 
Disney World had not yet been built-a trip there came later. 

The boys enjoyed the trip to Illinois where they toured the Abe Lincoln home and then on to 
Chicago for a "big city" visit. The family enjoyed staying in the large old downtown hotel, The 
Palmer House where on Sunday morning they walked from the hotel to church in the tallest 
Methodist Church in the world, The Chicago Temple which is high above Chicago. The 
Methodist Church has its sanctuary at the top of the building an all the lower floors are leased out 
to businesses. We found out that the Methodist that first settled there bought this lot and built 
their little church in the middle of the village called Chicago. They have continued to have a 
church at this site and it is now one of the most valuable pieces of property in that city. They 
drove down the famous Lake Front Drive, toured the large zoo, the Hall of Industry, and of 
course, the one and only busy O'Hara Airport. Finally, the boys grew up on us and they no 
longer wanted to take family trips. But those years of travel together were wonderful educational 
experiences that widened the horizons of two small-town, country boys. When they grew up, 
they traveled the world over, but never with the same childish enthusiasm as they did when they 
were little boys discovering America with their Mother and Dad. 

Elsie Marie and Bennie were raised going to Hot Springs regularly. So it was only natural to 
continue that tradition when they were grown. The Hargroves built a home on Lake Hamilton 
around 1 960 when their grandchildren were young. They shared this home with the rest of the 
family. Then in 1974 while Jerry was at the University, the Burketts bought a two-year-old lake 
house in Hot Springs on Lake Hamilton located just off Highway # 7 South at 212 Grandview 
Drive. Now the next generation is enjoying these lakefront homes, and so the tradition continues. 

Another family tradition carried on until the death of both Rosa and Ed Frownfelter, was the 
Sunday night potluck suppers held regularly at Elsie Marie and Bill Hargrove's home. No matter 
how busy the various members of the family were during the week, Ed and Rosa knew they'd 
catch up on all the family news (including the kids' school activities) when we gathered to eat 
and share our past weeks activities come Sunday evening. It did not matter how far the family 
members scattered, they always know they could call Mom and Pop's home on Sunday evening 
and find "the family" there. 

Just as our adoption of Johnny was one of the highlights of our married life, his sudden death 
at age 30 was one of our saddest times. He always loved airplanes and was killed in a plane 
accident near our home. He had a brilliant mind-reading at fifth grade level when he started to 
school. Johnny was our very special gift which we loved and nourished for 30 years. Our only 
consolation was that he died doing what he loved best—flying. 
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But as we look back over our lives thus far, Billy and Bennie agree that they've had more happy 
times than sad ones, and we are now in a new chapter of our lives as we enjoy watching two 
beautiful little grandchildren grow up. Jerry and Robin have given us two of life's most precious 
gifts--our grandchildren, Caroline and Laura. Indeed, God is Great, God is Good. 
Bennie and Billy have two children: 

1 . John Edward Burkett was b 30 Sept 1950 in Hot Springs AR (adopted). He was an 
honor graduate of Stuttgart High School; a National Merit Scholar; and was listed in Who's 
Who in American High Schools. He attended the University of Alabama for two years and then 
graduated from Spartan's School of Aeronautics, Tulsa OK. He had his Commercial Pilot's 
license, Instructor's Twin-Engine and Glider Licenses. He volunteered for the US Marines in 
May 1971 and graduated from Navigator's School, Pensacola FL. He served as a Sergeant in the 
Viet Nam conflict as a navigator flying the Pacific. After his four years in the Marines he 
attended Louisiana Tech University where he graduated in 1977. 

He married Cynthia Lank at the Broadmoor Baptist Church, Shreveport on 5 Aug 1978. 
Cynthia is the daughter of Ed and Vonciel Hill Lank of Shreveport. Johnny was killed in a plane 
accident on 13 Aug 1981 and was buried at Lone Tree Cemetery, Stuttgart. His widow moved 
back to Shreveport where she bought a new home and she continues to live. She also attended 
Louisiana Tech University and now works on computers at a gas and pipe line company. She has 
not remarried and they had no heirs. 

2. Jerry Byron Burkett was b 7 Sept 1956 at Stuttgart, AR. He graduated from 
Stuttgart High School in 1975 where he was active in DeMolay, FFA and 4-H. He raised and 
showed registered Angus cattle while in grade and high school. He graduated from the 
Universtiy of Arkansas at Fayetteville in 1979 with a BS degree in AG Economics. At the 
University he was president of the Arkansas Booster Club his Junior year; he was Chancellor of 
Alpha Zeta and elected to Who's Who in the College of Agriculture his Senior year. He is active 
in his fraternity Alpha Gamma Rho. 

He built his home in Stuttgart immediately after graduation at 1908 Oak St. He is now in 
charge of all the family farms. In 1986 he bought a 320-acre farm that adjoins part of the family 
farm. This farm was once owned by his Frownfelter ancestors when they first moved to 
Arkansas County in the early 1 880s. More recently Jerry bought a cattle ranch near the White 
River not far from Casscoe in the eastern part of Arknasas County where he raises registered 
Beefmaster cattle. This is a part of the same cattle farm that his dad owned when Jerry was a 
child and had sold when Jerry went off to the University. 

After the death of his grandfather, Ed Frownfelter, in 1984, Jerry bought his aunt's share of 
his grandfather's property on Main Street in Stuttgart and he and his mother now own the 
property and have converted Ed and Rosa Frownfelter's home and the home they owned next to 
them into business property. They also bought a mini-mall next door. This home that Ed and 
Rosa bought when they moved to town is the only home that Jerry remembers his grandparents 
living in, thus it has special memories for him as he grew up. 

Jerry is the immediate past president of the Arkanss County Farm Bureau; immediate past 
chairman of the Board of Trustees at Grand Avenue Methodist Church and past chairman of the 
Pastor-Parish Relations Committee at Grand Avenue. He is past president of the Yoder Ruritan 
Club. 

He was named by the Arkansas Jaycees as Arkansas' Young Farmer and Rancher. He was 
one of six young adults selected by the United States Rice Council to participate in a year-long 
Leadership Course, and was chosen to take part in a two-year Arkansas Rural Leadership Study 
known as LeadAR. 
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He is a member of the Bayou Barthlomew chapter of Sons of the American Revolution 
through descent from Ensign John McMurtry who fought in the American Revolution from New 
Jersey. He is also a member of the Descendants of Colonial Governors through his maternal line 
through Governor Thomas Welles Sr., fourth governor of the Colony of Connecticut. He is a 
member of Magna Charta Barons, and Flagon and Trencher, a hereditary order that requires that 
you have an ancestor in your direct line that owned a Tavern in one of the American Colonies. In 
Jerry's case his ancestor, through his grandmother Rosa Frownfelter, was Lt. James Harris who 
was licensed by the General Court of Hartford to own a Tavern in Colchester CT in 1720-21-22 
and perhaps later. He is in the Order of the Stars and Bars and the Sons of the Confederacy 
through his paternal great, great grandfather Eli Burkett who was a lieutenant in the Civil War 
from Georgia. He is a member of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War through his 
grandmother Rosa Frownfelter whose grandfather John Perry was killed at Pittsburg Landing at 
Shiloh TN. His latest membership is that of a charter membership in the newly organized First 
Families of Tennessee in which one must prove he has an ancestor who had settled in Tennessee 
before Tennessee became a state in 1796. 

On 27 Oct 1990 a major change in the life of Jerry Burkett occurred! He and Robin Bledsoe 
Cook were married in a beautiful ceremony in the sanctuary of the First United Methodist Church 
in Little Rock where Robin was a member. They were married by the Rev. Don Nolley who was 
a friend to both Jerry and Robin in their childhood days-she while he was her minister at Benton 
UMC and Jerry while he was the minister at the Lodges Comer UMC. A reception followed at 
the historic old Trapnell Hall. Not only did Jerry get a lovely bride but he also got a beautiful 
little daughter, Mary Caroline. Robin was first married to Ken Cook of Little Rock. Robin is the 
daughter of Harley and Mary Evans Bledsoe of Benton. She was born 22 Sept 1956 in Little 
Rock. 

Robin was graduated from St. Paul's Episcopal School in Mobile, Alabama, and the 
University of Arkansas at Fayetteville with a BSBA degree in marketing. Prior to her marriage 
to Jerry she was Personnel Director for Fairfield Communities, Inc. Her sorority is Zeta Tau 
Alpha. She is active in the Stuttgart Junior Womans' Club, a volunteer Literacy Tutor, and the 
immediate past president of the North Arkansas Cancer Society and is now its Memorial 
Chairman. Robin spends a lot of her time doing volunteer work at Grand Avenue UMC where 
she is Choir Mom and chaired a recent spring bake sale and bazaar, co-chairman of Daily 
Vacation Bible School, and teaches in the Church School. Robin and Jerry are members of the 
Arkansas Arts Center, Little Rock , the Arts Center of the Grand Prairie, and a donor member at 
the Stuttgart Agricultural Museum. They are members of the Stuttgart Country Club and have in 
1998 just moved into their new home in the newly developed Country Club Estates, where their 
home overlooks the golf links. 

At their cattle farm near White River, Robin and Jerry have built an enlarged version of the 
little prairie house that is on the grounds of the Stuttgart Agricultural Museum. The little house 
at the museum has special significance for the family since it was Jerry's grandfather, Ed 
Frownfelter, who drew up these plans for this house as a reproduction of the house that he was 
born in on the prairie in 1 891 . The little prairie house on the cattle farm has become a favorite 
place for family parties and picnics as well as a fun place for other social events and weekend 
overnight parties. 

In 1991 the Jerry Burkett family was named North Arkansas County's Farm Family of the 
year~an honor that Jerry's parents received in 1960 when Jerry was four years old. 
Jerry and Robin have two daughters: 
A. Mary Caroline Cook b 28 Jan 1988 at Doctor's Hospital in Little Rock. Through 
the first five grades Caroline attended St. John's Lutheran School, and this year she transferred to 
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the Stuttgart Middle School for the sixth grade.She is active in the Junior Choir and in other 
actities at Grand Avenue UMC and takes dancing where she is especially interested in ballet. 
She has begun her fourth year in piano lessons. She also enjoys the children's activities at the 
Stuttgart Country Club, particularly the club swimming pool. She is a member of the Children of 
the American Revolution through her maternal grandmother, Mary Evans Bledsoe. Her ancestor 
who fought in the Revolutionary War was John Best. 

B. Laura Elizabeth Burkett b 7 Jan 1992 at the Doctor's Hospital in Little Rock. 
Laura was three months old when she was accepted for membership in the Children of 
theAmerican Revolution through direct descent from Henry Frownfelter who fought in the 
Revolutionary War from Berks County PA. Laura is in her fifth year of dancing. She is in the 
second grade at St. John's Lutheran School. She also participates in the childrens choir at G.A 
and has begun taking piano lessons this year.. 

Jerry and Robin and their little girls took that eventful trip to Disney World in Orlando, 
Florida in August 1998! They stayed with Bennie's nephew John Jones and wife Barbara while 
in Orlando. John is an administrator at Lockheed and the little girls enjoyed their swimming pool 
and two dogs almost as much as Disney World! One day they toured the NASA facility in Cape 
Canaveral and they spent three nights in a condo on the beach at Ft. Walton. 

A sad postscript must be added to the conclusion of this chapter on the life of Bennie 
Frownfelter Burkett and her husband of 57 years. After a two-year illness Billy Burkett died on 
the 29th day of March, 1999 at the Stuttgart Regional Hospital of emphysema. He was buried on 
March 31, 1999 in the Lone Tree Cemetery at Stuttgart, Arkansas. The Rev. George Rook, 
minister of the Grand Avenue United Methodist Church, was in charge of his service held at 2 
p.m. at the church where he had been an active member for 51 years. He was 83 years and 16 
days old. He lived a good full life, and was a wonderful husband, father and grandfather who 
loved his fellow man. He will be missed. 
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Bennie when s h e a a s 
about three months old 



Bennie Frownfelter Burkett 
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Bennie ' s senior picture 
when she graduated from 
San Diego CA High School 
in 19 3 5. 



Sisters Elsie Marie, Bennie and 
Lucille at Bennie's graduation from 



the University 
in 19 3 9. 



of Central Arkansas 




The Cresent Hill Baptist Church 
in Louisville, Kentucky where Billy 
and Bennie were married at high noon 
on November 14 . 1.942, 
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Army Air Corps at 
is t i in e in 19 't 2 . 





Bennie's sister Elsie Marie 
Hargrove was matron of honor 
and her husband Bill .was be s t 
man. These two couples lived close 
to each other for over 50 years 
and shared many happy times to- 
gether including many wonderful 
trips throughout the United 
States and elsewhere. 
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Billy and Bennie Burk e t t a t t h eir w edding 14 No v 1 9 4 2 
at the Cresent Hill Baptist Church in Louisville KY . 
He was then in. training in Air Corps during WWII 
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Bennie and Billy 50 years 
later-- 14 Nov 1992 



Laura Elizabeth Burke tt in her bap- 
tismal gown with proud grandparents 19 92 
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Billy and Bennie's first home on the farm near Stuttgart AR 
in 1947. 




The above home was replaced by this ranch style house in 1954 
This picture was taken in August 1998. 
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Christmas 1 9 7 7 - - J erry , Dad Billy , Johnny an. 
Cynthia Lank of Shreveport, LA 
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Easter 1 9 6 1 - - John n y , Billy, and Jerrv Burkett 
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Enjoying a good laugh-Johnny, Mom 
Bennie, and baby Jerry 1957. 
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Bennie Burke tt and son 
Jerry in their drive of their 
home 4 miles south of 
Stuttgart . P i c t u r e t a k e n 
in May 1957. 
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lakehouse at 212 Grandview Dr. on Lake Hamilton at 
AR Bought in 1976--_this picture taken in 1999 
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November 1977 



hake Hamilton Champions ??!!--Jerry Burkett., Nicky Hargrove, 

Jack Harkey, Cleve Clinton, Bill Hargrove, Bennie Burkett ca 1930 
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Billy arid Bennie Burke tt at their 50th wedding anniversary 

party at the Stuttgart Count r y CI u b 1 4 Nov. 199 2 
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Jerry Burkett married Robin Bledsoe 
Cook 27 Oct 1990 at 1st Heth. Church 

L . R . shown with h is mother Be n n i e a n d 
Johnny Burkett married Cynthia 
Lank 5 Aug 1978 at Shreveport LA Uer sisters Lucille and Elsie Marie 
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R b in an d J e r r y Burkett and t h eir 
daughters Laura and Caroline 
o n E a s ter Sunda y 1 9 9 3 




J e r r y , Robin, 



and Carol ine 



at Billy and Bennie's 50th wedding anniversary party 
at Stuttgart Country Club 14 November, 1992 




"*-■ I Sister's 9 4th birthday in 1997 at Nicky's. 
Left to right: Caroline, Lindsev, Sister, 
L a uren and Laura. 
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S an t a C lit i s t mas 19 9 3. 
?. , Buttercup and 
their h o m e o n Oak St. 




Robin's birthday October 1999 at Gr andbenn ie ' sM 
Laura, Jerry, Caroline,. and Robin. 




Laura and Grandbilly hide Eastei 
eggs in the spring of 1998. 







J e r r y and Robin Burkett w i t. h t b e i r c! a u g h t e r s 

Laura and Caroline, Pi c ture t a k e n o n 

Easter 1 9 9 8 at B o b i n. * s pare n t s h o me in Benton 




Robin and Jerry's first home at 1908 S. Oak St. in Stuttgart. 
Jerry had t h i s b owe b u i 1 1 w h e n h e graduated f r o m the U . o f A . 
in 19 7 9. 




Robin, Laura, Jerry and Caroline at 
D isne y K orld i n August 19 9 8 




Jerry and Robin and family moved into their new home 

over- looking the golf course at the Stuttgart Country Club 

in May 1998. 
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